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Waiting in the Dark for Deliverance 

In Powerless Lagos, Rioting Has Given Way to Surreal Chaos 


By Roger Cohen 

New York Times Service 

LAGOS — In the so-called presidential wing of Ni- 
S e . na -noMtail airport; a former president recently 
released from jail lay slumped Tuesday awaiting a fli ght 
delayed because there was no jet fuel to propel tbeair- 
craft. 

1Tb fonofit prendeot, Geoeial OluscgnnObasaojo, hsv- 
mg just emerged from three years in. the prisons of the lat* 
dictator, Gwieral Sani Abacha, was inclined to be patient as 
ne prepared far a trip outside the country. Freedom was 
_ sweet. General Abacha dead, and the air-conditioned- wait- 
. ing-room comfortable. Then there was a power cot, die 
iflg- out and the cool air gave way to Jhe heavy beat 

“f^ok at what has becmne of this country,” said Gen- 
eral Obasanjo, who ruled Africa’s most populous nation 
TTom 1976 to 1979 and gained lasting esteem through the 


rare act of handing over power to a civilian government. 
“We are one of die world’s biggest producers of oil, and we 
have no fuel. We have more power stations than we need, 
and no electricity. Madness.” 

Nigeria, like its former president did for several hours on 
Tuesday, waits, in die dark, for some deliverance. The death 
last month of General Abacha ended a nightmar e. The death 
this month of the leading opposition figure, Moshood 
Abiola, shattered a dream. In the resulting void, rioting has 
now given way to an almost surreal chaos. 

Lines of cars waiting for gas, often long, have grown and 
now stretch for several miles. Rumors swirl as to when 
General Abacha's successor. General Abdulsalam 
Abubakar, will announce the program for a transition to 
democracy that he has promised. Opposition groups spend 
countless words on plan after fanciful plan for democratic 
reform. Mr. Abiola's many wives have begun to bicker over 

See LAGOS, Page 10 


‘Science Fiction’ Power for the PC 


By John Markoff 

New York lanes Service 

SUNNYVALE, C alif- — - For more 
than 25 years, computer scientists have 
Men working to develop a technology 
known as distributed computing that 
would give average users die processing 
power of a supercomputer. . 

For scientists and others who need 
enormous computing power, distrib uted 
'computing holds out the promise of 
increasing the power of a standard 
laptop exponentially. 

■ But for the average consumer, it may 
eventually produce smart gadgets such 
. as cars that avoid traffic jams and phones 
that know not just the telephone number 
of every listed person in die United 
States but their addresses and ZIP codes 
■and the names of their family members. 
£-■ In short, distributed computing prom- 
ises to endow consumer app liance s — 
from telephones, televisions and stereos 
to kitchen appliances and cars — with 


Technology Promises 
To Harness Networks 

an infusion of borrowed intelligence by 
connecting them, with or without wires, 
to a computer network. 

This week. Sun Microsystems is ex- 
pected to unveil die first consumer ver- 
sion of this technology, a product called 
Jini that uses Sun’s Java programming 
language to harness die power of po- 
tentially millions of. computers, from 
mainframes to palm-sized devices. 

“We now have all die ingredients to 
build a distributed computing fabric 
which approaches science fiction,'* said 
David Father, a University of 


oneered distributed comp aring in 1971. 
“Yon will be able to sit with your laptop, 
and it will be able lo reach out across the 
network. And for die moments you need 
the power, it will become the largest 


EU Cuts Aid Donations 




Snafu Could Close Many Humanitarian Groups 


By Barry James 

Int ernational Herald Tribair 

BRUSSELS — Hundreds of human- 
itarian and human rights organizations 

have seen donations from die European 
Union — the world’s largest aid donor 
— cut off over a legal snafu. 

Many of the groups will have to dose 
or curtail programs unless a solution can 
^ found when the European Commis- 
sion, the European council representing 
governments, and the European Par- 
liament meet Friday to review next 
year’s budget. The commission said 
Wednesday that for many organizations 
“funding might cease in 1999.“ Other 
groups already have lost their funding 
for 1998. 

The problem started in 1995 when the 
commission, the EU's executive body, 
said it was donating about 550,000 to a 
pilot project to rehabilitate prostitutes in 
Vienna. Thai set off an uproar in the 
British tabloid press, and the Conser- 
vative British government at the time 
took the commission to the European 
Court for “spending illegally.” Either 
through negligence or design, the 
present Labour government did not 
withdraw the lawsuit 

The court consequently ruled two 
months ago that the commission could 
nrA finance projects without a legal 


basis, meaning approval from the Euro- 
pean CounciL 

As a result last month the commis- 
sion froze about 920 million European 
currency units ($844 million) of its 
budget, about 1 percent of the total, 
while it reviewed this spending to find 
out whether it was legally sound. The 
social and humanitarian organizations, 
which get some or ail of their income 
from die EU but which account for a 
minuscule proportion of the total spend- 
ing, were caught in a trap. 

The disarray could curtail or destroy 
the work of some organizations, said 
Ben Schonveld, of the Work! Orga- 
nization Against Torture, which may 
have to dose or reduce the activities of 
more than 50 of the centers it has es- 
tablished around the world to rehabili- 
tate torture victims. 

“Getting some of our programs start- 
ed in the first place was an achievement 
because they were an acknowledgment 
that torture had in fact taken place.” he 
said. “If a program has to close, it will 
be very difficult to start it up again. 
Once it is gone, it's gone. It is like taking 
out the building blocks of society.” 

After completing its review, the com- 
mission said it had found a legal basis to 
release 390 million ecus of the blocked 

See EU, Page 10 


At Hong Kong Airport, 
Reputations Are Lost, Too 
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By Philip Segal 

h iemauonal HeraU Tribune 

. HONG KONG — The first home- 
grown crisis in Hong Kong under 
Chinese rule — the vastl y expe nsive 
and malfunctioning new airport — is 
threatening to cost much more than die 
fe, ; eminent has estimated and may also 
hurt the political future of at least one 
prominent government figure. 

Analysts said that Hong Kong In- 
ternational Airport, which opened cm 
July 6. had damaged the reputation, of 
the civil service and could end up dash- 
ing, any chance that Anson Chan, the 
most senior civil servant in die territory. 
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wall someday run Hong Kong. She is 
responsible tor the airport as head of the 
government's Airport Development 
Steering Committee, and at the opening 
ceremony she was the only official to 
thank Britain for deciding to build the 
aiiport — and to persevere in the face of 
rime -consuming objections by China 
over financing it. 

The aiiport authority said Wednesday 
that passenger operations were on 
schedule at the 520 billion airport- But 
cargo operations are still tangled, deal- 
ing another blow to a city struggling 
through the Asian financial crisis. At 
least two- thirds of the air freight nor- 
mally shipped through Hong Kong has 
not been getting off the ground. 

The government estimated that the 
problems would cost Hoag Kong about 
5.) percent of gross domestic product 
this year. Some economists have cal- 
culated the loss to Hong Kong to be 
about 1 billion Hong Kong dollars 
(5129 million) a day and have said that if 
the crisis lasted 20 days it would result 
in a 5.7 percent reduction in gross do- 
mestic product for the current quarter 
alone. . . . 

Another potential cost of die crisis is 
that airports in China and the nearby 
Portuguese colony of Macau have come 
to Hong Kong’s assistance by taking up 

See AIRPORT, Page 10 
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supercomputer in the world.” 

It could also shift the balance of 
power in the computer industry. 

At a time when worried governments 
on three continents are struggling to 
restrain Microsoft Corp.’s iron grip on 
computing and its ambitions on the In- 
ternet. distributed computing could 
level the playing field by shifting 
growth in high-technology industries to 
the millions of consumer appliances that 
increasingly contain processors. 

Indeed, Microsoft is known to be 
working on a system similar to Jini, 
known as Millennium. 

But Sun, among Microsoft’s fiercest 
competitors, has an early advantage in 
this race because of the nature of Java, 
which is designed to move chunks of 
computer code from machine to ma- 
chine. Jini uses this ability in ways that 
allow computers and other devices to 
cooperate, sometimes by sharing in- 

See SUN, Page 10 

AGENDA 

Belarus Says U.S. 
Escalates Tension 

MINSK (Reuters) — The Be- 
larus Foreign Ministry, cited by 
state radio on Wednesday, said 
U.S. travel restrictions on President 
Alexander Lukashenko and other 
senior officials would escalate ten- 
sions between the two stales. 

The Stale Department on Tuesday 
announced visa restrictions for Mr. 
Lukashenko and dozens of his of- 
ficials following similar measures 
taken by the European Union on 
Monday in a coordinated response in 
a spat over diplomatic residences. 

“The statement of the U.S. Stans 
Department does not assist in 
resolving the conflict or continuing 
dialogue,” a ministry statement 
said. “On the contrary, it will lead 
to an escalation in tensions. ’ ’ 

Five EU countries, the United 
States, Japan and others recalled 
their ambassadors from the former 
Soviet republic last month after 
Minsk cut off water and telephones 
and restricted access to the dip- 
lomats’ complex, called Drozdy. 
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Foreign Minister Keizo Obuchi speaking to the press Wednesday outside 
his home in Tokyo after emerging as a contender for prime minister. 

In Japan, Party Juniors 
Clamor for New Blood 


By Kevin Sullivan 
and Mary Jordan. 

Wtuhi ngion Post Service 

TOKYO — Each day this week, the 
meeting grows as word of mouth 
spreads. More and more of the gov- 
erning Liberal Democratic Party’s ju- 
nior members are drifting over to the 
Akasaka Prince Hotel to add their voice 
to the spontaneous caucus building on 
the fourth floor. 

Since its devastating loss in parlia- 
mentary elections Sunday, senior Lib- 
eral Democratic Party members have 
been meeting privately to decide on a 
new prime minister to replace the out- 
going Ryu taro Hashimoto. But junior 
members have been largely cut out of 
the power play by the conservative 
party’s rigid roles of seniority. 

So on Monday, 20 of them gathered at 
the Akasaka Prince to vent some steam. 
Then 35 showed up Tuesday, and by 
Wednesday 50 of them gathered and 
agreed on a few demands: the next 
prime minister must not be chosen in 
secret by old-style factional arithmetic, 
must be well-enough versed on eco- 


nomics to tackle Japan’s critical eco- 
nomic crisis, and should have a young 
face to change the Liberal Democrats’ 
stodgy, out-of-touch image. 

“Everybody felt a sense of crisis and 
a sense of mission.” said Toshikatsu 
Matsuolca, a Liberal Democratic leg- 
islator who attended the meetings. * ’We 
were angry, and we feir we had to do 
something for the future of the country. 
The younger generation’s influence is 
starting to take form.” 

The scramble to select a new prime 
minister has opened new opportunities 
for more junior Japanese politicians, 
who are ignoring tradition and demand- 
ing to be heard. The prime minister’s 
race is shaping up as a referendum on 
the Liberal Democrats’ and Japan's es- 
tablished way of doing things. 

As wounded LDP elders decide on 
what to do to recover from the resound- 
ing defeat Sunday in the upper house 
elections, they are being forced to pay 
more attention to the junior members, 
who sense a way to turn disaster for the 
party into an opportunity for thera- 

See JAPAN, Page 4 


Starr’s Move 
To Subpoena 
Bodyguards 
Draws Fire 

White House Decries 
‘Jfenomous’ Action by 
c Overzealous 9 Prosecutor 


By Peter Baker 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House assailed the independent coun- 
sel. Kenneth Starr, on Wednesday for 
try ing to bring the head of President Bill 
Clinton's security detail before the 
grand jury investigating the Monica 
Lewinsky matter, and the Justice De- 
partment went to court to block the 
subpoena. 

Aides and lawyers for Mr. Clinton 
broke their silence on Mr. Starr’s fight 
with the Secret Service to denounce 
prosecutors for issuing subpoenas to 
Larry Cockell, the special agent in 
charge of White House security, and 
five uniformed officers who help pro- 
tect the president. 

The flurry of subpoenas delivered 
Tuesday was the action of “an ovenzeal- 
ous prosecutor” trying to force 
someone privy to the president's con- 
fidential conversations “to betray that 
bust,” the White House press secretary. 
Michael McCuny. said Wednesday. 

“It is utterly outrageous and venom- 
ous for Ken Starr to allow his staff to 
impugn the integrity of the president of 
the United States and people who are 
required by law to protect him, and if he 
had any ounce or decency today, he 
would tell them to knock it off,” Mr. 
McCuny said. 

Mr. Clinton's private attorneys sep- 
arately released a statement accusing 
Mr. Starr of wanting to penetrate at- 
torney-client privilege by asking Secret 
Service officers what they heard when 
the president spoke with his lawyers. 

“Let us be clear: Any backdoor at- 
tempt by this prosecutor to invade the 
president's right to consult with per- 
sonal counsel will be aggressively and 
firmly resisted," the attorneys, Robert 
Bennett and David Kendall, said in the 
statement. 

Until Wednesday, the While House 
generally had avoided commenting on 
the Secret Service matter, maintaining it 
had no role in that battle and was leaving 
it to the agency to determine how best to 
handle its protective duties. 

But the latest subpoenas rattled the 
administration because, for the first 
time, Mr. Starr has targeted one of the 
elite corps of plainclothes agents who 
generally have more intimate access to 
the president than the uniformed of- 
ficers prosecutors have imerviewed. 

See STARR, Page 10 



Jiiel SjpelMpcra Ft»cr-Pir-.c 


Drug Scandal Rumbles On in Tour de France 

Riders in the Tour de France cruising through sunflower fields Wednesday. The stage was won by Jeroen Blijlevens, a 
Dutchman, while Stuart O'Grady, an Australian, gamed the overall leader's yellow jersey. Meanwhile, the coach of the 
nine Festina riders in the Tour was being questioned by French police concerning the latest drug scandal. Page 1 9. 


Ultimate Challenge: The 135-Mile Death VaTTey Marathon 


By Kirk Johnson 

New York Times Service •. 

BERN ARDS VILLE, New Jersey — Lisa Smith 
leads what she calls a “very ordinary life." Here is a 
glimpse: In the last four months, she ran 150 miles 
across the Sahara is temperatures of up to 130 degrees 
Fahrenheit, got stung by a scorpion along the way, but 
kept going and staggered across the finish line with a 
fever of 103. 

She slogged 400 miles (640 kilometers) through the 
Montana wilderness on a weeklong ‘ ‘adventure race’ ’ 
that included white-water kayaking, snowshoeing on 
glaciers and riding 100 miles on a mountain bike. And 
she raced 50 miles along die spine of Long Island in 6 
hours 43 minutes in a supermaratiion, where she won 

and set a course record. 

Now, she says, it is time for something really 


difficult Death Valley is calling. For athletes like Ms. 
Smith — part of a tiny band of little-known super- 
endurance runners who stake their claims on the 
frontiers of human physical possibility — the Death 
Valley ultramarathon called “Badwater” is the evil ■ 
dark star and siren song temptress of a sport that most 
people probably barely even know about, lei alone 
fantasize doing themselves. 

The race; which begins Thursday, starts at the lowest 
point in the continental United States. 282 feet (86 
meters) below sea level, in high summer, the time of 
year that gives Death Valley towns like Furnace Creek, 
California, their names and reputations. It stretches 
across the desert for 135 miles, climbing 8,500 vertical 
feet to the base of Mount Whitney, whose peak is the 
highest point in the lower 48 states. 

For an added treat, headwinds of 40 to 50 miles per 
hour < 65 to 80 kilometers per hour) are not uncommon. 


The course literature says runners should be prepared 
for a 100-degree variation in temperature, from 130 
Fahrenheit (54 centigrade) or more at the beginning to 
freezing or below at the end. 

* ‘It's the hardest race in the world.' ' said Ms. Smith, 
37, a massage therapist and sports trainer who is 
running Bad water for the third rime. “Someihing 
about this race just gives you a power that you have to 
find within yourself. Once you’ve done it, nothing 
seems that difficult anymore. * ’ 

Superdistance running is predicated on the notion 
that just about everything in life, including the plain 
vanilla 26.2-mile regular marathon, is too easy. The 
sport offers little in the way of celebrity or prize 
money, partly because finishing ar all is considered 
nearly as prestigious as winning. It has a long history as 

See ULTRA, Page 18 
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Cambodian Crooner / Hun Sen's ‘Other’ Career 


Strongman Moonlights as Prolific Songwriter 


By Seth Mydans 

New York Times Service 


P HNOM PENH — Pity the pa- 
goda boy, barefoot and 
hungry, living on handouts 
from the monks. But now the 
pagoda boy is grown up and important 
and he sics in a big chair. 

Everybody in Cambodia knows the 
song about the temple student who 


rose to power and respect. And eveiy- 

of fee 


body knows its author — one 
country’s most prolific songwriters 
— Hun Sen. second prime minister. 

He is powerful and respected, but 
still modes l 

“I can't sing and I can’t play an 
instrument,” said Mr. Hun Sen, who 
seized full power in a coup a year ago. 
“But I can wrire. So whatever people 
want to do with my songs, let them do 
it.” 

It is his aide, Hun Heng, a former 
sapger. who gets that task. “He likes to 
write at night and sometimes he stays 
up all night writing,” Mr. Hun Heng 
said in an interview, referring to his 
boss. "Then he submits his material to 
me like a draft. I put it into the way we 
do it so the singer can sing the song.” 

It is an intense creative process, Mr. 
Hun Sen said. Sometimes the song- 
writing urge strikes him on an air- 
plane or a helicopter, and he scribbles 
on scraps of paper as be goes aboat his 
government work. 

“There are times when I compose 
with tears in my eyes,” he said, “es- 
pecially when I write about a wife 
separated from her husband, or about 
the pagoda boy or about the virtues of 
my mother.” 

So the strongman has a soft side? 
Mr. Hun Sen bristled at the question. 

“I am not a strongman,” be de- 
clared. “Other people call me a 
strongman. And it is wrong to call me 
a monster. I am only a strongman to 
destroy real monsters.” 

Mr. Hun Sen heeds the advice that 
is often given by elementary writing 
teachers. “I only write about what I 
know,” he said. He was indeed one of 
the poor Cambodian children who got 
their education at a pagoda — brought 
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Hun Sen, left, engaged in his day job — as second prime minister — holding an open-air meeting with 
villagers at Koh Kel. The former Khmer Rouge member churns out songs that one of his aides polishes. 


to die temple by his father, a poor 
fanner. And be does now sit in a big 
chair. 

There are love songs in Mr. Hun 
Sen’s oeuvre and many songs that 
extol the virtues of rural life. There are 
songs dedicated to the Hun Sen De- 
velopment Centers he has opened 
around the country, like the one titled, 
“In the Shade of the Palm Trees of 
Krang Yoev Development Center.” 

There is even a song promoting the 
virtues of peace and human rights: 
“Bravo for the day of culture and 
peace!” it goes. “Respect human 
rights, respect the value of the other 
and of yourself." 

Neither the songwriter nor his aide 
— who are not related — writes the 
music. Instead, Mr. Hun Heng puts his 
master’s words to popular melodies, 
which are then recorded onto cassettes 
and played every evening on gov- 


emmem-controiled radio stations. 

“Nobody buys these songs be- 
cause we hear them on the radio all the 
time,” a Cambodian journalist said. 
“Nearly all the FM stations belong to 
Hun Sen’s party.” 

There was no shortage of cassette 
tapes of Mr. Hun Sen’s songs at the 
Russian Market in central Phnom 
Penh the other day, though it was not 
clear from talking with the saleswo- 
men whether that was a sign of then- 
popularity (x- of the lack of buyers. 

“We like tiie songs, that’s why we 
have them for sale,” said a vendor, 
Sok Huong. She said Mr. Hun Sen's 
songs focus on ordinary people, in 
contrast with those of Cambodia’s 
leading statesman. King Norodom Si- 
hanouk, who not only writes songs 
but also is famous for making amateur 
movies with a romantic treatment. 
One customer named one of the 


king's best-known songs and began to 
sing. The singing customer knew the 
names but not lyrics of Mr. Hun Sen’s 
songs. 

But there were no Hun Sen cas- 
settes at a neighboring shop. “Nobody 
wants them,” said the proprietor. You 
SokhunThy. “We displayed one once 
but we took it down when the cover 
started to turn yellow.” 

Wanted or not, the songs keep com- 
ing — as many as 100 since Mr. Hun 
Sen began his compositions a decade 
ago. On a recent campaign swing to a 
village called Rolang Ken, he pulled 
out a much-folded page of govern- 
ment stationery and read a verse, 
scribbled in red ink, that he had com- 
posed for the local people: 

“Oh! Rolang Ken, I miss you so 
much,” he read. “I remember the 
tirm of the floods. The farmers were 
crying over their lost harvest,” 


No Freedom for Gays 
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In Mugabe’s Zimbabwe 


President Sets Tone for Nation ’s Homophobia 


By Donald G. McNeil Jr. 

New York Times Service 


investigate gay-bashing incidents. * 
“People don't accept us anymero*- 


BRIEFLY 


Assad Denies Ex-Nazi Is in Syria Jetliner Flies U.S.- Cuba Direct 


PARIS — President Hafez Assad forcefully denied 
Wednesday that the Nazi war criminal Alois Brunner was 
hiding out in Syria. ■ . 

In a television interview aired by France’s TF1 network 
on the eve of his state visit to France from July 16 to 18, the 
Syrian leader said: “Nothing is hidden from me in this 
country. This man is a foreigner. If he were here, I would 
know about it.” 

The Austrian-born Mr. Brunner worked with Adolf 
Eichmann in charge of the extermination of Jews. He is 
accused of having sent 130,000 Austrian, Greek, French 
and Slovak Jews to the death camps. 

Nazi-franters have claimed Mr. Brunner is being 
sheltered in Syria, and leaders of France’s large Jewish 
community have urged President Jacques Chirac to press for 


HAVANA— A chartered? Boeing jetfiner taitying 203 ' 
passengers landed in Havana on Wednesday morning as the ' 
united States resumed direct commercial flights tp;Cuba 
after a two-year ban. 

The Boeing 767-300 took off from Miami International 
Airport shortly after 9 A.M. for the 45-minute flight to 
Havana’s Jose Marti International Airport. 

It was the first nonstop U.S. commercial flight to the 
island nation since President Bill Clinton canceled direct 
flights in 1996. 


He imposed the ban to punish the Cuban government for 
shooting down two unarmed civilian aircraft. 

He lifted it in March, after the visit of Pope John Paul II 


to Cuba. 


(AP) 


his extradition during Mr. Assad’s visit He is wanted by -ur • rp l ■ i rjn « JT C 

prosecutors in Germany, Austria, France and Israel. (AFP) JYlCXlCO HjX~/± 1€LC iGStljl&S tit U 


Moderate Named Iran Minister 


TEHRAN — President Mohammed Khatami nominated a 
moderate cleric as interior minister on Wednesday, setting the 
stage for a confrontation with hard-liners in Parliament who 
impeached the previous minister for his reformist views. 

In a letter to the Parliament, Mr. Khatami nominated 
Abdolvahed Mousavi-Lari. a vice president and a key ally, 
to bead the mimstiy, the Islamic Republic News Agency 
reported. Mr. Mousavi-Lari, 44, was deputy minister of 
culture and Islamic guidance in 1982-1992, when Mr. 
Khatami was the minister. 

The speaker of Parliament, Ali Akbar Natecj-Nouri, a 
hard-liner, said chat Mr. Mousavi-Lari ’s nomination would 
be debated next week. (AP) 


HOUSTON — After years of blocking U.S. efforts to 
investigate corruption in their ranks, Mexican law-en- 
forcement officials have allowed the jailed former head of 
their national police to travel secretly to the United States to 
testify about drug payoffs at high levels of the Mexican 
government. 

In what U.S. officials described as a ground-breaking 
collaboration between the two countries, the former police 
director, Adrian Carrera Fuentes, told a federal grand jury 
in Houston in June that he collected nearly $2 million in 
drug bribes in 1993 and 1994, two officials familiar with the 
testimony said.. 

They quoted him as saying that he had turned the money 
over to a former colleague, Mario Ruiz Massieu. 

Mr. Ruiz Massieu was arrested in New Jersey three years 
ago. (NYT) 


Britain Returns 
Castor Marbles 


HARARE, Zimbabwe — Nearly 
three years ago, in a dispute over a small 
stand at an obscure book fair. President 
Robert Mugabe suddenly lashed out 
gay men ^ lesbians, making 
remarks that echoed around the world. 
He said they were “worse than pigs and 
dogs” and had no civil rights in Zi- 
mbabwe. 

Although gay organizations overseas 
were shocked and angry, gay Zimb- 
abweans largely did what white Zim- 
babweans done 10 years before, 
when Mr. Mugabe began attacking 
them: ducked their heads and tried to get 
on with life. 

But times have changed. Both sides 
have now dug in, and a state of un- 
declared war exists between gay Zi- 
mbabweans and tiie president. 

Activists recently thwarted a plan by 
California State Polytechnic University 
at Pomona to award die president an 
honorary doctorate, and have asked for- 
eign human rights groups to picket his 
overseas trips. 

Mr. Mugabe, for his part, repeatedly 
cakes gratuitous slaps at gay men and 
lesbians. At a news conference on an- 
other topic in another country in May, 
for example, he told foreign reporters, 
“In Zimbabwe, all the freedoms you get 
elsewhere — except that of gays — are 
allowed.” 

He recently told journalists at an ed- 
itor’s funeral to ‘ ‘nroart negatively” on 
homosexuality. He has even suggested, 
gay activists said, that women not attend 
baby showers, saying feat talk about sex 
and libidinous kwasa-kwasa dance mu- 
sic led to lesbian affairs. 

Since the president’s attacks, the 
press and society in general have be- 
come homophobic in a couittzy that was 
once indifferent to or tolerant of gay 

men and Iftth ians . 

When fee controversy began in 1995, 
many people were ignorant of homo- 
sexuality. Rural Zimbabweans said 
some heterosexual friends had asked 
whether gay people had both male and 
female sex organs. 

Because African men commonly 
hold hands and share bedrooms, gay 
men said, the police previously did not 
recognize them as gay. Now, they say, 
the police sneer at them and refuse to 


lesbians of Zimbabwe, a 
group known as Gate- *The bouncers 
from the bar next door to a club whege 
we held our last party tore dowm our 
decorations and got violent. They were 
saying, ‘The president doesn’t Bar. 


pebble like you.’ ” 


battle got nastier recently when 

the Weald Council of Churches, which 
ig to meet here in December, invited 
Gftj x to join its human rights session. 
Conservative local churches and tire 
government have objected. 

The struggle is all the more awkward 
for Zimbabwe’s public image because 

two prominent court cases about gay sex 

crimes are under way, too. " ■ 

The first case concerns the Reverend 
Canaan Banana, 62, who was presided! 
from 1980 to 1987, when Mr. Mugabe 
absorbed his largely ceremonial post 
He is charged with sodomy and indecent 

* 

The witnesses — most of them his 
youthful police bodyguards or cooks 
between 1983 and 1986 — described fe 
pattern in which he would ask them to 
play cards, offer'Chem a drink, put op 
snme music and then insist oo tea c h i ng | 
them to dance. While dancing, they said, 
he would kiss or fondle than, m one 
case squeezing one’s buttocks apprej- 
ciativd.y. ; 

The key state witness, Jefta Dube, 
was se n te nc ed, in 1995 to 10 years for 
trilling ano ther policeman. EGs defense 
was that he had been driven to do it 
because fee man tauntingly called him 
“Banana’s wife.” 

Mr. Banana, a Methodist minister 
wife four children, has called fee ac- 
cusations “a mortuary of pathological 
lies and a malicious vendetta.” The 
defense said fee acts never took place. 
But if the court found that sodomy took 
place, his lawyer signed, it was coor- 

wn mal 

In the second case, a Galz leadef, 
Keith Goddard, was accused of sodomy. 
The charge was brought, he said, by a 
20-year-old man he had never met who 
wrote him letters recalling a night they 
had supposedly spent together and de- 
manding $500, a color television, a jte' 
reo, an electric burner, a kettle and aft 
iron. In die final letter, fee man 
threatened to have him arrested. 


The Associated Press 

: LONDON — Mare than a century 
after fee: Dutch smu ggle d them out of - 
Izmir, Britahz.on Wf^esd^jetaned,, 
to -Turkey seven figures dating from -p p . , ■ i ■ • v 
Roman times that are known as fee Jr Or ilOIltm HI jHpHH 
Castor Marbles. 


TRAVEL UPDATE 


Electric Cars Available 


Ozden Sanberk. the Turkish ambas- 
sador, accepted the figures, which in- 
clude busts of Venus and Marcus Aure- 
lius, from Veronica Robinson of 
Britain’s Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency at a brief ceremony at fee Turk- 
ish Embassy in London. 

The Dutch vice consul, Alfred Van 
Lennep, removed the maibles from 
Izmir in 1894, but fee Dutch ship Castor 
sank in the English Channel as it carried 
them to the Netherlands. 

In 1995, the marbles were found by a 
group of British divers, who handed 
mem over to the British authorities. 
They contacted fee Turkish Culture 
Ministry. 

Kenan Ipek. a press counselor at fee 
Turkish Embassy, said the marbles would 
be displayed in a museum in western 
Anatolia, perhaps in Izmir or Bodnnn. 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s first car- 
rental agency to feature electric cars 
opened its doors Wednesday in hopes of 
tapping into a fledgling market for en- 
vironmentally friendly transportation. 
The Kobe Eco Car Ca in Kobe, 430 
kilometers (270 miles) southwest of 
Tokyo, offers 24 electric cars and 4 gas- 
electric hybrid automobiles, lx plans to 
increase its fleet to 80 vehicles by next 
spring. 

Customers will have to watch the fuel 
gauge carefully as there are only 24 
designated locations throughout Kobe 
for recharging electric cars. Theaverage 
rental pricefor Che vehicles is $50 for six 
hours of use. 


week by a. tfare©-day strike called: by 
Cyprus Airways pilots in a dispute over 
pay, fee local media reputed on Wed- 
nesday. _ 

Andreas rvwiB famtrniries , president of 
fee pilots’ union Pasipy, said feat about 
95 members would stop work from July 
23 to 26, grounding flights at rite peak of 
fee Mediterra n ean island’s important 
holiday season. 


Middle East Airlines' 1 1 flighty u$o 
and out of Beirut International Airjgjrt 
are expected to be canceled Thure&y 
because of a 24-hour strike by fee air- 
line’s pilots, who are pressing for higher, 
salaries and other benefits. The 15 daS%6 
flights to Beirut operated by other car- 
riers are expected to maintain their nor- 
mal schedules. (AP) 


Cyprus Airline Strike 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Thousands of 
travelers will be stranded in Cyprusnext 


Croatia Airlines opened a flight be- 
tween Zagreb and Mokar, fee first com- 
mercial fl igh t to die southern Bosnian 
city since the civil war of 1992 'to 
1995. . (AFP) 


WEATHER 


Sudan Rebels Set Truce to Aid Famine Relief 


Agence Fronce-Presse 

NAIROBI — The rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation 
Army declared a “unilateral 
and unconditional” cease- 
fire Wednesday in southern 
Bahr el-Ghazal state to allow 
aid to reach vast numbers of 
famine victims. 

The cease-fire is to last for 
three mouths, a rebel spokes- 
man, Pagan Amutn, told a 


press conference in Nairobi 
“This is a humanitarian truce. 


limited to areas seriously af- 
fected by famine and has 
nothing to do with issues of 
war and peace,” he said. 

The Sudan People's Lib- 


eration Army has been fight- 
ing Islamic domination of he 
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Christian and animist sooth 
for 15 years. 

The cease-fire is linked to a 
proposal for road, rail and 
river “corridors of tranquil- 
lity” to allow aid through the 
front lines, Mr. Amum added. 

“We call upon the gov- 
ernment of Sudan to recip- 
rocate,” Mr. Amum said, 
adding feat fee cease-fire 
would apply throughout Bahr 
el-GhazaL Asked what rebel 
troops would do if attacked, 
he replied that “we would 
exercise our legitimate right 


to protect the cease-fire by 
preventing others from break- 
ing it.” 

The UN World Food Pro- 
gram, one of several agencies 
involved in a huge relief ef- 
fort, estimates fear 1.2 million 
southern Sudanese are at high 
risk of starvation in areas hit 
hard by drought and the civil 
war, particularly in Bahr el- 
Ghazal It is feeding a total of 
2.6 million people in Sudan. 

A spokeswoman for the 
UN World Food Program. 
Michele Quintaglie, said after 
the announcement, * ‘Any ini- 
tiative that will improve fee 
security situation on fee 
ground for our aid workers 
who are trying desperately to 
distribute relief food to hun- 
dreds of thousands of Su- 
danese at great risk right now 
can only be seen as a positive 


step to resolving this human- 
itarian crisis.” 

“Unfortunately,” she ad- 
ded, “this won’t solve all our 
problems because many of 
the security obstacles we face 
are caused by other factions 
and armed elements that are 
noyxuty to this agreement.” 
Derek Fatchett, a junior 
minister at the British Foreign 
Office, arrived in Nairobi on 
Tuesday to put the safe cor- 
ridors proposal to the Sudan 
People s Liberation Army, 
and then flew on to Khartoum 
to discuss it with the Su- 
danese foreign minister, 
Mustafa Os man Ismail and 
other officials. 

Mr. Fatchett described the 
plan at a press conference 
Tuesday as “limited and real- 
istic, but at the same time 
ambitious.” 
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THE AMERICAS 


Heat Wave Turns Children’s Game Into Tragedy 


POLITICAL NOTES 


The Associated Press 


ssass^egtt 


over] 

t front, they 

a . 1 swehering 100 degrees 

^ 38 de S rees centigrade), frantic nSativS 

’dnmk. ° lume °“ ^ °** radio and popped the 
« •. Brianna Rohan, 2, Ramon Tones, 3, and Steven 

7 5SSH Zttlls&ssm** «***» R * 


Sf iSRSE?* ““ -*«■*««* 

«S^4awia»sts 

^gpeRohan, sad m the Albnqnenjne Journal! 
■*' S ? n “'*™ es y°° don t recognize what yon have.” 
as temperatures have soared across foesoufowest- 
fwi and southern regions of the United States this 
summer, a doctor said it might have readied 140 


degrees in die tight-fitting trank of the black car. 

A Gallop police Lieutenant, Craig Moo, said the 
incident was being investigated as an accident The 
police believe the children closed the mink themselves 
as they played. “It's just the worst I've ever heard," 
said Mr. Meo, noting that two adults and a 13 -year-old 
aunt had been watching the children. ‘ ‘Not seeing your 
kids for .IS to- 20 minutes is not unusual. They never 
left the property." 

Neighbors said die parents were attentiv e and tha t 
the children rarely wandered outside die chain-link 
fence that surrounded the small yard in Gallup, a 
western New Mexico town about 20 miles (32 ki- 
lometers) from die Arizona header. “They’re the 
sweetest kids," said Jimmy Rohan, another uncle. 
"They were always together." 

Manuel Rohan, 25, father of two of the children, had 
taken a car battery out of the trunk and carried it inside 
. the bouse. He left die trank open. 

. . About 20 minutes after Mr. Rohan removed the 
battery, family members noticed die children were 
missing. Mr. Meo said. After a brief foot search, Mr. 
Rohan got in the car, not noticing that the trunk was then 
shut, ami searched for 45 minutes with other relatives. 



M*a McXcttyTV Awtocteai Ptcm 

ESCAPE — Rescuers pulling a' man from a submerged truck after the Shoal Creek flooded into northern 
Alabama. The creek was hit by torrential downpours in Tennessee where two people are still missing. 

• A convicted thief is suing a judge in Los Angeles for $50 
million for ordering that he be jolted with 50,000 volts by an 

: — electronic stun belt for talking out of nun in court. (AP) 

and flooded sections of Man- ..jj. .i. 

an ^fednesday^a^ngius^bour • Sbcneof .the^bomeless in Los Angeles ean-now legally 
- - can around their belongings. One hundred $100 shopping 

were given away this week to replatfc stolen carts used 
iany of the homeless people. (AP) 


Away From Politics 


r • A water main ru 
baton 1 ’s Upper East 


-> traffic and cutting backsoweat t^rnajraTiospitals when 
a cap on an opening of darma&i broke. 

• The man suspected of blowing up an Alabama abortion 
L-. clinic and wanted for questioning in three other blasts who 
i disappeared six months ago has been tracked to a vehicle 
, stolen last week, the authorities said. (AP) 


• An 88-year-old woman who 


manslaughter in the bearing death of a man nearly twice her 
size in Virginia said she did not kill him. 


After rearming home, Mr. Rohan went inside to 
answer a telephone call, Mr. Meo said. That was when 
the young aunt thought she heard a noise — and then 
was sure she heard a gasp. 

Family members, neighbors and an emergency crew 
tried to revive die children. 

■ Death Toll Hits 16 in Dallas 

The death toll in Dallas from a heat wave that has 
scorched die southwestern United States reached 16 as 
city officials declared a public health emergency and 
drew up measures to protect the elderly and the sick, 
Reuters reported from Dallas. 

Mostofthe 16 heatvictims since June 1 in the Dallas 
area have been middle-aged or elderly and suffered 
from heart disease or other serious hWwbs 

Thermometers hit 10 1 degrees Fahrenheit in Dallas 
on Tuesday, the ninth straight day of triple-digit 
temperatures and the 22d of the summer. 

Officials said they would keep libraries, recreation 
centers and other public buddings open longer as 
"cooling shelters" so people who did not have air 
conditioning at home could find shelter during the 
hottest hours of the day. 


U.S. Violates 
Test-Ban Pact, 
Group Asserts 

New York Times Service 

NEW YORK — A multibillion-dol- 
lar federal effort to create tiny blasts of 
pure fusion energy like that of a hy- 
drogen bomb violates die Comprehen- 
sive Test Ban Treaty and shows that the 
United States is pursuing a double stan- 
dard on the control of nuclear weapons, 
a new report says. 

The study is by the Institute for En- 
ergy and Environmental Research of 
Takoma Park, Maryland, a scientific 
group founded in 1987 that has won 
praise from private experts for its cri- 
tiques of die federal nuclear establish- 
ment. 

Its analyses have prevailed in law- 
suits against the Energy Department, 
mostly involving contaminated nuclear- 
weapons plants, and led to out-of-court 
settlements. 

The study is the first to make the 
specific accusation of a treaty violation, 
but it echoes criticism that the United 
States is heading down a dangerous 
nuclear road. 

In its 92-page report, issued Wed- 
nesday, the group warns that fusion 
research like that now under way by the 
government could be used to develop a 
new generation of hydrogen bombs and 
that it is thus illegal under the test ban. 

The Energy Department, which runs 
the research program, strongly denies 
the institute's accusation. 

• The department said Tuesday that its 
fusion research would produce no new 
weapons and instead was meant to help 
keep die nation’s existing nuclear stock- 
pile in good working order, as well as to 
help harness nuclear fusion for peaceful 
energy production. 


to voluntary 


(AP) 


Hispanic Children Lead a Demographic Change 




By Barbara Vobejda 

Washington Past Service 


• T -WASHINGTON — The number of 
Hispanic children in the United States 
has surpassed the number of African- 
American children, the federal govern- 
ment has reported, signaling the leading 
zdge of a demographic wave that will 
•flansforra the national profile in the 
.coming decades. 

""‘There are now 10-5 million. Hispanic 
children under age 18, outnumbering 
non -Hispanic black children by 35,000. 
•That numerical benchmark constitutes 
dte earliest indicator of a population 
change that experts have predicted for 


some time: the point seven years from 
now when Hispanics will become the 
largest minority group. 

.Taken together, the bend lines un- 
derscore the racial and ethnic recon- 
figuration in the country, as white 
Americans steadily decline as a share of 
the population and communities coast to 
coast take on a more diverse character. 

Since birthrates are generally higher 
among Hispanic women, the change is 
occurring first among tire nation’s chil- 
dren, where classrooms and play- 
grounds and soccer fields in many com- 
munities reflect a broad range of 
languages and cultures. 

“Children are experiencing the diversity 


earlier than we are,” said Ken Bryson, 
senior analyst at the Census Bureau. 

In just a generation, the report said, 
white non-Hispanic children nave de- 
clined from 74 percent to 66 percent of 
all children. And by 2020, jpK^^ons 

be of Hispanic origin. Also, die number 
of school-age children who speak a lan- 
guage other than English at home and 
have difficulty speaking English has 
doubled since 1979, malang up 5 per- 
cent of all children in those age groups. 
In man y e ntnmnnitins, these changes 

are igniting a debate over die merits of 
' in Cali- 
fornia, where non-Hispanic whites will 


America W&st Airlines Is Fined Up to $5 Million 


■' m> Wtthutgwn Post Service 

Washington — America west 

Airlines, the Arizona-based carrier, has 
been fined up to $5 million for vi- 
olations of federal maintenance and op- 
erations regulations. 

A The fine would be the largest ever to 
be paid by an airline. Under a settlement 
agreement negotiated with the. Federal 
Aviation Administration, America West 
will pay $25 million immediately. The 
-remaining $25 million will be saspea- 

. ded if the airline complies with the terms 

of the agreement during the next year. 

: The violations rated by the agency 
include allowing aircraft to make thou- 
sands of flights while not in compliance 
with c*r»»n requirements, such as hav- 
; mandatory inspections. The 


ing mat _ . , 

■}w it also had discovered 
with procedures at contract maintenance 


bases doing work for America West. 

The airline promised to better oversee 
contract maintenance facilities, to per- 
form maintenance in accordance with 
agency procedures, to enhance flight and 
ground training p ro gr ams, and to be cer- 
tain that it fully complies with minimum 
equipment requirements aboard aircraft 

Over the past few years, the airline 
dismissed many of its mechanics and 
contracted with outside companies to 
provide much of its maintenance. The 
agency has been particularly sensitive to 
such arrangements since the 1996 crash 
of a ValnJet DC-9 in Florida. Oxygen 
generators blamed far starting an on- 
board fire were illegally loaded on die 
plane by a contract m ai nt enance facility. 

Thomas Stuckey, deputy director of 
the agency’s Flight Standards Service, 
complimented America West on its co- 


operative attitude. "All the problems 
we identified have been corrected," he 
said. Bnt he added that the agency saw 
the need for “very significant changes" 
in the airline’s operating and mainten- 
ance systems to ensure that the same 
problems do not arise again. 

America West noted that it had ad- 
mitted no wrongdoing but said it had 
agreed to "move forward in a spirit of 


no longer be the majority as early as next 
year. California voters recently rejected 
die practice of bilingual education for 
children whose native language is not 
English in favor of one year of intensive 
instruction in English fin- those children. 

The report was released by a con- 
sortium of federal agencies and dealt 
with a range of measures describing the 
nation’s population under 18. The sta- 
tistics portrayed improvements in some 
areas and serious problems in others. 

Smoking, drinking and alcohol use, 
for example, has been rising across ra- 
cial and ethnic groups, not just among 
older teenagers but even those as young 
as 13. Reading scores are declining 
among ninth-graders. The proportion of 
poor children without sufficient food 
increased from 9 percent in 1994 to 15 
percent two years later. 

But infant mortality is down, immun- 
ization rates have improved, teenage 
births have declined and more parents 
are reading to their children every day. 


Reno Denies Ush 
Double Standart 

WASHINGTON — Attorney Gen- 
eral Janet Reno on Wednesday stood 
by her decision not to seek an in- 
dependent counsel to investigate al- 
leged White House involvement in 
campaign funding violations. She 
told hostile Senate Republicans that 
she would appoint one only when 
there was evidence to do so. 

Ms. Reno, in testimony before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, denied 
she was using a double standard by 
asking for an independent counsel to 
investigate charges of influence ped 
dling against Labor Secretary Alexis 


exis 

Herman but using similar arguments 
to reject a special prosecutor for cam- 
paign funding. Senator Aden Specter. 
Republican of Pennsylv ania , said 
there was "overwhelming evidence” 
of White House involvement in ques- 
tionable campaign funding practices. 

Mr. Specter said that in Ms. Her- 
man’s case, the Justice Department 
resolved that it could not determine 
whether the allegations against her 
were credible, and there was strong 
evidence she was not involved in 
wrongdoing. Bnt Ms. Reno in May 
went ahead with die request for an 
independent counsel. 

Mr. Specter claimed that Ms. Reno 
had the same basis for naming an 
independent counsel to investigate 
whether President Bill Clinton and 
Vice President A1 Gore had a role in 
illegal fund raising activities. (AP) 

White House Weighs 
Lawsuit on Tobacco 

WASHINGTON — With its to- 
bacco crackdown blocked by Con- 


gress, the While House is studying 
whether to go to conn against cig- 
arette makers to seek recovery of tens 
of billions of dollars in federal health 
care expenses caused by smoking. 

according to officials. 

Such a lawsuit would attempt to 
salvage President Clinton’s failed bid 
to enact far-reaching federal laws reg- 
ulating tobacco and imposing $500 
billion in new cigarette taxes over 25 
years. As Mr. Clinton searches for a 
new strategy, state governments have 
pressed ahead with their legal efforts to 
recover billions from tobacco compa- 
nies, leaving the federal government 
with nothing to show for its efforts. 

“We would prefer comprehensive 
national legislation, but this is a se- 
rious option,” said Rahm Emanuel, a 
senior adviser to Mr. Clinton. 

The search for alternatives to to- 
bacco legislation became more urgent 
last week after news leaked out that 
the nation’s largest cigarette makers 
had been trying to negotiate a raulti- 
billion-dollar settlement of dozens of 
state lawsuits pending against them. 

While those secret talks have 
broken up, the hint of a potential 
settlement brought borne to federal 
officials that they might be left out as 
the industry paid billions to the 
states. (WP) 

Quote/ Unquote 

Snzann Wilson, foe mother of an 
1 1 -year-old girl killed in the Jones- 
boro, Arkansas, school shootings, ap- 
pealing to state lawmakers to impose 
•stiffer punishments upon children 
who kill: “I’m not advocating the 
death penalty for these boys, but I 
certainly don ’t think that their serving 
two-to-nve years is justice for what 
they did. They destroyed all foe 
dreams and hopes of these other chil- 
dren.” (AP) 


Religious Right Launches 
A New Anti- Gay Crusade 

It Seeks to Give Issue Broader Political Appeal 


JyH 

and Thomas B. Edsall 

Washington Post Service 

WASHINGTON — A broad coali- 
tion of conservative religions groups is 
launching a new high-profile campaign 
against homosexuality, hoping to prove 
it is a disease foal can be cured with the 
proper therapy and counseling. 

With a series of full-page ads in na- 
tional newspapers, intensive Capitol 
Hill lobbying and new fund-raising ap- 
peals, foe Christian groups are rein- 
vigorating their long-standing crusade 
against homosexuality, but with an un- 
usual unity and coordination. 

Coalition members say they were in- 
spired by recent remarks by foe Senate 
majority leader. Trent Lott, comparing 
homosexuals to alcoholics, kleptomani- 
acs and sex addicts and foe controversy 
that quickly ensued. Mr. Lott’s com- 
ments drew a sharp attack from both foe 
White House and gay rights groups, and 
prompted jitters in a Republican Party 
anxious about taking on the issue. 

By speaking about homosexuals in 
more nurturing terms, as sick patients 
who can be healed, the religious right 
groups hope to take the edge off a di- 
visive issue and lend it a broader national 
appeal. The groups are heartened by 
recent polls showing a majority of Amer- 
icans believe homosexuality is wrong. 

Gay groups quickly retaliated against 
foe religious campaign by purchasing 
their own full-page ads that appeared in 
papers Wednesday. 

"We want to make it clear that ho- 
mosexuality is O.K., that gay and les- 
bian people have parents who love them 
and can even be people of faith,” said 
Winnie StacheJberg, political director 
for foe Homan Rights Campaign. 

The 15 religious groups, which in- 
clude well-known organizations such as 
the Christian Coalition and Family Re- 
search Council, have different motiva- 


tions for stepping up their campaign 
against homosexuality. Those with 
stronger political leanings envision foe 
campaign as a kind of political litmus 
test to force candidates to be more pub- 
lic with foeir views on homosexuality. 
Others hope foe issue can be an effective 
fund-raising tooL . 

* ‘It’s time we finally speak out against 
the homosexual activists who are con- 
trolling this issue," said Robert Knight, 
director of cultural studies for foe Fam- 
ily Research Council. "We want those 
who think homosexuality is a moral 
issue to be included in the debate." 

The religious right campaign em- 
ploys a variety of tactics. The full-page 
ads, which have been appearing this 
week in The New York Times, The 
Washington Post and USA Today, were 
coordinated by a group affiliated with 
the Reverend D. James Kennedy, one of 
foe most popular radio and television 
evangelists in America. The ads include 
a portion of Mr. Lott's statement and 
feature testimony from “ex-gays” who 
have "walked away from foeir homo- 
sexual identities" and discovered 
"hope and healing through the trans- 
forming love of Jesus Chnst." 

Other groups involved in the effort 
have focused on Washington, pressing 
lawmakers to emphasize their opposi- 
tion to homosexuality. They have been 
pushing for months to block foe nom- 
ination of James Horroel. who is ho- 
mosexual and is President Bill Clinton’s 
choice for ambassador to Luxembourg. 
They have succeeded so far. 

Some Republican political strategists 
worried that foe issue can backfire on 
opponents of gay rights depending both 
on foe region and on foe way foe issue is 
articulated. * ‘Public opinion seems to be 
shaping up as, in general we don’t want 
special privileges or rights for them, but 
we don't want gay-bashing either," said 
Glen Bolger. a Virginia-based Repub- 
lican pollster. 


Dick McDonald, Fast-Food Pioneer, Dies 


i and focus resources on improv- 
ing operations and customer service." 

Among foe violations cited were 17 
Airbus A3 20s foal made numerous 

nificant structural inspections." An 
agency spokesman said the inspections 
involved cargo doors. America West 
said foe inspection issue did not com- 
promise! 


Separatists Accused of Plot to Poison 9 Clinton 


Reuters 

- BROWNSVILLE. Texas — Three 
-men suspected of links to a Texas 
.separatist group plotted to kill Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton and other govero- 
Tbem officials by shooting than a 

cactus thorn poisoned with foe AIDS 
virus, according to court documents. 

The men were jailed two weeks ago 
on charges of conspiring to use 
weapons of mass destruction against 
..federal officials 

^ J Two affidavits from an FBI agent 
that were unsealed Tbesday describe a 
^bizarre plot in which the siapects al- 
legedly planned to use modified cig- 
arette lighters to shoot thorns tainted 


with foe AIDS virus, anthrax, botulism 
ex rabies into foeir victims. 

The targets included Mr. Clinton; 
Attorney General Janet Reno; the FBI 
director, Louis Freeh, and other federal 
and local officials, according to foe 
affidavits filed by federal prosecutors. 

The three suspects — Jonnnie Wise, 
72, Jack Grebe, 43 and Oliver Emigh, 
63 — were arrested July 1 at Olmrto, 
Texas, near foe bender with Mexico. A 
U.S. magistrate, John Black, ruled Ju- 
ly 2 that they should be detained with- 
out bond. 

In one of foe affidavits, an FBI 
dEora^ent entitled “Dedanfoon of 


War" had been sentto Mr. Clinton and 
others by e-mail June 12 

On June 26 an e-mail message was 
sent to Mr. Freeh which began: "Your 
FBI employees and their families have 
been targeted for destruction by re- 
venge. We foe people are extremely 
mad and will not accept foe inequities 
any longer.” Similarly worded threats 
were sent to Mr. Clinton and the other 
intended victims, foe document said. 

Mr. Sharkey said that, according to 
an unidentified witness, one suspect 
planned to glue a hypodermic needle 
to foe opening of foe ti ghter and insert 
a cactus thorn that was ‘ ‘infected with 
some kind of biological weapon." 


The Associated Press 

OAK BROOK. Illinois — 
Richard (Dick) McDonald, 
89, who with his brother pi- 
oneered an innovative quick- 
service restaurant that 
evolved into McDonald's 
Crap., died Tuesday in 
Manchester, New Hamp- 
shire. 

The fast-food chain, based 
in this Chicago suburb, said 
Mr. McDonald had died of 
natural causes. 

Hoping to capitalize on the 
growing number of young 
families in the postwar years 
and an expanding highway 
system, Richard and Maurice 
(Mac) McDonald created a 
self-service, drive-in restau- 
rant in the late 1940s in San 
Bernardino, California. 

The menu featured 15-cent 
hamburgers, 19-cent cheese- 
burgers, 20-cent malts and 
10-cent french fries. 

Dick McDonald was 
known as a marketing whiz, 
having devised foe famous 
Golden Arches and foe ‘ 'Mil- 
lions Served" signs, while 
his brother was known as the 
restaurant operations special- 
ist 

In 1952, American Restau- 


rant Magazine ran a cover 
story on foe phenomenal suc- 
cess of the McDonald broth- 
ers’ new concept They pro- 
ceeded to franchise and open 
eight of foe drive-ins in the 
West 

In 1955, a food service 
equipment salesman named 
Ray Kroc was granted exclus- 
ive rights by foe McDonald 
brothers to develop and fran- 
chise McDonald's drive-in 
restaurants in foe United 
States. Mr. Kroc opened the 
ninth McDonald’s — his first 
— in the Chicago suburb of 
Des Plaines, Illinois, in April 
of that year. 

Six years later Mr. Kroc 
bought from the McDonald 
brothers foeproprietary rights 
to the McDonald’s Systran, 
including all rights to it in foe 
rest of the world. 

There are now 23,000 Mc- 
Donald’s restaurants in III 
countries. 

Beryl Bryden, 78, Briton 
Called ‘Queen of Blues' 

LONDON (AP) — Beryl 
Bryden, 78, the jazz singer 
who was dubbed "Britain’s 
queen of foe blues" by Ella 
Fitzgerald, died Tuesday in 


Sl Mary’s Hospital in Lon- 
don of lymphatic cancer. 

In a career spanning 50 
years, Miss Bryden per- 
formed with many of foe jazz 
greats, including Billie Hol- 
liday and Lonis Armstrong. 

A strong performer of 
songs from foe classic period 
of foe blues and vaudeville, 
she recorded more than 1 00 
, including "Rock Is- 
Line, ’ ’ with Lonnie 
Donegan, which sold two 
million copies in 1954. 

She toured extensively in 
foe United States in the 
1970s. 

Nguyen Ngoc Loan, 67, 
Shot Captive in Saigon 
SPRINGFIELD, Virginia 
(AP) — Nguyen Ngoc Loan. 
67, foe South Vietnamese 
general whose summary ex- 
ecution of a bound prisoner 


was depicted in a photograph 
that stunned foe world in 
1968, died of cancer Tuesday 
at his home in suburban 
Washington. 

The photo of General 
Nguyen aiming a pistol point- 
blank at foe grimacing pris- 
oner’s head moments before 
foe trigger was pulled on Feb. 
1 . 1968, became a memorable 
image of foe Vietnam War. 
Thepicrure. by Eddie Adams 
of The Associated Press, won 
a Pulitzer Prize. 

At the time of the shooting, 
a month after the North Vi- 
etnamese had begun foe Tet 
offensive. General Loan was 
foe head of foe South Viet- 
namese national police. 

He told newsmen imme- 
diately after the shooting that 
the prisoner had been known 
to be a captain of foe Viet 
Cong. 


$20,000 Journalism Prize-Deadline Nears 

Entries for the 520,000 IC1J Award for Outstanding 
International Investigative Reporting must be postmarked by 
Aug. 15. For details, visit ICIJ's Web site http://wwwicijxirg 
or phone 1-202-783-3900. Sponsored by foe International 
Consortium of Investigative journalists, a project of the 
Centex for Public Integrity, Washington. D-C. 
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North Korea Is Barring Full Access to Nuclear Sites, U.S. Report Finds s 


.1’ 


r.-'**'* 


By Philip Shenon 

Nee York Tunes. Service 


The North Koreans, they said, may be trying to 
strnv evidence that showed they had stockpiled 


WASHINGTON — North Korea is refusing to 
allow international inspectors full access to its 
nuclear sites, raising concern that it will be im- 
possible to determine if Pyongyang has hidden 
away enough plutonium to build unclear weapons, 
congressional investigators said in a report. 

Toe report by the General Accounting Office, an 
investigative agency of Congress, found that there 
were significant gaps in the inspection program 
imposed on North Korea after it signed a 1994 
nuclear freeze agreement with the United States. 

While the report did not directly accuse North 
Korea of reneging on the agreement, the authors 
questioned whether Pyongyang had placed sharp 
limits on the outside inspections because they 
feared die inspectors would turn up evidence that 
a nuclear-weapons program is continuing. 


destroy evidence that showed they had stockpiled 
a much larger quantity of plutonium before the 
1994 agreement than "they have previously ac- 
knowledged. Many arms-control specialists be- 
lieve that the North Koreans may have built a 
bomb from their supplies of plutonium before 
they signed the 1994 agreement 
According to the report, which was presented 
to Coogressiast week. North Korea has refused 
repeated requests for information about the 
whereabouts of nuclear components that Pyong- 
yang had planned to install in two nuclear re- 
actors that were scrapped under the agreement 
The North Koreans have also refused to allow 
the International Atomic Energy Agency, the 
United Nations agency that conducts the in- 
spections, to install monitoring devices on tanks 
used to hold nuclear waste. 

The report warned that the North Koreans may 


have tampered with die tanks since the 1994 
agreement and secretly removed some of die 
nuclear waste in an effort to hide evidence of 
earlier diversions of plutonium from die reactors. 

“The danger is that the North Koreans already 
have nuclear weapons on the shelf,” said David 
Albright, president of the Institute for Science 
and International Security, which studies nuclear 
nonproliferation issues. 

He said that when the 1994 agreement was being 
negotiated, “not enough drought was put into 
verification, and that’s why these kinds of prob- 
lems have developed. It's well known among those 
who follow this issue that the North Koreans have 
not been cooperating as much as they should." 

When the 1994 agreement was signed, many 
arms-control specialists and diplomats predicted 
that North Korea's government would ad- 
vantage of loosely worded provisions of the pact to 
prevent unfettered inspections of Us nuclear sites. 


In the past. North Korea has acknowledged 
that it held a total of about 90 grams (3 ounces), of 
plutonium, all of it from a one-time reprocessing 
of defective fuel rods. But American intelligence 
agencies believe the stockpile developed before 
1994 is much larger, probably several kilograms 
— enough for at least two bombs. 

Senator Frank Minkowski, Republican of 
Alaska, who requested the report in his role as 
chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Re- 
sources Committee, said that the new study made 
clear that the 1994 nuclear-freeze equipment 
between North Korea and the United States was 
“folly.” 

Under the agreement. North Korea pledged to 
dismantle its existing nuclear program, including 
two graphite nuclear reactors under construction, 
in exchange for the American promise to help pay 
for the construction of two light-water nuclear- 
reactors and the delivery of 500,000 metric tons 


of oil a year. Light-waio- rwctois are coisitte^ 
less dangerous' because' they produce little 

’TRSEbEK prods* tote^the 

Atomic Energy Commission ga*erevi^nce tef 
confirm the size of its plutonium 
Mr. Minkowski said the General Accounting 
Office report showed that “we may 
how much bomb-grade plutonium toe horto 
Koreans have diverted to their weapons pro^ 

8r il!e State Department, which helped negotia® 
the 1994 agreement, said Ctat while 
supported toe conclusions of die report, toe L.D»i ^ 
ton administration is still hopeful that North.*** 


weapons. , 

inspection program," said a department oSunaL 
“Bur from our standpoint, what is crucialis mat. 
the North Korean nuclear program is frozen. A 


Visas Denied 
Over Testing, 
India Nuclear 


BRIEFLY 


JAPAN: Party Juniors Test Their Muscle 


Scientists Say 


The Associated Press 

BOMBAY — Four Indian nuclear 
researchers said Wednesday that they 
were denied visas to enter the United 
States and Britain in retribution for In- 
dia's nuclear testing. 

A spokeswoman for the U.S. Em- 
bassy m New Delhi refused specific 
comment, other than ro say that U.S. law 
provided for toe refusal of visas to 
people from any country believed to be 
trying to access nuclear technology. 

R. Chidambaram, chairman of India 's 
Atomic Energy Commission and a key 
figure behind the May tests, was not 
allowed to get a visa to attend the four- 
day annual executive committee meet- 
ing of an international group of crystal 
specialists in Arlington, Virginia. 

Placid Rodrigues, director of the In- 
dira Gandhi Center for Atomic Re- 
search, and Baldev Raj, a top scientist 
from the same institute, were not al- 
lowed to enter Britain to attend a meet- 
ing last week of editors of a scientific 
encyclopedia at Oxford University. 

A third scientist from the center, N. 
Ravi, was not issued a visa for a June 
meeting in Britain. His trip would have 
been funded by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

* ‘I do hope these restrictions will ease 
in time," Mr. Chidambaram said. “Sci- 
entists in general have always been open 

r international cooperation.” 

India's tests' kid Pakistan's follow-up 
blasts raised fears of a nuclear conflict in 
South Asia. India and Pakistan have 
fought three wars since 1947. 



Continued from Page 1 


tional postal savings system. Japanese 
savers have almost 52 trillion invested nr 
savings accounts at the post office, mak^ 
ing it the largest financial institution ia 
the world's secoodrlargest economy. < 

Mr. Koizumi believes the government 
should not be in the business of running 
such a system. But toe postal systcmi 
lobby has huge clout in the U bento 
Democratic Party and Mr. Koizumi has> 
been sharply criticized by LDP leader * 
for a stance that many in the party view} 
as radical and potentially fatal to his> y 
ambitions to be prime minister. His popd 
. ularity among younger members rises 
largely from his boldness in challenging} 
toe status quo. 

Another candidate favored by young- 
wIUF members is Yoshiro Mori, chairv 
man of toe party’s decision-maki n g? 
General Conned. 

But in what may be a change that wilL 
last beyond next Tuesday's election fad 
toe prime minister, battle litres are beingp 
drawn in the LDP between an older 
generation that clings to the traditional? 
way of doing tilings and younger one. 
that says voters are demanding more. 

Under attack at the ever enlarging! 
meetings ac toe Akasaka Prince Hotel is 1 
toe hallowed principle of secrecy. Manv^ 
veteran party members believe the next 
prime minister should be selected out of 
the public view, chosen in private meeti| 
ings of party factions headed by okg 
style power brokers. Those who support 
that old-fashioned system argue ink it 
projects the m«gg of unanimity and^; 
strength, which voters and mtemational ' 
investors are looking for, and produces! 
toe best candidate. v Z 

But others, especially newer mem* 
hers, argue that it is tune for party de- 
cisions to come out of the shadows. Urey 
want deliberations about the next prime’ 

1 minister to: be-puhlic, as weH as can- 
dictates'' positions on issues. This. wiiL' 
help guarantee, toey say, that a selection 
will be made on merit and policy coo* 
siderations, not friends, connections and, 
seniority. - •• 

The open system “portrays the right 

v--l: tl. -j-j - * 
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Staioo Rwuqgflteaei 

Zhu Lilian, center, China's science and technology minister, joining a toast Wednesday with the Taiwan 
tycoon Kao Chin-yen, right, at a Taipei meeting on technological exchange between Taiwan and China. 


China Official Urges 
Deals With Taiwan 


■ Wheat Sales Get Green Light 

President Bill Clinton said Wednes- 
day that he had signed legislation to 
restore U.S. export credits for agricul- 
tural sales to India and Pakistan, giving 
U.S. farmers a chance to sell nearly 13 
million bushels of wheat to Pakistan, 


Reuters reported from Washington. 

The credits were cut off last month as 


part of economic sanctions to discipline 
India and Pakistan for re-igniting the 
nuclear arms race. 

* ‘We need to make sure that our sanc- 
tions policy furthers our foreign policy 


TAIPEI — China's Science and 
Technology Minister Zhu Lilan. the 
highest-ranking mainland official to 
visit Taiwan since it split from China in 
1949, called Wednesday for toe ar- 
chrivals to jointly develop technology 
industries of mutual interest. 

In a speech before a science seminar 
organized by Taiwan's state-funded 
Industrial Technology Research Insti- 
tute, Miss Zhu invited Taiwanese of- 
ficials. industry leaders and experts to 
visit China. 

She urged cooperation in such areas 
as technology transfer, the environ- 
ment and land use. (AFP) 


pressing and sensitive issues facing toe 
Hong Kong government after the re- 
turn to Chinese rule last year. 

Government officials can use the 
vote to justify their go-slow approach 
to expanding democracy. 

The Democrats, Hong Kong’s 


The Democrats, Hong Kong’s 
largest party, arid toeif^ffi<C^dfthe 
larger-than-expected voter turnout in 
May elections showed that people were 
ready for direct elections. (AP) 


Police Hah Escorts 
For Wealthy Filipinos 


stadium Wednesday in a show of sup- 
port for a peace accord that ended two 
decades of bush war in southeastern 
Bangladesh last year. 

“Peace has now returned to the 
southeastern hills,” Prune Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, who signed toe accord 
.with tribal rebels' . in December last 
year, said to the cheering bfowd at the. 
rainsoaked Dhaka stadium. 

The belated celebration was seen as 
a show of strength amid rising protests 
over toe accord by the country’s main 
opposition parties, which accuse toe 
government of conceding too much to 
toe rebels. (AP) 


selves. With the party’s future up for 
grabs, its junior legislators are testing 
their political muscle, tentatively bat 
eagerly, like teenagers taking a Porsche 
for a test drive. 

In Parliament, or Diet, 90 members 
are more than 70 years old, and 16 
members have died in office in toe past 
four years. Before a major national elec- 
tion in 1996, Liberal Democratic leaders 
politely asked members over 80 to 
resign, and many did as the party tried to 
project a fresher face to voters. 

According to party seniority roles and 
custom, it takes abour a dozen years in 
"office before ^lawmakff- is JP longer 
considered a novice. So “young" cir 
4 ‘junior’ ’ members are generally in their 
30s, 40s or 50s and have served only a 
decade or less in office. 

Bat this younger breed is not as pa- 
tient as it used to be, and especially now 
that many see party elders endangering 
their chances of re-election, they are 
becoming more vocal. Unlike their eld- 
ers. many have also studied at elite uni- 
versities in America and Europe and are 
more outspoken. Many speak English or 
other foreign languages and have stud- 
ied economics, management and foreign 
policy. 

“The younger generation is more 
open-minded, independent and recept- 
ive to change," said Ichita Yamamoto, 
40, a LDP upper house member who 
holds a master's degree in international 
relations from Georgetown University. 
“They are definitely changing the Diet 
process.” 

“I want to decide my own fate,” said 
Yoshitaka Murata, another junior LDP 
legislator who attended the hotel meet- 
ing to discuss toe party's new leader. Mr. 
' Murata is 53 and has served in 'Par- 
liament for eight years. 1 - .7 


As party elders continue to bold their 
closed-door meetings, many are still re- 


goals without imposing undue burdens 
on our fanners,” Mr. Clinton said in a 


Direct-Vote Motion 
Fails in Hong Kong 


written statement 

Mr. Clinton and Agriculture Secretary 
Dan G linkman were expected to meet 
Democratic members of Congress later 
on Wednesday to discuss how to respond 
to a farm crisis that has sent U.S. wheat 
prices into a nose dive. 

Mr. Clinton said the bill allowed the 
United States to send a strong message 
abroad without ignoring the “real needs 
of those here at borne. ’ ’ Pakistan is No. 3 
among customers for U.S. wheat 


HONG KONG — Hong Kong’s leg- 
islature defeated a push for faster 
democratic reforms Wednesday, re- 
jecting a call by Democrats to elect the 
full assembly and toe chief executive 
by direct popular vote when their cur- 
rent terms are up. 

The motion, calling for fully demo- 
cratic elections for the legislature in 
two years and for the chief executive in 
2002. would have had no legal effect. 
However, it touched on one of toe most 


MANILA — President Joseph Es- 
trada of the Philippines ordered toe 
cancellation Wednesday of police es- 
corts for wealthy businessmen and 
most government officials, saying toey 
were inappropriate symbols of power 
in a democratic country. 

Mr. Estrada, who has devoted his 
presidency to reducing the gap be- 
tween the rich and the poor, also bailed 
the use of sirens and flashing lights, 
and ordered police to stop any vehicles 
misusing them. (AP) 


China and U.S . End 
Naval Discussions 


Bangladeshis Cheer 
War-Ending Accord 


DHAKA, Bangladesh — Beating 
drums and waving banners, nearly 
25,000 people flocked into a soccer 


BEIJING — Senior Chinese and 
U.S. military officers ended two days 
of discussions Wednesday on how to 
avoid accidental armed conflict be- 
tween the two navies. 

The talks were toe first of what are 
supposed to be annual consultations on 
maritime safety. 

Washington proposed toe discus- 
sions after China conducted military 
exercises in 1996 that included firing 
missiles into the sea around Taiwan. 
The United States sent aircraft carriers 
near the island as a warning to Beijing, 
and toe two navies found themselves 
operating dangerously close to each 
other. (AP) 


closed-door meetings, many are still re- 
portedly leaning toward Foreign Min- 
ister Keizo Qbuchi, 61, largely because 
his turn has come on toe seniority ladder. 
There is, however, considerable worry 
that financial markets will shudder at the 
notion of the appointment of a political 
insider with little economic experience 
at a time of such crisis. Still, Mr. Obu- 
chi’s momentum seemed to build Wed- 
nesday. There were reports that he might 
formally announce his candidacy as 
early as Thursday. 

Younger party members are not 
united on their choice, but many are 
leaning against Mr. Obuchi and toward a 
younger face. The most frequently men- 
tioned name is the former health min- 
ister, Junichiro Koizumi, 56, a wavy- 
haired maverick who bucks tradition and 
would also be Japan’s first divorced 
prime minister. 

Mr. Koizumi is not a newcomer. His 
father and grandfather were cabinet 
members, and he has been in office since 
1972. Mr. Koizumi holds an under- 
graduate degree in economics from pres- 
tigious Keio University in Tokyo and 


image," said Yoshimasa Hayashi, 37, ait 
LDP upper house member. Mr. Hayashi. 


LDP upper house member. Mr. Hayashi. 
said that participation of the younge* 
generation in the process was adding a: 
healthy “new dimension’’ to choosingr 
the nation’s leader. ,u 

Youth is figuring into the de Libera: 
aliens of ail LDP members in another! 
way, too: the youth of Naoto Kan, 51, the 


energetic leader of the Democratic^ 
Party, which was the big winner in SuxtfjP 
day’s election. With elections for the: 
powerful lower house to be held within . 
two years, many LDP members dread: 

• the idea of voters already mad at tbq 


party choosing between the stale M£» 
Obuchi and the effervescent Mr. Kan. -,u 


made his biggest splash in politics with 
his repeated calls for privatizing the na- 


Obuchi and the effervescent Mr. Kam.w 

On Wednesday, Mr. Kan bounced 
along in toe hallways of toe lower houSE 
office building, beaming like a Bq® 
Scout in dark green suit, in marked conh 
trast to the unhappy, gray faces of tfiej 
Liberal Democratic Party. ! 

Asked about his future, Mr. Kan! 
beamed and kept moving. “I’m doing! 
my best," he said. I 
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U.S. 


Two-Thirds of World Opposes CurrentPlan, UN Conference Is Told 


Reuters 

4/52*^ ~^_ Tbe United States said 
Wednesday that foe proposed penm- 
nem coral to u> war cranes emerem* at 
a. United Nations conference would be 
•unacceptable” to two-thirds of the 
utotid. . 

' The chief U.S. David 

Scheffer, told a news co*l^“We 
stand oo the eve of the conference’s 


i non. We fear that governments whose 
\ » atizens make up at least two-thirds of 
-v V ': “* "woiid’s population will find die 
emerging text unacceptable.” 

- He said Washington’s over riding 

N concern was that the court wooldmrt 
nave jurisdiction over die nationals of 
■U. did Dot ratify its statute, 

; *jr shielding U.S. soldiers from any risk of 
* Prosecution as long as die United States 
> stayed oat of the treaty. 

“The United Stales and other coun- 
’ tries- have critical responsibilities 
around the world that are crucial tofoe" 
* v. protection erf civilian populations,’’ he 
. said. 1 ‘Ascheme that ignores these rie- 
' sponsibitities is not going to serve the- 
vital interestof the court/’ 

,V W hile he stressed- Washington ctiii 
• hoped for a broader agreement in the 


■ UJS ( ht»nre&EDropeaii6 

A lessandret Stanley of The New York 
Times reported earlier from Rome: 

The United 'States has been putting 
pressure on some ofits closest European 
allies to limit the scope of the court 

'Talking points said to have been pre- 
pared for Defense S e cret ary William 
Cohen, for example, suggested that if 
Germany succeeded in lobbying for 
‘ ‘universal jurisdiction” for foe court 
the United States might retaliate by re- 
moving its overseas troops, including 
those in Europe. 

Few Europeans took foe forest se- 
riously, believing that Washington 
■would not abandon its c ommi tments 
under the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganization to protest the formation of 
die inte rnational criminal court. And 
Germany was dropping its support for 
universal jurisdiction anyway after be- 
ing persuaded by other European coun- 
tries that it had too little support to end 
up in foe treaty. 

But foe talking pbints underscore 
how fiercely Washington opposes the 
kind of court desired by some of its 
closestallies. The United States is lead- 
the opposition to die 


As word of foe talking points spread 
through the conference, it created a stir 
ata gathering already merited by tension 
and deep divisions. 

Germany is one of more than SO 
countries that have wanted a powerful 
court that could prosecute individuals in 
any country for crimes ranging from 
genocide to crimes against humanity 
and war crimes, whether or not their 
country signed the treaty. 

The United States worries that its 
troops coaid someday be hauled before 
foreign judges on politically motivated 
charges, and has been lobbying relent- 


I^.mumng oays Deiore the deadline Fri- powerful court, with foe support of 
day at midnigh t, human rights groups France and some developing countries, 
denounced his statement as an ultimate The P entago n denied Tuesday that 
pressure tactic of threatening to aban- Mr. Cohen bad to withdraw 

don foe conference and actively oppose troops from Europe. But foe Pentagon 
tbe .5^ L . : - 5pbfcesnian, Kenneth Bacon, said Mr. 

»• ujtv a ** n * a ^ *° walk out,” said Cohen had argued publicity against 
Richard Dicker, spokesman for Human ~ sweeping powers for the court 

^y* 1 **- Mr. Bacon also said Mr. Cohen had 

• ,«, * ** 15 better that the United States never scen * ^those talking points.” Peo- 
w ^llc out than that the others accept a tag on officials said they tftd not know 
crippled court,’’ he said. where tfae documcnt had originated and 

Japan, meanwhile, has drafted a text did not believe that it bad come from 

their department. 

Delegations from more than 160 
countries have been negotiating the 
terms of a treaty at foe- conference in 
Rome. As the deadline for a compro- 
mise looms, some of the most era dal 
and contentious issues covering the 
court’s power and jurisdiction have yet 
to be resolved. 


like the United States and France that 
accept that the court should have foe 
automatic right to try cases of genocide 
Bat not the same powers over crimes 
against humanity and war crimes. 

The top French negotiator, Marc Per- 
rin de Brichambant, said this was a 
Vvery positive development. ’ ’ 


lessly to limit foe court’s jurisdiction. 

“Should foe universal jurisdiction 
proposal be adopted by the Rome Con- 
ference, we would have to consider foe 

S lications for our overseas presence, 
Qding onr commitment of forces to 
Europe, was bow the American talk- 
ing points expressed the U.S. position. 
They were prepared for conversations 
with German defense officials. 

The talking points, dated last Thurs- 
day, were private, buta copy was made 
available to The New York Times. 

Mr. Scheffer, the chief U.S. delegate, 
made the American position clear last 

a-ence that 


foe United States would countenance a 
permanent war crimes tribunal only if 
its automatic jurisdiction was limited to 
genocide. 

Mr. Scheffer insisted that the United 
States would not allow the court auto- 
matic jurisdiction in crimes against hu- 
manity or war crimes. To investigate 
those charges, the United States asser- 
ted, the court would need foe consent of 
the country involved. Nations that have 
not signed the treaty would have to 
agree before the court could act 

Even on genocide charges, Washing- 
ton says the court would have juris- 
diction only over countries that are party 
to the treaty. As the talking points put it, 
the prospect of the new court “pretend- 
ing to have jurisdiction over our per- 
sonnel, even though we are not a party, is 
completely unacceptable to the United 
States under any circumstances-” 
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And Wj(gm«ivn>iTF» 

Peter Hintze, Christian Democratic party secretary, unveiling a poster on Wednesday showing an 
elephant bathing in Austria’s Wolfgangsee, a lake resort where Chancellor Kohl is spending his vacation. 

Chancellor Tries the Jumbo Approach 

The Elephant Is a Very Intelligent Animal, 3 Kohl Party Leader Says 


Police Arrest 20 After Ulster Violence 


"il- QmpaedtvOvsegjfnmDepmka In foe House of Commons in London, 

9 ! -PORTADOWN, Northern Ireland — Prime Minister Tony Blair praised the 
Police moved into the fields near the police and called for negotiations to end 
Drumcree Anglican church Wedries- the standoff. 

day, arresting more than 20 people and “With a bit of goodwill and dialogue 

searching for explosives after another we esm find a way around this, so that 
violent standoff with frustrated Orange people can have their right to march, bat 
Order marchers. at the same time do it in a way that is 

- About 300 peoplemassed atapofice peaceful, tmprovocativc and where lo- . 
Barrier, overnight,' and sameforew-gas*': cal residents’ dignity is respected as 
aline bombs and fireworks at police and wdL” Mr. Blair said. • 

. _ m c ‘ : : j r * i— r. 


soldiers. The poficesatoonenian ap~ - 
Reared to have a handgun, but no shots 
were fired. No injuries were reported. 
i Three adults and -a juvenile wore 
charged with offenses mefoxfing criminal 
damage, obstruction and riotons beha- 
>Bor in connertion with foe disturbances 
at Drumcree, the police said. A spokes- 
woman at regional police headquarters 
in Annagh, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, declined to say exactly how 
many people were arrested. 

^ Among the items seized by police 
>were two crossbows, five slingshots, 
fireworks, five gallons (about 20 liters) 
of fuel and "two spent 9mm cartridges, 

- Members of the Orange Order say 
they will stay at Drumcree until they are 
permitted to march through a Roman 
Catholic neighborhood along the Gar- 
vaghy Road. 


BRIEFLY 


David Jones, a spokesman for the 
Portadown Orangemen, said he was 
pleased the police operation had been 
carried out “We stiff want an entirely 
peaceful protest,” he said. 

The clashes have become a nightly 
affair since July 5, when the Orange 
Oder was banned from staging its 
parade from Drumcree church because 
of fears of disorder. 

The order threatened to flood the area 
with tens of thousands of its members. 

But since the deaths of three young 
boys in a sectarian firebomb attack last 
Sunday in Baltymaney, many Orange- 
men have felt that mass protests are 


Police said one of two men being 
questioned about die murders had been 
released without charge. The other was 
still being held. 


The detective leading the hunt for the 
boys’ Jailers, Hamilton Houston, said 
tiie attack “had come at foe end of a 
week during which a number of Cath- 
olic families in the area had been the 
victims of a campaign of sectarian in- 
timidation.” 

The killings of the young Quinn 
brothers by suspected pro-British “toy-..- . 
alist' ^bombers -pnt tenure' on the 'Ch- 
ange Order to call .off its hard-line sup- 
porters’ often violent protests over the 
parade ban. 

The violence threatened to wreck 
April’s peace deal, which was intended 
to put a stop to three decades of sectarian 
and political violence inNorthem Ireland 
that nas cost more than 3,600 lives. 

Despite calls from political and re- 
ligions leaden in Northern Ireland and 
England, Portadown Orangemen say 
they will remain until they are allowed 
to march along foe Garvaghy Road. 

Negotiations conducted by interme- 
diaries between foe Orangemen and the 
residents of the Garvaghy Road broke 
down Saturday with no compromise 
over the Drumcree standoff in sight. 

In London, four suspected Irish re- 
publicans appeared in court charged 
with trying to carry out a bomb attack in 
foe capital last week. (AP, Reuters) 


Reuters 

BONN — Helmut Kohl has ap- 
peared in many guises in his 16 years 
as German chancellor, but on Wed- 
nesday campaign managers looking 
for a jumbo lift in the polls portrayed 
him as a bathing elephant under foe 
slogan “Keep Kohl. 

The election poster, immediately ri- 
diculed by opposition parties, was de- 
signed as a postcard from Mr. Kohl, on 
holiday at the Wolfgangsee lake resort 
in Austria. 

Mr.KohL famous for his wide girth, 
was delighted with foe poster, accord- 
ing to foe general secretary of his 
Christian Democratic Union, Peter 
Hintze. 

“The elephant is a very intelligent 
animal, ” said Mr. Hintze, unveiling 
the poster at GDU headquarters in 
Bonn. It reflects Mr. Kohl’s lifestyle, 
‘ ‘steadfast and sensitive, even if that's 
not obvious at first glance.” 

“Holiday greetings from the 
Wolfgangsee” runs toe caption under 
foe picture of an elephanL spraying 
himself with cool, blue lake water. . 

The unveiling was timed to coincide 


with foe first of three one-day forays 
Mr. Kohl is to make to holiday resents 
in an attempt to boost poll ratings that 
show him losing the Sept 27 general 
election. 

Mr. Kohl broke off his vacation 
Wednesday to make campaign stops 
along North Sea coastal towns in 
Lower Saxony state. 

“We have to make Germany fit for 
the future,” Mr. Kohl told a crowd of 
mainly elderly bealfo-spa guests at 
Cuxhaven. 

He drew loud applause for his 
stance on immigration and refugees. 

Mr. Kohl said the world's problems 
could not be solved on Gentian soil 
and he promised stricter controls on 
refugee claimants. He said foreigners 
who commit crimes in Germany 
should be deported. 

Mr. Kohl's Christian Democrats 
and its conservative Bavarian ally, the 
Christian Social Union, have latched 
on to the immigration issue as a po- 
tential vote-winner. 

The CDU/CSU alliance, in power 
since 1982, has so far failed to gamer 
support by campaigning on its record. 


Polls show it consistently between five 
and eight percentage points adrift of 
the Social Democrats and their can- 
didate for chancellor, Gerhard 
Schroeder. 

“We are going for a jumbo eco- 
nomic upturn,” said Mr. Hintze, re- 
flecting the party line that foe econ- 
omy has turned foe comer. 

Mr. Kohl predicted on foe eve of his 
vacation that unenmloyment would 
drop below four million by foe end of 
year and that economic growth could 
top 3 percent. But the Federal Labor 
Office has cast doubt on Mr. Kohl's 
forecast. 

The CDU has tried with two pre- 
vious poster campaigns to dose foe 
gap on Mr. Schroeder but foe ratings 
have refused to budge. 

This time it is hoping a touch of 
irony might help. But Mr. Kohl will 
need an elephant's thick skin, to judge 
by initial reactions. 

“There’s only one way to interpret 
this elephant in foe Wolfgangsee,” 
said foe Social Democrats’ campaign 
manager, . Franz ' _ Muentefering. 
“Kohl’s going to take a bath.” 


Spain Shuts Down Media for ETA Links 


The Associated Press 

MADRID — A judge 
probing fund-raising activi- 
ties for foe armed Basque sep- 
aratist group ETA shut down 
a newspaper and a radio sta- 
tion linked to foe outlawed 


The detainees are current Egin and Egin Irratia, Inter 
or former board members of Minister Jaime Mayor Or 
Drain S A, parent company of said at a press conference, 
foe Basque daily Egin and foe The minister said fo 


Egin and Egin Irratia, Interior Egin regularly publishes 
Minister Jaime Mayor Oreja statements by ETA, including 


Moving against foe firm 
that owns the news outlets, 
foe police also arrested 11 
people in a series of predawn 
raids around foe northern 
Basque country and in the 
neighboring Navarra region. 


radio station Egin Irratia. 

The police searched Egin’s 
offices in the towns of 
Hernani, Bilbao, Vitoria and 
Pamplona, as well as the de- 
tainees' homes and foe 
headquarters of Drain, offi- 
cials said. 

Judge Baltasar Gaizon of 
the National Court later is- 
sued an order closing down 


I Bones of Czar and His Family 
~ Preparedfor Burial Friday 

YEKATERINBURG, Russia — Eighty years after 
Russia's last c™ and his family were executed, their 
i-mucb-disputed bones wrae placed in small wooden 
coffins Wednesday and readied for a state burial along- 
side their royal ancestors. 

, President Boris Yeltsin was the driving force behind 
Jfehe plans for the burial, originally intended as a dignified 
way to close a bloody chapter in the country’s turbulent 
history. 

_ But the event has been dogged by controversy, ana most 
’of foe country’s leading religious and political figures — 
including Mr. Yeltsin — will not attend foe services, 
which end with the burial Friday in St. Petersburg. 

- rvar Nicholas D and his family were executed by the 
Bolsheviks on July 17, 1918, in the central Russian city of 
Yekaterinburg, and their bodies were dumped in ail 
unmarked pit until they were unearthed in 1991. (AP) 


Anglicans Face Clash on Gay Rights 


said at a press conference. its claims of responsibility for 

The minister said there attacks, 
were “close links and stable In December, Spain’s Na- 
con tacts” between Drain and tiooal Court found two Egin 
ETA which has been fighting reporters guilty of weapons 
to create an independent possession and membership 
Basque homeland since 1968. in foe ETA and sentenced 
Its bombings and other at- them to 39 years in jail each, 
tacks have killed nearly 800 Among those arrested 
people. Wednesday is Pablo Gorosti- 

In Hernani. where Egin has aga, a senior member of Hern 
its main office, Drain’s per- Batasuna, a political party 
sonnel director, Tomas Ar- closely linked to ETA Last 
rizabalaga.saidfoepolicehad year, 23 members of Herri 
disabled foe paper’s printing Batasuna’s executive board 
press there. Waving a copy of were jailed after being con- 
Egin, Mr. Arrizabalaga said: victed of collaborating with a 


The Associated Press Archbishop Carey said earlier 

LONDON — A decade this year, 
after a sharp debate oo the “I am sure this would be a 
or dinat ion of women, the serious error,” he said. 
Anglican Church is heading “Such a move would .dom- 
jbr a global conference that mate the entire agenda and 
could see a fight over foe confirm the world's sospi- 


backed the Kuala Lumpur 
statement, and Bishop Jack 


“I am sure this would be a Iker of Fort Worth, Texas, is 
serious error,” he said, among those who would like 
“Such a move would .dam- to see the Lambeth Coofer- 


inate the entire agenda and ence adopt foe same posi- 


rights of homosexuals. 

Although some bishops 
have ordained openly homo- 
sexual priests — and two gay 


dons that we are obsessed 


non. 

Diametrically opposed but 


with issues of gender and equally strong views are ex- 
sexuality. Homosexuality amplified by Bishop John 


will be considered calmly. 


men had their union blessed theologically and in a Chris- 


Spong of Newark, New Jer- 
sey. 

Bishop Spong wrote to fel- 
low bishops in November 
saying he feared the Lambeth 


last month at an Episcopal dan way, but we must not Bishop Spong wrote to fel- 
bhnrch in New Jersey — other allow it to sideline such cru- low bishops in November 
Anglicans regard homosexu- rial concerns as foe mission saying he feared the Lambeth 
ality as an abomination and of foe church in the new mil- Conference would adopt a 
condemn foe ordination of kaninm, relationships with position reflecting “our long- 
gays. Islam, our ministry to young standing ignorance and fear. 

The Lambeth Conference, people and foe argent matter instead of out of the gospel 
which begins Satuiday in of international debt” imperative.” 

London and is held every 10 Bishop Duncan Buchanan That drew a public rebuke 


Islam, our ministry to young standing ignorance and fear, 
people and foe urgent matter instead of out of the gospel 

lx ..1 ii 


lmperatr 
That c 


ive. 

dfew a public rebuke 


Fur/inp/iru OnPTL Kosovo Talks years, is the main forum for of Johannesburg will preside from Archbishop Carey. 

MhUTOpeanS upvn XVUSt rvv XUWW deha£e for leaders of foe over the debate on homosexu- “Yon attack perso 

world's 70 million Anglic- 


BELGRADE — The 54- nation Organization for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in Europe Wednesday started 
talks with Yugoslav officials on a fact-finding nnssionas 
■part of international efforts to resolve foe conflict in foe 
^Serbian province of Kosovo. (AP) 

Cyprus Recalls Coup of 1974 

NICOSIA — Sirens wailed in foe Cypriot capital 
" Wednesday oo a day of remembrance for foe 1974 coup 
engineered by the junta then ruling Greece, a coup that 
triggered Turkey's invasion and partition of foe lsland- 
- UNefforts to reunite foe island have failed. (AFP) 

Police Accused in Gucci Case 

MILAN — Benedetto Cerauto, 36, the alleged toller of 
the fashion mogul Manrizio Gucci, denied an Wednesday 
-that be pulled foe trigger and told a Milan court he was 
tortured by police bent on proving him guilty. (Reuters) 

'For the Record 

A Luxembourg man became the country’s first victim 
of CretnzfeWl-Jakdb Disease when bediedinahos^.m 
Brussels, Parliament was told Wednesday. (AFP) 


bate for leaders of foe over the debate on homosexu- “Yon attack personally 
grid’s 70 million Anglic- ality, an issue he predicts those of os who disagree with 
s_ “will throw its shadow pretty your opinion and in so doing 

Each national church is much ova* the present con- you distort foe theologies and 
* to go its own way, as they ference.” reasons why we arc led to 

ve done in ordaining worn- “There are some people conclude that there is no jus- 

who would want to say that tificatfcm for sexual expres- 
Cbmches in Canada, New foe question of homosexual- sion outside marriage,” 
aland and foe United States ity is not fundamental to foe Archbishop Carey said. 

ve elevated 1J women to faith,” Bishop Buchanan ^ 

shops. Some bishops, said. “Other people would ' 

wever, have threatened to say it is. One of my jobs at | ' ~ 


free to go its own way, as they ference.” 
have done in ordaining worn- “There are some people 
en. who would want to say that 

Churches in Canada, New foe question of homosexual- 
Zealandand foe United States ity is not fundamental to foe 
have elevated 13 women to fkrth,” Bishop Buchanan 
bishops. Some bishops, said. “Other people would 
however, have threatened to say it is. One of my jobs at 
boycott any conference Canterbury is to try to balance 
events involving the women the whole tot of it.” 
bishops. The conservative position 

The Archbishop of Canter- was stated by 80 bishops and 
bury, George Carey, leader of other church traders from foe 
foe worldwide communion Southern Hemisphere who 
affiliated with foe Church of met in Kuala Lumpur in 
England, hopes to avoid sim- 1997. 
ilar bitterness about die or- They demanded that the 
dination of homosexuals by church establish “a clear and 
calling for more study and unambiguous” stand that 
reflection on foe issue. prohibits sex outside mar- 


reasons why we arc led to 
conclude that there is no jus- 
tification for sexual expres- 
sion outside marriage,” 


“If bishops come to Lam- 
beth wanting a showdown on j 
this issue, I am quite clear that t 
there will follow a very neg- 
ative and destructive conflict 
which will put even further 
back foe cause of foe people 
you represent,’ ’ he said. 

Such thinking exasperates 
Desmond Tutu, the retired 
archbishop of Cape Town, 
South Africa. 

“That is crazy,” Bishop 
Tutu said in March. “We say 
foe expression of love in a 
monogamous, heterosexual 
relationship is more than just 
the physical but includes 
touching, embracing, kissing, 
maybe foe genital act The 
totality of this makes each of 
us grow to become giving, 
increasingly Godlike and 
compassionate. 

“If it is so for foe hetero- 
sexual,” be said, “what 
earthly reason have we to say 
that it is not foe case with the 
homosexual, provided the re- 
lationship is exclusive, not 
promiscuous?” 


“This is a historic Egin be- terrorist group, 
cause it will probably be some Mr. Mayor Oreja said the 

time before the paper is pub- raids were a follow-up to a 
fished again.” May 28 police operation in 

A private press monitoring which 1 1 persons were ar- 
group says Egin has a daily rested on suspicion of aiding 
circulation of about 52,000. ETA’s fund-raising efforts. 
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“lam all too conscious that riage and rules out the or- 
some will come wanting a duration of noncelibate ho- 
showdown on the issue of ho- mosexuals and the blessing of 
mosexuaiity and seek cat- same-sex unions. 
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egorical assurances from foe 
assembled gathering for a fi- 
nal, definitive opinion,” 


U.S. bishops affiliated with 
the traditionalist Episcopal 
Synod of America have 
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Israeli Entrepreneurs Strike It Rich on Internet 

Influx of Soviet Immigrants and Demise of Defense Industry Fuels High-Tech Explosion 

Successive Israeli governments have 


By Dina Shiloh 

Special to thcHemM Tribune 


T EL AVIV — They are probably 
the youngest self-made million- 
aires in the Middle East: the four 
Israelis who founded Mirabilis lid., 
then sold the company and its ICQ soft- 
ware last month to America Online Inc. 
for $287 million. 

Arik Vardi, Annum Amir, Yair Gold- 
finger, and Sefi Vigiser, who met after 
they had served their compulsory three 
years in the Israeli Army, have dis- 
tributed ICQ free an die Internet since 
1995. They will receive additional pay- 
ments of as much as $120 million from 
AOL starling in three years, provided 
that certain milestones are met 
The success of Mirabilis provides the 
latest evidence that Israel is beco ming a 
force in the computer industry — high- 
tech exports accounted for more than a 
third of overall Israeli exports last year. 

ICQ (I Seek You) enables subscribers 
dialing into the Internet to alert friends 
and acquaintanc es who are on-line at the 
same time. Users who find each other 
using the program can then exchange 
typed messages in real time. The pro- 
gram now has more than 12 miaion 


subscriber — with thousands of chat 
gronps set up by users themselves. 

“ICQ users are very loyal almost 
like fans of a pop grow or supporters of 
a football club.” said Yossi Vardi, chief 
executive of Mirabilis and father of one 
of the founders. “And they bring their 
friends. It’s incredible — we’re getting 
a minion new users every 19 days.” 
The Mirabilis founders took a gamble 
when they decided to give away their 
program. “Getting the market share was 
the most important thing,” said Mr. 
Vardi. “Ourlong-term strategy was to 
gravitate users to ICQ. We had 10 dif- 
ferent scenarios in our head as to how the 
asset would be converted into value.” 
Until AOL bought the company, ithad 
raised $3 million through private issues. 
AOL’s offer included the contractual 
promise — important to its founders — 
to keep die company in Israel, and retain 
all of its 70 employees. 

Israel, a country of 5.8 million, has 
sprouted hundreds of high-tech compa- 
nies that are producing cutting-edge In- 
ternet-related technology. 

Israel has about 4~000 high-tech 
firms, 70 of which trade on Wall Street 
with a combined market capitalization 
of more than $22 billion, according to 


tbe Israeli Export Institute. The high- 
tech explosion was partly fueled by die 
influx of thousands of immigrants from 
the former Soviet Union in die early 
1990s. Many of them were trained in 
computer programming and now serve 
as the backbone of the industry. Another 
push came, ironically, from the demise 
of die defense industry in Israel which 
forced employees of government-run 
firms into the commercial market 


Mi 
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can while, the advanced mil- 
itary systems Israel uses cre- 
. ales a youthful energetic high- 
tech work force straight out of the army. 
The three founders of another success 
story, GEO-Inleractive, met in the Is- 
raeli Defense Forces. 

“The IDF was, in a way, our uni- 
versity,” said Eli Reifman, 28, the vice 
president of marketing and sales at 
GEO-Interactive. 

The company makes Emblaze soft- 
ware, winch delivers video, animation, 
and sound over the Internet in real time. 
The software compresses information 
so that it is able to move faster over the 
Internet 

Hie founders of GEO-Interactive 
raised money by borrowing through 
Credit Cards and twlring loans from banks 

— asking tfaeir jwnente m sigp guarantees. 

In October 1 996, GEO-Interactive made 
an initial public offering on the Alter- 
native Investment Market in London. 
Following an additional placement of 18 
tnillirm shares last month on the London 
Stock Exchange, the company has a mar- 
ket capitalization of £156.5 millio n. 

The GEO-Interactive founders raised 
their money by themselves, but many 
Israeli high-tech companies have had 
help from the state. 


poured money into start-ups, assisting 
them with funds specifically for mar- 
keting and development. 

Drew Tick, an entrepreneur from Je- 
rusalem, quit his job to take a gamble on 
his idea — a “virtual newspaper” that 
delivers an electronic version of print 
publications directly to the user’s PC. Mr. 
Tick wanted to produce a program that 
would make it look, like the original 
Two years later, Mr. Tick’s start-up 
Zebra Push ware Solutions, 
iced the Infopager, which has gen- 
erated interest among newpapcrs and 
magarinm; all over the world, and. now 
has a distribution agreement with In- 
ternational Business Machines Corp. 

The stalled peace process does not 
seem to have had much of a negative 
effect on Israel’s nascent high-tech in- 
dustry. “Fortunately, people still invest 
here,” Mr. Tick said. That is borne out 
by the figures. In 1997, higbrtech ex- 
ports brought in $6 billion, or 34 percent 
of overall exports, figures from tire Is- 
raeli Export Institute show. 


SITES 
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Yair Goldfinger, left, and Arik Vardi, two of the founders of Mirabilis. 


ALT /Commentary 


Shakeout of On-Line Services: One Will Do, Thanks 


By Victoria Shannon 

International Herald Tribune 


I cut off some pieces of my life the 
other day, parts that 1 once thought 
were vital organs. But Fve recon- 
sidered, and not only can I live without 
them, I think I'll be better off. 

They are Microsoft Network, 
Prodigy and — most painfully — Com- 
puServe. 

When I started writing about on-line 
services in 1994, 1 couldn’t wait to 
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discover what new approaches and ex- 
periments the big on-line companies 
were trying on consumers in their ef- 
forts to make “on-line” a mass me- 
dium. 

Which of them was thinking outside 
the box, and how? What were they 
doing with “chat,” with meta-worlds, 
with CD-ROMs, with customer ser- 
vice? I felt that I had to be everywhere, 
to absorb tbe different communities, 
sniff around for originality. It was great 
fun. 

But now, I finally concede that there 
is' a' sameness tOThe online wtirftfcFJte-jfV r fT\ 
yond die basic services of e-mail e~ 
commerce and “forums,” or the vari- 
ous discussion groups, it all sort of 
washes together, and it’s not as much 
fun trolling for ever-more rare frag- 
ments of ingenuity. 

Many of you are surely saying, “So 
what took you so long?” Okay, okay, 
you’re right — I was an avowed and 
unbiased cheerleader for the on-line 
world from the beginning. I was too 
Forgiving, too patient and too hopeful — 
you might add naive — to give up 
earlier. 



FfinlarAaei. 


I n my defense, I did drop my mem- 
berships in Delphi and Genie years 
ago. Do the names even ring a bell 
anymore? They were pioneers in the 
business of connecting consumers, but 
they were also dinosaurs that stayed on 
their feet without advancing. I also will- 
ingly ditched the Wow service before it 
perished and grudgingly parted with 
eWorld when it died. 

But these other three — I thought — 


were different- 1 thought they had the 
money, talent, clout and name recog- 
nition to make me and millions of other 
people stay interested. 

Don’t get me wrong — I’m not de- 
claring than dead, or even on life sup- 
just get little reward anymore 
i exploring more than (me on-line 
service. If you ’re on them and they work 
for you, keep them. 

But if you’re on more than one, I 
think you’re getting two makes of the 
same model wasting your time and 
money. 

So why give up these particular ser- 
vices? 

MSN has had technical, billing, e- 
mail and content troubles from the start, 
ft has fried some cool and novel tech- 
nical feats, particularly its noble effort 
to mimic a TV station, but only high-end 
Windows machines need apply, thank 
you very much 

And now, unlike at MSN’s start, I no 
longer need to be an MSN member to 


visit the Star Trek Continuum site on 1 
World Wide Web. Hey, that’s no i 
factor. • 

Prodigy is a big Web site these days .5 
But I can vis it a lot of big Web sitesfiora(|fr 
any on-line service. In fact, Fm swim-1 
ming in big Web sites. Before migrating! 
its content to foe Web, Prodigy had 3 
cozy, homey feel 10 it. I think it’s been! 
lost in the translation. ■ 

C ompuServe — sigh. I didn't} 
think it would come down to this* 
But 1 can’t see paying twq 
monthly membership fees to Americaj 
Online, regardless of how differently! 
CompuServe’s owner is “positioning”} 
its more business-oriented service. Are^ 

I personally prefer the AOL software 
and interface. So long, old friend. 

So America Online stays as my de-} 
fault service — and it actually is almost! 
by default. While visionary thinking isj 
sore to be a part of foe next edition of the* 
software, I* ve been hearing AOL talks 
poblidy about version 4.0 since at least} 
January 1997. And foar’sa long time, inj 
on-line years, to keep creative advances! 
percolating behind foe scenes. 

The on-line service “shakeout* __ 
business types have been forecasting for} 
years has finally hit home for me. I’m; 
down to one on-line service, even if the* 
others survive. J 

My appetite for roving and roaming; 
will be more than sated by the Internet aO 
large. And it might make my e-mail! 
more manageable. - j 

Victoria Shannon edits TribTech. She J 
can be e-mailed at tribiech@iht.com \ 

\ 


BRIEFLY 


• HOME COMPUTING: Two 
services were started this week to 
help consumers shop for homes and 
mortgages on-line. Microsoft Corp. 
started a free on-line service called 
HomeAd visor, while America On- 
line Inc. and Intuit Inc. have col- 
laborated to begin a new mortgage 
area on foe AOL teal estate center, 
featuring Intuit’s QuickenMoortgage 
program. 

Microsoft said its service 
(wwwbomeadvisor.com) stream- 
lines the bome-buying process, 
from finding an agent to choosing a 
neighborhood to qualifying for a 
mortgage on-line. 

lira Microsoft real estate network 
represents more than 500,000 home 
listings nationwide, with new list- 
ings added every day, tbe company 
said. The site draws on home list- 
ings from both national and local listing services. 

The service created by Intuit and America Online is part of 



3-D GLASSES: Toshiba introd ucing _ 
device Wednesday in Tokyo that captures 
three-dimensional images fm* computers. 


any of these groups, the result on 
which would be counterproductive} 
to all of us,” he said at an EUi 
copyright conference in Vienna. I 
issues di scuss e d at the conference} 
include digital broadcasting .ri ghty 
Internet piracy and how to protect 
copyrights when consumers can use? 
new technologies easily to make cop-} 
ies of music or video recordings, f 
Music companies have called on 
tbe European Commission, the ex- 
ecutive body of the EU, to toughen a| 
proposed copyright law to help re-' 
dace digital piracy, which they say! 
may soon overshadow their other 
concerns about illegal producers of 
compact discs in countries such as 
China and Bulgaria. 

There are an estimated 8,000 il- 
legal music sites on foe Internet, 

. which allow users to listen to or! 
“Sf* 1 “P 1 ** of music without any payment to the 1 
artists orfoeir record companies, according to the Inter- 


aforee-year pact foe two conqwmes drew up in ffehmary to national Federation of the Phonographic Wstrv t 

bring Intuits personal finance offerings to AOL, the biggest The music industry savs A 

on-line service. It provides comparisons of mortgages offered appropriate copyriffiegi/lation te tej^e of 

^mccommeroe. But some computer, telecommunications! 
and consumer electronics companies argue that proposed EU I 
rules would harm consumers. ( Bloomher^ReurS-s)\ 


by as many as 1 1 different l 


( Reuters ) 


• COPYRIGHT CAUTION: The European Union single 
market commissioner, Mario Monti, has pledged to take into 
account the views of all relevant industry sectors in drawing 
up copyright policy for the digital era. 

Mr. Monti said this week that balancing foe diverse in- 
tellectual property interests of groups ranging from artists and 
software producers to phone companies ana Internet service 
providers was one of foe toughest jobs he faced. 

“We do not want an unbalanced legal framework to deter 
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USers waste radii*; 
desc T ibcs financial burden of sending! 

relieve dossed e-mail hnvM trong measures to, 
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But citing free-speeefa issues, tbe 
Imposing an oufrigfitem on unsolicited commercial e-mail j 


conuaonly called spam: 
The FTC’s report 
loading and reading, 
for Internet users w 


, „ . _ r le down- j 
. . process can be cosfjgi 

mJor by an ad hoc group foat included^ 

and 
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During the 



France Telecom 

heloed the entire world 


common 


• ... 


round. 


France Telecom — the sole telecommuni- 
cations operator of the World Cup — suc- 
cessfully transmitted all the drama of 
France 98 through voice, data and 
video broadcast to a cumulative TV 

— ' j * ..jut "i ■ j 

audrence- of -40 nbimon viewers: 


Passing the ball to 227 television 
channels worldwide, France 
Telecom broadcasted a total of 
60,000 TV hours. Thanks to the 
avid fans from 160 countries 
around the world, the official 
web site www.france98.com — 
was the winning football 
site with 1.7 billion hits. 

We would also like to 
thank the 12,000 mem- 
bers of the media who 
used our services and the 
150,000 France Telecom 
employees who helped score 
the winning goal to make 
France Telecom the winner in 
telecommunications services. 


LJF) France Telecom 
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Japan in the World 


It is a strangled message tbat came 
out of Japan’s elections on Sunday to 
the upper house. A large turnout de- 
livered a sharp rebuke to the long- 
ruling Liberal Democratic Party, cut- 
ting its seats from 61 (of 126 contested) 
to 44. But with its dominance in the 
more powerful lower house unaltered, 
the party stays in power. Prime Min- 
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto has been 
forced to resign, but his party will 
furnish the new leader, and there is a 
widespread feeling that the next prime 
minister may be even less effective 
than, by consensus, he was. Nor is 
there anything like a coherent oppo- 
sition capable of framing a salient al- 
ternative to the economic policies 
identified with LDP rule. 

Many Japanese and certainly many 
of Japan’s global economic partners, 
including the United States, are un- 
happy. They had hoped that for once 
the customary Japanese calls for re- 
form would be backed up by a gov- 
ernment capable of decisive leader- 
ship. Instead the stage seems set for a 
longer, more-of-same LDP run. 

Japan's recession has produced 
genuine distress. Unemployment is 
rising, so are bankruptcies, and the 
mood is anxious-to-sour. The reforms 
on the agenda are not all that strenuous. 


compared with what others similarly 
stressed have done. But the political 
system is slow to respond. J apan has a 
democratic system, but it re main s a 
long way from having the two-party 
system that frames alternatives and fa- 
cilitates national policy change when 
the time is ripe. 

With reason, foe United States has 
come to regard Japan, which has the 
second biggest economy in foe world, 
as the necessary locomotive of a broad 
regional effort to pul] Asia out of its 
current financial slump. A large part of 
Ameri can foreign policy rests on the 
r eform of Japan* 5 economy in order to 
stir fresh demand for its neighbors’ 
exports. This is a further source of the 
displeasure marking foe American re- 
sponse to the Japanese elections. 

The Japanese built their great and 
prolonged postwar recovery on the 
back of foe international economy. 
Now it is Japan’s turn to play a leading 
role to keep foe international economy 
foe benefit of its other 
pedally in Asia. For the 
loons need to be regarded 
wn private preserve but as 
their essential contribution to the 
health of a world system that has 
treated them welL 

— THE WASHINGTON POET. 


growing 
members, 
Japanese, 
not as 


For a Strong Court 


It is hard to undemand why Wash- 
ington is sabotaging foe creation of 
a permanent International Criminal 
Court that would serve American in- 
terests. The White House should wel- 
come a conn now being negotiated by 
inte rnational delegates in Rome that 
could punish and deter internati onal 
criminals such as Sackfcun Hussein. 

The Pentagon, afraid that U.S. peace- 


keepers abroad will be subject to po- 

s. is be- 


litically motivated prosecutions, 
hind the American opposition. But foe 
court will have ample safeguards to 
prevent frivolous cases. If foe judges at 
foe existing international trib unals for 
Bosnia and Rwanda are an indication, 
foe court’s justices will be sober. They 
will have to approve investigations and 
indictments. A country’s own courts 
would take precedence over foe Inter- 
nationa] Court, which would cover only 
foe most serious international crimes. 

Washington is asking that no pro- 
secution take place without the consent 
of the accused’s government. This pro- 
posal, a retreat from current interna- 


tional law, is supported by many of foe 
rogue states that Washington abhors 
and is opposed by most democracies. It 
is easy to see why — imagine Yugo- 
slavia having to agree before Slobodan 
Milosevic could be tried. The idea un- 
dermines foe whole reason for the 
court, which is to have international 
law n i m ip the impunity fhar interna- 
tional thugs win by force. 

There is every reason to believe that 
foe court would help protect rather than 
threaten the safety of American peace- 
keepers abroad. In Bosnia, for ex- 
ample, no American soldier has been 
killed in combat in part because the 
most violent men are not in political 
power but in hiding, after their in- 
dictments by foe Bosnia tribunal. 

If Washington remains opposed, 
other nations should proceed with the 
design and establishment of a serious 
court The administration, for its part, 
should not compound its isolation by 
destroying world efforts to make this 
50- year dream a reality. 

—THE NEW YORK TIMES. 
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Another Russian Bailout 


Who does not feel uncomfortable 
supporting foe Russian bailout now 
being promoted by foe International 
Monetary Fund the World Bank and 
foe U.S. Treasury? Not foot general 
agreement is lacking on foe urgency of 
restoring Russia's economic health. 
But the instruments — international 
loans— available to serve this purpose 
have been tried before, with disap- 
pointing results. Russia has taken the 
money and asked for more but has only 
episodically made good on the reforms 
and policy changes that were supposed 
to be foe quid for the quo of foe loans. 
What assurances ore there that it will 
be any different this time around? 

The best case that can be mustered 
for foe new $22.6 billion in low-in- 
terest loans that Russia is being offered 
over foe next 1 8 months is that some of 
the factors contributing to its economic 
slump are not of its own making. The 
Asian economic turmoil, for instance, 
and foe falling world prices of oil and 
gas, Russia’s big exports. 

But other pans of the Russian equa- 
tion are very much the country’s re- 
sponsibility. The slowness in boosting 
tax revenues, for instance, foe hesitation 
to trim foe budget deficit, the tardiness 


of a list of internal reforms, including an 
inexcusable failure to provide legal pro- 
tections for private foreign investment. 
These items are caught up in a bitter 
internal Russian political struggle that 
is not likely to be resolved soon. 

In die raid, nonetheless, the United 
States and the other lenders face an 
inescapable dilemma. There can be 
earnest promises but no guarantees that 
this time Russia will deliver on refonn. 
Not to provide the new money, 
however, is to tempt default on large 
foreign loans, devaluation of foe ruble 
and resulting chaos, perhaps even a 
coup, some Russians suggest — all in 
all, an unthinkable result. 

The IMF bravely promises to make 
its economic judgments “in light of 
whatever decisions the Duma makes." 
The Duma, of course, is notorious for 
the resistance of its resident Commu- 
nists and nationalists to Russian co- 
operation with the international lenders. 
Boris Yeltsin went right to Bill Clinton, 
Helmut Kohl and the others to induce 
foe lenders to put up. These Western 
leaders are under a great burden to show 
that they are serious about getting their 
taxpayers’ money’s worth. 

—THE WASHINGTON POST. 


Other Comment 


Stirrings in America 


Most Americans are troubled about 
our country’s civic and moral con- 
dition. During the past generation, 
many of our families have crumbled. 
Neighborhood and community ties 
have frayed. Many of our streets and 
public spaces have become unsafe. 
Our public schools are mediocre for 
many students and catastrophic fail- 
ures for many others. Our character- 
framing institutions are enfeebled. 
Much of our popular culture is vulgar, 
violent and mindless. 

Political participation is at de- 


pressed-levels last seen in the 1920s. 
Less than 40 percent of the public 
expresses confidence in government. 

Blaming others oftea seems like an 
American pastime. In a time that calls 
for active citizenship, we are in danger 
of becoming a nation of spectators. 

Yes, we need honest, honorable 
leaders to help renew our civic health. 
But we need self-government and cit- 
izenship as welL Millions of Americans 
agree. Throughout foe nation, there are 
stirrings of a new movement of citizens 
solving community problems. 

— William J. Bennett and Sam 
Nunn, in the Los Angeles Tunes. 
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Foretaste of a New Political Direction in Japan t 

w ... nanllM r* 


N ORFOLK, Connecticut — Elec- 
tions in Japan usually produce 
political custodians. Voters kick foe 
din, resigned that nothing ever 
changes. For decades that proposition 
has kept foe financial markets calm. But 
last Sunday's parliamentary elections 
were emphatically something new. 

The Liberal Democrats retain then- 
hold on power, but their loss of 17 seats 
in foe upper house of the Diet was a 
rude triumph for foe fragmented op- 


By Patrick Smith 


times And uncertainty is the prireof 

progress. In Japan’s «e, the alter- years hence, 

native is to support foe same u na c- Aroen agenda is completed, 

may have suspected all along, it is the countable, Confocian bureaucracy that ^^uoht uoin a celebratory mood, . 
leadership inTokyo that bridles against produced foe mess the Japanese tma . ^ve an especally hard 

change — and in its own interests, not themselves in. orasninn this dimension of Ja- 

- The LDP feces a conundrum that tune grasping f ^ „ rpB)lmv 


those of the electorate. 


Thevote al^marks an advance to- M 

awl „ nuvtimr nmnnnm « tllimiliatinO HrfpSf for tWO reasons. SHO ® DOU, liiey 


demo- 


responsive 
at the tnmout s im- 


position, notably for foe Democratic 
Part} 


3 arty of Japan. 

The DPJ gained nine sears, enhan- 
cing its place as a credible alternative to 
the long-serving Liberal Democrats. Its 
leader, Naoto Kan, is now unchal- 
lenged as Japan’s most respected and 
dynamic politician. 

But foe true victory belongs to the 
Japanese. Long cast as pocketbook 
voters with no vision and an abiding 
attachment to the status quo, they have 
forced Tokyo and the rest of the world 
to recognize them as foe only true 
agents of change. 

This is salutary and scary all at once. 
It is now evident that the Japanese seek 
a fun damental shift in national direc- 
tion wheajust such a shift is essential to 
global economic equilibrium. As one 


ward a working, 
cracy. At 60 percent, 
gests that the Japanese are reawa keni n g 
politically. What long appeared to be 
apathy now looks more like a season of 
political frustration that lasted for foe 
duration of the Cold War. 

What is bracing about Sunday's vote 
is precisely what is worrying. The 
closer Japan draws to fundamental 
change, foe more evident it is that 
change of foe kind it seeks is a long- 


a humiliating defeat for two reasons: 
because it refused to change Japan, and 
because it was beginning to change it- 


pacific and assumed that they dis- 
cerned their own image. 

The paradox is only appanart. Cor- * N !? m r^ffest^wk; is strikingly 

rapt, complacent and intellectually gained most • lastwerc. 

vacuotu^tte LDP gained nothing but 


term prospect. The question raised is 
it With foe rest of East Asia in 


urgent 

crisis, can foe world wait for Japan to 
rediscover its way? 

No investor with exposure in East 
Asia can avoid the obvious anxieties. 
But they are no reason not to applaud 
what we are witnessing in Japan. 

Anyone who views democracy as 
the sturdiest base for a sound social and 
economic system must accept that, as 
the Chinese say, we live in interesting 


contempt among voters for its long re- 
fusal to alter a system that serves cor- 
porations, foe bureaucracy and foe polit- 
ical elite — the triumvirate that has 
prospered at the expense of democracy 
and the individual's interests. 

When foe LDP finally launched re- 
forms, it was chiefly in response to U.S- 
pressure. Tokyo has consistently prom- 
ised to carry out the kind of free market 
liberalization measures that Americans 
now favor, regardless of whether they 
suit foe Japanese context 

The majority of Japanese, safe to 
say, want c hang e. But they have little - 
enthusiasm for “globalization" and 
the challenges to community life that it 
so often represents. Left to their own 


security are sometimes 
he said when I met him uj b* ew York 
recently. "It’s our challenge ^to rec- 
oncile these two — to find afree but 
secure society." He then quoted Bnt- 
ish Prime Minister Tony Blair on die 
wisdom of "a third way.” 

“Since foe Cold War is over ” he 
sim-i sa id, “we don’t need ^ to think 
solely in terms of ‘the 'West.”’ Ini the 

end, he said, the Japanese will find their 
own way . This is the voice of an emerg- 
ing Japan. And the Japanese have tokl 
os t hat we ought to listen. 


The writer, author of “Japan: A Re - 
ted this 


interpretation ” contribu, 
merit to the Herald Tribune. 


com- 


Here Is an Invitation to Washington to Get on the Phone to Asia 


L OS ANGELES — Japa- 
nese voters castigated their 
government's policies in a dev- 
astating blow to Prime Min- 
ister Ryutaro Hashimoto, who 
duly resigned. They deserve to 
know that their growing frus- 
tration with their country’s di- 
rection is shared abroad. 

The bold rebuke in upper 
house elections, which were a 
referendum on national policy, 
could provide Washington 
with a great opportunity to ar- 
rest the alarming slide in U.S.- 
Japanese relations. 

In a globalized world, Jap- 
anese and o flier economies are 
joined at foe hip. This election 
could prove viral to foe world. 

In eight years foe Japanese 
have had seven prime minis- 
ters; they are about to have an 
eighth. America, Japan's fore- 
most ally, has become virtually 
resigned to foe view that foe 
Japanese political system is so 
frozen that it makes scant dif- 
ference who is on top. 

A Clinton administration of- 
ficial confided, regarding the 


By Tom Plate 


previously scheduled late July 
summit that had been organ- 
ized for Mr. Hashimoto: “We 
were planning foe visit and we 
said: What the hell are we go- 
ing to say to foe prime minister 
when he’s here? Their system 
just won’t change, the econom- 
ic crisis is getting worse, it’s a 
very bad scene between us.” 

Now the Clinton adminis- 
tration does not have to worry 
about wbat to say to Mr. Ha- 
shimoto. But it does need to 
keep talking to Japan. A grave 
split in Tokyo- Washington re- 
lations could be catastrophic. 

It is viral to look on the 
bright side. The message of the 
ruling party's defeat in Sun- 
day's voting was clean It’s the 
economy, stupid. 

America bias an obligation 
to try to connect with that an- 
ger, especially before Amer- 
icans become terminally frus- 
trated with Japan. 

U-S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin is thinking of 


heading bade to Wall Street 
His chief deputy, foe former 
Harvard professor Larry Sum- 
mers, or top-notch U.S. Trade 
Representative Charlene Bar- 
shefsky could step smartly into 
his shoes. But Mr. Rubin owes 
it to foe president and foe coun- 
try to stay for the duration. 

Whatever his mistakes, such 
as failing to react promptly to 
last year’s Thai currency col- 
lapse, he probably is foe most 
realistic oif President Bill Clin- 
ton’s close advisers. 

Knowing the stakes, Mr. 
Rubin will want to fight two 
big impediments to recovery. 
In America there is foe incom- 
s, now foolishly 
at providing more 
money for foe Asian bailout 
effort. And across the Pacific 
there is the clueless Japanese 
political establishment, which 
needs to be constantly pres- 
sured to stop dithering as Asian 
economies sink in foe East 
The Japanese are so much 


more capable than this, and 
they have the money to get 
their economy moving for- 
ward again. What is missing is 
the leadership at the top. 

Mr. Rabin should put to- 


ll ave a tremendously adept 
economic team,” says a Clin- 
ton official); and of course Ja- 
pan’s new prime minister. 


ex a major effort to jar 
okyo out or its lethargy and 


Emergency telephonic con- 
rences might degenerate into 


so achieve a higher level of 
regional consensus about foe 
crisis. His boss needs to chair a 
crucial series of long, well-pre- 
pared and frank telephone con- 
ferences with foe principals of 
the Asian financial crisis. 

That would include China’s 
economic czarZhu Rongji, be- 
cause a Chinese currency de- 
valuation would prolong the 
crisis: President Kim Dae 
Jung, because South Korea is 
too big and too important to 
foil; Hong Kong Chief Exec- 
utive Tung Chee-hwa, because 
suddenly the former British 
colony is in economic trouble; 
Malaysia’s Mahathir bin Mo- 
hamad, an essential player in 
any true regional consensus- 
building; Singapore’s Finance 
Minister Richard Hu (“They 


ferences : w 
consensus-poisoning Asian 
gripe sessions against Amer- 
ica, whose seeming indiffer- 
ence to Asia’s current pain, as 
well as stubborn over-reliance 
on foe IMF, are sore points. 
Still, it’s worth the risk. 

This crisis is virulent and 
will become worse. The 
temptation for many will be to 
throw up their hand s and give 
up hope. VS. leadership can 
and should do more than cheer- 
lead, but even that cosmetic 
touch might help right now. 

“The conferences you’re 
suggesting,” commented an 
administration official before 
Sunday’s political tsunami in 
Japan, “would have more pop 
to them if Japan were to be 
awake.” Judging from foe 
election returns, die Japanese 
are not slumbering. 

Los Angeles Tones.- 
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Voters in the Old Communist World Waiiritie Market 


W ASHINGTON — The 
right recently won a sur- 
prise majority in the Czech Par- 
liament, soon after the right 
won parliamentary elections in 
Hungary. Yet this past spring 
the talk was of old Communist 
parties having made comebacks 
in parliamentary elections in 
Moldova and Ukraine. 

In fact, old Communist 
parties are doing far worse in 
democratic elections than is 
generally perceived. Of 16 
countries with democratic elec- 
tions in East-Central Europe, 
outside of former Yugoslavia, 
an old Communist party is rul- 
ing in only one, Albania. 

There, foe prior nonsocialist 
government virtually handed 
foe Socialists their victory last 
summer, after having aban- 
doned democracy and brought 
the country close to civil war. 

Former Communist parties 
have lost power through par- 


By Anders Askmd and Simon Johnson 


liamentary elections in no fewer 
than six post-Communist coun- 
tries in foe two last years. 

In Bulgaria and Romania, so- 
cialist governments discarded 
reform and brought foe econ- 
omies to high inflation and col- 
lapse in output in 1996 and 
1997. as little or no reform was 
pursued, and foe voters pun- 
ished them. In both countries, 
the socialist vote was roughly 
halved to 22 percent, and on foe 
basis of popular support the 
new nonsocialist governments 
brought about radical economic 
reforms. Socialist parties that 
are in power and refuse to re- 
form seem condemned to lose. 

In Poland, Lithuania, Mon- 
golia and Hungary, Commu- 
nists veered in a social demo- 
cratic direction, and pursued 
relatively successful market 
economic reforms. Even so they 


were beaten. In Lithuania, foe 
Communist share of the vote 
collapsed from 43 percent in 
1992 to barely 10 percent in late 
1996. In the other Baltic conn- 
tries, successful reformers Es- 
tonia and Latvia, foe Commu- 
nist parties have disintegrated. 

The two former Communist 
parties that are doing best in 
democratic elections are argu- 
ably foe Polish Democratic Left 
Alliance (27 percent in 1997) 
and foe Hungarian Socialists 
(32 percent in May 1998). 
These two parties have been 


turned into right-wing social 
democratic parties, and they are 


defending the free market and 
privatization more than some 
conservative competitors. 

Another group of old Com- 
munist parties that are doing 
reasonably well are unreformed 
parties in not very reformed 


Unintended Consequences in Mongolia 


S EATTLE — For more than 
three generations Mongolia 
was a Communist state. The 
government ran nurseries, day 
care centers, schools, factories 
and collective farms. Such fa- 
cilities were spartan and author- 
itarian, but they provided a min- 
imal social safety net 
That safety net began unrav- 
eling in 1990 as Mongolia 
began an abrupt transition to 
capitalism. Among foe victims 
are several thousand homeless 
children. They squat in stair- 
wells, entryways and base- 
ments in Ulaan Baatar, the cap- 
ital. And about 500 live in 
underground utility holes. 

I recently lifted a manhole 
cover and descended to meet 
children living atop huge hot 
water pipes. Their quarters 
were daik, damp ana foul- 
smelling. Their clothes were 
filthy, their hair matted. 

By day they forage for food 
and pick pockets. At night they 
bed down on wooden planks 
placed on top of the pipes. 

A 1997 survey by the World 
Bank found 16 percent of Mon- 
golian families living in abso- 
lute poverty. As much as a third 
of foe labor force is underem- 
1 or unemployed. 

)r nutrition, ill health, al- 
coholism and domestic abuse 
are widespread. 

Vegetables, fruit, milk and 
milk products are beyond the 
means of most Mongolians. A 
recent nutrition survey found 
that a third of the population 
had not consumed any vege- 
tables in tire previous month. 

As a result, many children 
suffer from Vitamin D defi- 


By Dean R. Hirsch exceeds 90 percent And foe 


ciency, anemia and lack of iod- 
ine. Birth weights are low. And 
foe infant mortality rate, which 
fell in foe waning years of com- 
munism, ha$ risen. 

From 1990 to 1993, Mon- 
golia’s GDP declined by 25 per- 
cent The unresponsive, central- 
ized economy still in place had 
not adjusted to the withdrawal 
of an annual Soviet subsidy of 
5900 tniOion. From 1990 to 
19%. grain production, a key 
barometer in a nation whose 
diet depends on flour and mut- 
ton, fell by 70 percent. 

Parliamentary elections in 
1996 resulted in Mongolia’s 
first non-Corrununist govern- 
ment in 75 years and set the 
stage far a bold program of eco- 
nomic and political reform. But 
a young, enthusiastic leadership 
faces a formidable task. 

Civil society is weak. Laws 
are outdated or unenforced. The 
commercial banking system is 
antiquated. Commerce is 
hampered by extreme dis- 
tances, a sparse population, 
poor infrastructure and limited 
purchasing power. 

Mongolia does have consid- 
erable potential. The economy 
is relatively well diversified, 
with agriculture, mining and 
services each accounting for 
about one-third of GDP. There 
are sizable reserves of oil, 
per, gold and other 
Arable land is in short si . 
but Mongolia has abundant 
livestock and grazing lands. 

The population is educated, 
with an adult literacy rate that 


government is genuinely com- 
mitted to democratic refor 


win. 

Its challenge is to create a 
broad-based, free market eco- 
nomy that will benefit all Mon- 
golians. A centerpiece of the 
government’s strategy is a de- 
velopment plan whose objec- 
tives include reducing poverty, 
generating employment, im- 
proving health care and helping 
more students to complete 
primary education. 

Major funding has come 
from the World Bank and foe 
Asian Development B ank But 
there has been little private for- 
eign investment Assistance 
from the private sector and non- 
governmental organizations is 
vital if foe government is to 
meet its ambitious objectives. 

Many nongovernmental or- 
ganizations operate health, 
child care and nutrition pro- 
grams. Some now are exploring 
programs to encourage suburb- 
an vegetable and livestock pro- 
duction, enhance cereal yields, 
rehabilitate water wells and as- 
sist micro-enterprises. 

But Mongolia will need 
much more help. The world was 
eager for the freedoms tbat foe 
aid of the Cold War would 
bring. It should now be willing 
to ameliorate, the unintended 
consequences. 


countries. Russia, Kazakhstan, 
Ukraine and Moldova have in- 
troduced market economies but 
so far felled to achieve signif- 
icant growth because of too little 
reform. People did not really 
vote against reform but rather 
against the misery of poverty, 
corruption and stagnation. 

Even so, not all too many 
have voted for the Communists 
— in Moldova 30 percent, in 
Ukraine only 25 percent; and in 
Russia foe Communist vote 
seemed to peak in the presi- 
dential election in July 1996, 
when the Co mmunist 
Gennadi Zyuganov got 40 per- 
cent in a run-off. The Com- 
munist vote potential seems 
surprisingly limited even in 
these stagnant countries. 

This is brought out by regular 
opinion polls by foe European 
Union in 17 forma Communist 
countries. They show a persist- 
ent substantial majority for 
faster reform in virtually all 
countries polled. Similarly, 
people. tend to vote less soc ialis t 
in regions that have had the 
most reform. 

Sometimes it takes time and a 
lot of socialist shenanigans be- 
fore people realize what is go- 
ing on — as in Bulgaria and 
Romania. But sooner or later 
>le seem to understand, 
iyen under disastrous eco- 
nomic conditions, as in 
Ukraine/ the Communists ap- 
pear to be unable to broaden 
their appeal beyond their tra- 
ditional electorate. 

In the Russian presidential 
election in 1996. only one in 


five young voters cast chose th^ 
Communist candidate, while a 
majority of the pensioners* 
voted for Communists. 

A transformation into a so- 
cial democratic party of a Wes? 
European type would 
the natural road for an old < 
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monistparty. But only the Pol- 
ish. Hungarian and Slovak 


parties have succeeded in this; . 
switch and attracted significant, f? 
support. 1 

The only new social demo^. 
cratic party that has emerged i& 
in the Czech Republic; it hasjus^ 
won 32 percent in foe partial 
elections 


mentary elections. But even with! 
Communist support, that is not 
enough to form a government. ■ 
Thus, only the Central Euro^ 
pean countries, which arpj 
closest to Western Europe, have: 
social democratic parties. 

For the rest, the old Contv 
munist parties are facing dis-j 
integration as in the Baltics, or 
ideological and electoral stag- 
nation as in Russia aoc^ 
Ukraine. V 

The simple truth is that most] 
voters in the region want fester 1 
and more radical economic re-> 
form, and the best cure 
Communist threats 
democratic voting and 

market reform. . “ 

j 



Mr. Ashutd is a senior as t- 
sociate at the Carnegie Endow jj 
merit for International Peace.. 
Mr. Johnson is an associate • 
professor at the Massachusetts^ 
Institute of Technology. They\ 
contributed this comment to the ■ 
International Herald Tribune. ™ 
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The writer is president of 
World Vision International, a 
Christian relief and develop- 
ment organization with more 
than 4 jOOO projects in nearly 
100 countries. He contributed 
this comment to the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. 
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OPINION /LETTERS 


A1 I these problems persist in 
tbe U.S. news business today. A 
popular explanation, especially in 
the case of broadcasting, is cor- 
porate pressure. Netwcxks are 
obsessed with ratings -and aucfi- 
ence size, which, detramiae ad- 


so things are broadcast that should 
not have been. 

Newspapers and magazines are 
in a shmlar situation, beset by de- 
clining circulation and searching 


In Newsroom Culture, 
Something Is Wro ng 

By Richard Harwood. 

|Wb^a?d^te to*sst^th!u ^®2J^®™ ri ^^ fobIowilp 

tens that have led to recent jott- 
gW fiascoes. Urey are tee 
P^»u« of a corporate culture that 
pten seems impervious to change 
airi obbvions to its own ftsriMef 
[Nearly 20 yeais ago a glaring 
Jfr W«aboial weakness in the news 
business m Amaica was revealed 
in the Janet Cooke case and a 

E n ®* Jfss-publicized incidents 
about the same time. Ms. Cooke 

wShkigt^p^t 5““®* circolatioo and search 

SSSrtttS ^ regain lort^und. 

Jsdced only one thing: the truth. 

! what happened at The Post — 
the erosion of the editing function 
“ V/BS Opening all over the 
Country. More stories were h-*np 
based on anonymous sources and 
P° a ““ v e faith that journalists 
jvere honest and noble creatures. 

At the same time, editors were 
becoming increasingly permissive 
fa allowing reporters to clam up 
When asked to identify then 
sources. 

| We jonmaJists did not want to 

a *^ s . “Sanizatwns, ana writers wxm room to employ 
°~5f. tostitations, had their fictional techniques in thescrvice 
fhare of bars, pla^arists, thieves of “realism,” “meaning” and 
incompetents. They may be “truth,” blurring the definition 
^ _ - and function of journalism itself. 

Part of the problem is also the 
sheer bigness erf today’s media 
companies. Newsroom executives 
take on coroorate habits, devoting 
much of their working lives to 
meetings and “ planning ses- 
sions,” to budget battles, to die 
development and care of “new 
products,” to the writing of 
memorandums, to '‘community 
outreach,” to “sensitivity train- 
ing” and to personnel counseling. 

Often little time is left for editing 
and questioning stories as well as 
for enforcing by example die stan- 
dards on which ' good journalism 
depends. These frax^jons too often 
are delegated to people unqualified 
toperfonnthem; as we have seen in 
the events of the past few months. 

In the wake of the Janet Cooke 
incident in 1981, Norman Isaacs, 
a prominent critic of the “per- 
missiveness and arrogance of the 
'New Journalism,* ” made an ob- 
servation that is relevant today: 
“^Vharwe need are not reporters’ 
newspapers but readers’ news- 
papers — and what it takes to 
create them is good editing. ” 

The Washington Post. 


i'l 


of recent months cannot be ex- 
plained solely as responses to eco- 
nomic pressures from on high. 
Something baste is wrong with a 
newsroom culture in which things 
of this sort happen year after year. 

Part of it Is the “New Jour- 
nalism,” ofteiir called the “act of 
personal reportage.” It grew up in 
the 1960s and was developed by 
writers including Norman Mailer, 
Truman Capote and Tom Wolfe. 

As t hi s genre invaded news- 
rooms, it endowed lesser reporters 
and writers with room to employ 


— tO U nma sk in jour nalism 
man in other occupations Wan^ 
our standards are ambiguous. The 
plumber leaving the leak unre- 
paired, the surgeon performing 
too many operations and the law- 
yer absconding with funds held in 
pust are more likely to be detected 
than (he reporter quoting nonex- 
istent sources. 

| Journalism also has attracted its 
share of zealots who set out to 
prove a thesis regardless of the 
evidence. That is what ha ppen ed 
at the San Jose Mercery News two 
years ago when it published a 
series based on the the s i s that 
the CIA was behind the crack 
epidemic among blacks in Los 
Angeles. 

It happened this summer to 
Time magazine and CNN when 



Travelers as Kidnapping Targets 


W ashington — in the 
summer of 1995, the FBI 
agent Leon Schenck traveled to 
Kashmir to help negotiate tee re- 
lease of four Western tourists 
snatched from their campsites 
after a day of trekking. It was a 
harrowing case that showed bow 
easily tourists can fall into per- 
ilous circumstances and how dif- 
ficult it can be to resolve kid- 
nappings in foreign lands. 

The kidnappers were Islamic 
militants fighting for Kashmir’s 
separation from India. The tour- 
ists were pawns in the militants’ 
an erupts to pressure the Indian 
government mto freeing some of 
them imprisoned supporters. 

The tourists — two American 
and two British men — were ab- 
ducted on July 4 and whisked to a 
mountain hideout. A few nights 
later, under the cover of rain and 
darkness, one of the Americans 
crept past his sleeping guards and 
escaped. 

The militants then captured two 
more hikers from the Himalayan 
hillsides, a Norwegian and a Ger- 
man, 

By the time Mr. Schenck was 
en route a month later, the mil- 
itants had murdered the Nor- 
wegian tourist, Hans Christian 
Ostro, leaving his decapitated 
body on the outskirts of a moun- 
tain village. 

On the plane, as Mr. Schenck 
thought about the dangers ahead. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


By Ann Hagedorn 
Auerbach 


he fell into a conversation with 
two trekkers. 

“I was shocked,” he said later. 
“I asked them if they knew what 
was happening in Kashmir. They 
looked at me, f swear, almost with 
an air of excitement. ‘Yes, we 
know, bat we aren’t worried. 
The trekking areas are fine. 

MEANWHILE 

We’ll be fine.’ I couldn’t re- 
spond.” 

Kidnapping is a greater threat 
to Americans working or travel- 
ing abroad than is commonly 
known, although the threat varies 
from country to country. 

Several factors have contrib- 
uted to the rising danger. The 
booming Western economy and 
the end of the Cold War have 
made international travel avail- 
able to more people. Mime compa- 
nies are sending employees to un- 
familiar locales. These well- 
heeled Westerners become allur- 
ing targets for drug traffickers 
seeking ransom money to fund 
criminal activities, guerrillas with 
political aims or terrorists seeking 
to pay for weapons. 

As business travelers take steps 
to protect themselves — many 
learn kidnap prevention tech- 
niques, drive armored cars and 
hire bodyguards — they have be- 
come what is known as “hard 


The World Gup 

Not since Jawaharial Nehru un- 
furled tee flag of India’s freedom 
over the Red Fort in Delhi have I 
seen such an enthusiastic mass of 
lie as the millions celebrating 
i’s World Cup victory in 

Paris. 

The victorious French -team, 
featuring descen- 



timt of using poison gas on a li 
mission in Laos, 
i It happened to NBC afew years 
ago when it used film to “prove” 
that General Motors had marie 
trucks with unsafe gasoline tanks. 
One truck exploded on camera — 
a dramatic moment but a hoax. 


its of immigrants, represents a 
severe setback for Jean-Marie Le 
Pen's “nationalist” movement 
— just as secular India was a 
triumph over the communal re- 
actionaries who killed Mahatma 

Gandhi. 

MAD ANJEET SINGH. 

Paris. 

Regarding “A Great Unity 
Show, but America Tunes It Out n 
(Opinion, July 14) by Geoffrey 
Wheatcrqft 

Soccer leaves most Americans 
cold because it fails to stimulate the 


U.S. appetite for statistical eval- 
uations of performances. Until soc- 
cer can find a way to track comas, 
saves and yellow and red cards, it 
has no chance of ever satisfying 
America’s numerical obsession. 

PETER M. LUTTERBECK. 

Lugano, Switzerland. 

Regarding “And Now, Time for 
the Rating Game ” ( Sports , July 
13) by George Vecsey: 

Mr. Vecsey is a splendid writer 
and his World Cup coverage 
helped to enliven tee event, which 
all your writers covered bril- 
liantly. But as an American ex- 
patriate, here is an admonishment 
to the worldly-wise Mr. Vecsey: 
Do not come to these European 
shores bearing ethnocentric or po- 
litically correct grudges concern- 
ing smoking. 

Mr. Vecsey, while fully entitled 
to loathe cigarette smoke, merits a 
3.5 (on his l-to-10 scale) for his 
anti-smoking vitriol. The French 


have d£ gout ant — disgusting — 
smoking habits, he says. France 
should pay his dry cleaning bill, 
and will hear from his lawyer if he 
comes down “with emphysema or 
asthma or worse.” 

Mi-. Vecsey, dozens of top-level 
players and coaches smoke. Will 
they, too, hear from your lawyer? 

Let Europe be Europe, and al- 
low your fellow journalists to 
work in peace, albeit smokily. 
After all, the Cup commands your 
breath only every four years. 

CHRISTOPHER P. WINNER. 

London. 

77ie writer is the European 
sports editor of USA Today. 

Lord Hattersley 

hi editing my letter (“Blair and 
Business ’’ July 15), you mis- 
spelled Lord Hattersley's name. 

SIGMUND STERNBERG. 

London. 


quintessential “soft target" 
is the tourist. Unprotected and of- 
ten distracted, the average tourist 
is easy to spot and easy to lure. 

As the peak of the summer 
travel season nears, it is important 
to draw attention to the kidnap 
threat and to the reality teat gov- 
ernments are sometimes power- 
less, inept or unwilling to deal 
with such crimes. 

In a recent advisory on Colom- 
bia, for example, tee U.S. gov- 
ernment warned travelers: “Since 
it is U.S. policy not to pay ransom 
or make other concessions to ter- 
rorists, tee U.S. government’s 
ability to assist kidnapped Amer- 
icans is limited” 

No government has been able 
to determine tee fate of the re- 
maining Kashm ir hostages, much 
less obtain their release — if any 
are still alive. 

Those in the field have no doubt 
that abductions are increasing. 

Consider that during tee 1970s 
j^and r j98Dv iihen..kidQ^ppmgs 


were bigger news, Colombia and 
Italy led tee world in kidnaps, 
with 1,011 and 433 reported in- 
cidents, respectively, for the 10 
years from 1976 to 1986. 

Last year, there were nearly 
1,800 abductions in Colombia, 
which is still considered the world 
leader in the crime, and as many as 
1,500 in each of the countries vy- 
ing for number two: Brazil and 
Mexico. 

In tee past five years, according 
to analysts at several private ne- 
gotiations firms, abductions of 
foreigners have doubled Ransom 
demands are rising, too. Pinker- 
ton's, which issues an annual re- 
port on kidnapping and other 
political violence, estimated that 
kidnappers demanded $70.4 mil- 
lion in 1996. compared with $41.2 
milli on in 1995. 

So-called “fast food” kidnap- 
pings, in which a person is 
snatched off tee street and taken to 
a bank machine for a cash with- 
drawal, has become a popular 
technique in Mexico City. 

In some countries where 
longer-term kidnappings occur, 
such as Brazil, there are “hostage 
hotels” — houses stocked with 
food and medicine, operated by 
kidnap gangs. 

Countries undergoing social, 
economic and political transitions 
tend to be hot spots for kidnap- 
ping. As wars have ended, armies 
of well-armed soldiers and rebels 
have become unemployed. Such 
warriors do not generally become 
real estate agents or accountants. 

Control Risks Group, a Lon- 
don-based investigations firm that 
works on kidnap cases, says its list 
of tee most dangerous countries 
for kidnapping includes Colom- 
bia, Brazil, Mexico, the Phiiip- 
ines, Pakistan, Guatemala, 
enezuela, India and Ecuador. 
Russia is moving up on the list and 
Yemen is widely known as a 
country where tourists, in partic- 
ular, are at risk. 

I am not suggesting that people 
should stay home. But too many 
tourists are venturing forth with- 
out tee knowledge, skills or hu- 
mility to know what they might 
encounter. If you arm yourself 
with information and tr aining , 
you can travel to most places 
without fear. 




The writer is a former Wall 
Street Journal reporter. This ar- 
ticle is based on her new book, 
“ Ransom : The Untold Story of 
International Kidnapping." She 
contributed this comment to The 
Washington Rest. 


BOOKS 


CAPTEAL DILEMMA: 

Germany’s Search for a New 
Architecture of Democracy 
By Michael Z. Wise. 190 pages. $25. 
Princeton Architectural Press. 

BERLIN AND ITS CULTURE 
By Ronald Taylor. 416 pages. $3995 . . 
Jfale University Press. 

^FAUST’S METROPOLIS: 

A History of Berlin 
By Alexandra Richie. 1 J39 pages. 

$37.95. Carroll & Gref. 

Reviewed by Richard Breitman 

S EAT of tee HohenzoHern dynasty in 
Brandmburg/Prussia, capital of Im- 
perial Germany and of two very dif- 
ferent 20th-century successors, and epi- 
center of (be Cold War in Europe, the 
city of Berlin has had a long and tur- 
bulent history. With boundary changes 

brought about by Wcrid Warn, Berlin is 

no longer in tee middle of Germany but 
quite near its Polish header. Any history 
of Berlin must consider not only tire 
city’s changing characteristics, but also 
its relationship to its own. state. 

In “Capital Dilemma: Germany's 
Search for a New Architecture of De- 
.mocracy,” the most current of the three 
Jboks considered here, Michael ZL Wise 
assesses how Che German state has re- 
cently presented itself in built form. 

The Nazi experience discredited mo- 
numentalist neoclassical architecture in 
West Germany and West Berlin. A 
would-be architect. Hitler not only au- 
thorized the construction of grand new 
buildings to strengthen state authority 
but also designated Albert Speer to re- 
design Berlin in a way befitti ng tee 
capital of a vast world empire. Only 
wartime shortages prevented sncb mon- 
strosities as a gigantic domed 


Vicu IU aw l in . .......... — r - - - . 

[e and a new north-south axis tn~ 
lg the city. 

e surviving Naa-constrncted 
ings and those of communist East 


Berlin, some of which also reduced tee 
individual into insignificance, left an 
uncomfortable legacy. To destroy tee 
old and to construct anew was not only 
immensely costly; it also raised tee 
specter that a unified Germany was try- 
ing to bury and forget the worst elements 
of its history — as tee Nazi regime and 
tee East Goman government had once 
tried from different perspectives. In 
. 1950 die East German authorities had 
destroyed the former HohenzoHern roy- 
al palace in Berlin, denouncing it as a 
reminder of an inglorious past Should 
one now erase tee visible traditions of 
tee former East German citizens? 

Wise concisely and ably details tee 
blend of considerations — political sens- 
itivities, environmental concerns, his- 
toric preservation, efficiency and com- 
fort, and architectural creativity — teal 
constrain but inform discussions and de- 
cisions about visible political symbols in 
tire new Berlin, which will become the 
seat of government next year. 

A retired professor of German who 
taught at the University of Sussex, Ron- 
ald Taylor covers Berlin culture from its 
13te-ccntury origins until the 1990s. Of- 
fering the bare minimum of political/ 
diplomatic events — only enough to 
understand tee context in which Berlin 
developed — Taylor manages to de- 
scribe and analyze art, architecture, mu- 
sic, literature, theater, and at times pop- 
ular culture as well. 

Some of his generalizations about the 
Zeitgeist may not bear too much scru- 
tiny, and transitions in such a broad 
survey are a little ragged . at times. But 
the flaws hardly matter. This book has 
the texture of a stimulating set of ex- 
tended, illnstrazed lectures on arts and 
letters centered in Berlin. Taylor and 
Yale University Press deserve compli- 
ments not only for the clarity and quality 
of the 149 reproductions but also for 
their placemen! — as close as possible to 
tee relevant portions of the text Bote 
those familiar with German culture and 
those seeking to learn about it can enjoy 
Taylor’s learned tour. 

Taylor touches on some broad 


themes. With certain exceptions, the 
HohenzoHern dynasty sought to en- 
hance its and Prussia’s reputations 
through culture in tee capital — 
through commissions and other forms 
of encouragement Some styles and 
movements took better than others. 
Taylor accepts tee view that the En- 
lightenment and Frederick tee Great 
had a particularly strong impact on the 
city and its inhabitants, and teat Berlin 
pursued modernism and tee avant- 
garde in tee 1920s with a vengeance. 
As a result, the city was frequently not 
typical even of other German cities, let 
alone of German culture generally. 
Nineteenth-centuxy romanticism and 
its 20th-century offshoots had relative- 
ly little influence on a city that valued 
— although did not always practice — 
pragmatism, skepticism, ana irony. 

Alexandra Richie’s gargantuan study 
of Berlin is primarily a political and 
social history. Some material, such as hex 
discussion of early German and Slavic 
settlement and interaction in the region 
of Brandenburg, should be unfamiliar to 
most readers. In covering Berlin from the 
1980s to the present, Richie draws ef- 
fectively on her own experiences in bote 
West and East Berlin, as well as on 
published sources, to present tee feel of 
the city. The bulk of tee work, however, 
treats Berlin from tee 16th century 
through the Cold War — ground teat 
many others have traversed. 

This book contains too many stories 
and too many errors. The French sect 
troops into tee Ruhr in 1923, not 1922. 
Joseph Goebbels did not succeed Hitler 
as chancellor in tee final days of tee 
Third Reich. And despite all the research 
that went into tee book and the mountain 
of information presented, one is left with 
serious questions about Berlin’s place in 
German history as a whole. 


Richard Breitman, a professor of his- 
tory at American University whose latest 
book, “Official Secrets: What the Nazis 
Planned, What the British and Americans 
Knew," will be published in October, 
wrote this for The Washington Post. 


BRIDGE 


By Alan Truscott 

NE use of a weak two- 
• bid is to direct a lead. The 
shown in the diagram was 
idedly different It nndir- 

d a lead to the player who 

le tee bid. 

: occurred in the New York 

I of tee Grand National 
m Championship, played 
[onors Club. West, whose 
-diamond opening was 
iously influenced by the 
H-able vulnerability and 
third-seat situation, was 
Cayne. His partner, swo- 
tting most effectively for 
a San tag, was 
teelL Together with Dav- 


id Berkowitz and Larry Co- 
hen, they won the final by a 
wide marg in a gains t a group 
led by Nancy Schwantes, and 
will represent New York in 
national playoffs in Chicago 
this month. 

There are times when one 
should believe an opponent, 
and this was one of them. 
South's three no-trump bid 
suggested that he was well 
prepared for a diamond lead, 
so Cayne tried a small spade. 
When dummy played low 
pqci won with tee queen and 
<hift ed to the diamond nine. 

South played low, and West 
won with the jack and looked 

for fresh fields id conquer. He 
tried the heart 10, and South 


finessed the queen. But he was 
having no hick at alL The 
queen lost to tiie king, and East 
reverted to diamonds. Another 
finesse predictably lost. West 
established his diamonds, and 
South made the seven tricks he 
began with. Down two. 

in the replay West did not 
open the bidding. Norte bid 
one no-tramp. South raised to 
three, and East, with nothing 
to nndirect the normal lead, 
produced a heart. That gave 
North his eighth trick, ana he 
crossed to tee South hand 
with a club lead to {day a 
spade. The king was his ninth 
trick, and die Cayne foursome 
gained 13 imps en route 
to victory. 


NORTH 

4K7S 

CAQ3 

4105 

*AQJS2 

WEST EAST (D) 

♦ A B 5 ♦ Q 10 9 3 

9106 9KJ982 

4KJ842 $973 

*1086 *5 

SOUTH 

*J«2 

9754 

0A.Q6 

*K743 

North and South were vulnerable. 
The bidding: 

East South West North 

Pass Pass 30 DhL 

3 0 3 N.T. Pass 


West led the spade the. 
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Korea Puts 
Kia Motors 
Up for Sale 


Ford Is Eager to Buy 
Struggling Carmaker 


By Don Kirk 

/ nlemoriono} HcraM Trjh me 



— South Korea foimally 
placed Kia Motors, once the nation’s 
sMOTd^argest antomakear. on the auction 
block Wednesday and pledged a tough 
totalization that will belosUv to to* 
shareholdere who brought the indebted 
company to the brink ofbankruptCY 

amved here to aggressively promote the 
s uterest in taking full control 

• Ford's unstated but apparent inten- 
tion to enter the bidding has shaken 
Korea s motor vehicle manufacturers 
-T- Hyundai Motor Co., Daewoo Motor 
Co. and Samsung Motor Coup. — which 
afso want to take over Kia. Their ex- 
ecutives and managers have stressed 
privately that Kia should remain & 
Korean company. 

■ “Oy vision for Kia is that it will be 
an independent company and- will keep 
its own brand,” Ford's vice chairman, 
Wayne Booker, said in an interview 
before a round of meetings with of- 
ficials from Kia, die creditor banks and 


the Korean government 
“We will be bringing new technol- 


ogy to Korea, we will be brin g in g new 
cash,” he said. “We will be bringing 
marketing know-how.” 

The auction of Kia is emerging as one 
of the most important tests of South 
Korea’s openness to the foreign takeover 
of major companies since the country 
was rescued from bankruptcy in Decem- 
ber by a loan package put together by the 
International Monetary Fund. 

Korean officials have repeatedly 
stressed their desire for foreign invest- 
ment, but potential investors often com- 
plain of bureaucratic resistance iand dif- 
ficulty in getting complete facts and 
figures about companies. 

Lee Keun Youngygovemor of the 
government-owned . Korea Develop- 
ment Bank, winch is Kin's main cred- 
itor, announced die bidding for Kia, 

See KIA, Page 15- 
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Lawrence Kudlow, an author of rosy economic forecasts, has returned to prominence after battling drugs. 


The Odd Odyssey of a Wall Street Lion 


By Eric Pianin 

Washington Post Service 


NEW YORK — He has coaxed 
House Speaker Newt Gingrich and 
other Republican leaders - to take a 
more aggressive stand on tax cots, and 
as the reigning optimist on Wall Street, 
he has issued economic forecasts that 
promise budget surpluses of hundreds 
of billions of dollars beyond those 
predicted by government officials. 

After a strange journey that took 
him from the Reagan White House to 
Wall Street to a drug rehabilitation 
clmic, Lawrence Kudlow, SO, is back 
precisely where he likes to be: at the 
center of a brewing controversy over 
economic policy. 

When Congress resumes deliber- 
ations this week on how to reshape 
budget and tax strategy in an era of 
record economic growth and prospect- 
ive budget surpluses, Mr. Kudlow’s 
.views wxlibe very much in the mix. 

. qNfc* J£ udtaw Vdedtacaors, incMk.. 


ing a number of prominent economists 
— complain that his extraordinarily 
rosy forecasts defy mainstream eco- 
nomic models and are steeped more in 
wishful thinkin g than in empirical 
data. But more remarkable — and 
troubling — for some is Mr. Kndlow’s 
rapid return to influence in Washing- 
ton less than three years after he ap- 
peared washed up because of a serious 
drug and alcohol problem. 

“Some people still ask, 'Can he 
handle it?’ ’ said Stephen Moore, one 
of Mr. Kudlow’s closest friends and a 
collaborator in recent memorandums 
and newspaper opinion pieces con- 
tending that the Congressional Budget 
Office is “low-balling” its long-tenn 
forecasts of economic growth and the 
budget surplus. 

Mr. Kualow acknowledges tire le- 
gitimacy of the concern thaLsome law- 
makers may write tax laws on the basis 
of forecasts by a controversial econ- 
omist with an erratic . past. “For those . 
who tehoose not tOL,reiy Qn meue be- . 


lieve me, 1 understand and I’m OJC 
with that,” he said 
A former acolyte of David Stock- 
man, the budget chief under President 
Ronald Reagan, Mr. Kndlow lost his 
$l-milJion-a-year post as chief econ- 
omist for the investment house Bear, 
Steams & Co. in 1994- and a sub- 


sequent job as an economics writer for 
William Bu 


Buckley's National Review 
in a devastating downward spiral of 
drug and alcohol abuse that Mr. Kud- 
low said dated to the mid-1980s. He 
resigned from Bear Steams shortly 
after he blacked orn rat a cocaine binge 
and missed a speaking engagement in 
Boston with 200 of the company’s 
most important clients. 

The glib, urbane Mr. Kudlow for 
years had appeared on die lecture cir- 
cuit and television talk shows, includ- 
ing “Firing Line,” “Crossfire” and 
“The McLaughlin Group,” putting 
forth his crisp, conservative views on 


■'j 


See KUDLOW, Page 15 


Betting Against Market - Now, That’s Irrational 


WASHINGTON — The stock mar- 
ket is a merry prankster. Just when you 
think you have it figured out, it acts up 
and does what you least expect 
That is what happened Tuesday, 
when the Dow Jones industrial average 


.soared 149.33 points to a record. Why? 
▼Apparently because a few big compa- 
nies like Johnson & Johnson and J-P- 


fectian in the weeks that followed. U.S. 
stocks moved up in fits and starts — then 
sent up their Bastille Day skyrocket and 
passed the 9,300 maik Wednesday 
morning. Total gain for die 30 days 
ending Tuesday. 7 2 percent a pace that 
would roughly double your money in a 
year. 

The lesson from all this is that die best 


Morgan & Co. reported that profits were 
growing faster than analysts expected. 
This was supposed to be a year when 
profits would disappoint But, then, 
1995. 1996 and 1997 were supposed to 
be such years, too. 

Or maybe the market rose simply 
because it wanted to humiliate all the 
pundits who were claiming a month ago 
that the fun was over. 

On June 15, the Dow closed at 8,628 
points — nearly 600 down from its high 
of 9.212 on May 13. The culprit, we 
were told, was Asia. 

Also on June 15, Byion Wien, a heavy- 
hitting strategist at Morgan Stanley Dean 
Witter, said he saw — as the headline in 
his missive to clients put it — “evidence 

of a topping process.” In other words, the 
market was nearing its peak. Actually, 
white Mr. Wien was typing chose words, 
"shad just hit its valley. 

^Two days later, a colleague of Mr. 
Wien's, Barton Biggs, was even more 
emphatic. He cited “the spreading con- 
tagion from Asia” and the “potentially 
lethal combination” of a “lack of 
growth, creeping deflation and substan- 
tial profit shortfalls.” That could mean 
terrible trouble, be said, for “markets 
priced to perfection. 

But if markets were priced to per- 
fection on June 17, they sutpassed per- 


mous ‘‘Sell Stocks Now” cover of 
Money magazine exactly one year ago. 
Since it appeared, the S&P has returned 
more than 30 percent 

“The easiest way to be wrong about 
stocks is to bet against a bull market,” 
writes the editor of Dow Theory Fore- 
casts, a newsletter. 

Actually, the easiest way to be wrong 


JAMES K. CLASSMAN ON INVESTING 


way to approach the market is 
na for then 


to 


along ror the ride, wherever it ! 
Eventually, even if the route is round- 
about, you will reach your destination 
— an average return of 10 percent or 
more a year. I can live with that 
The point is that you never know 
when Mr. Market, that merry prankster, 
will throw a spitb all — or a party — but 
you certainly want to be around when he 
is passing out favors. 

A study by Ibbotson Associates of 
tgo few 


Chicago found that over the 70 
ending in 1995, an investment of $1 in 
the Standard & Poof's 500 index, a good 
proxy for the market, grew to $1,1 14. 
Bnt for an investor who missed the best 
35 months during that 840-month peri- 
od, $1 grew only to $10. In other words, 
99 percent of the gains occurred during 
just 4 percent of the time. 

How can you be sore of being in the 
market during that golden 4 percent peri- 
od? By being in the market during foe 
leaden 96 percent That is the only way. 

Still, some folks cannot sit stilL Oth- 
ers make a career of trying to predict 
iexL Thus 


what stocks will do next Thus foe fa- 


is to bet against the stock market, peri- 
od. Throughout the history of capital- 
ism, bearish predictions have been 
made — and regretted. The Federal 
Reserve Board Chairman Alan Green- 
span’s pronouncement about “irration- 
al exuberance” in December 1996 was 
only one of many. 

On foe day of Mr. Greenspan’s talk, 
the Dow closed at 6,601. Since then it 
has risen 40 percent, not counting div- 
idends. Not quite unsustainable — or 
even irrational. 

Larg6^apitalization stocks have pro- 
duced gains in 52 of the past 72 years. In 
other words, the odds are dose to three- 
to-one in favor of any year scoring a 
positive return. Over five-year periods, 
they have been profitable 61 times out of 
68, making the odds nine-to-one in favor 
of a positive return. Over 15-year peri- 
ods, they have been profitable 58 times 
out of 58, which is called certainty. 

Months like the last two, with the 
market dropping dramatically and then 
rising dramatically, simply underscore 
the importance of buying and bolding 
forever. It is not the stocks you pick but 


what you do with them afterward that 
matters. For that reason, it is wise to 
choose “confidence-building” compa- 
nies — to deter yourself from making an 
impulsive exit 

Dow Theory Forecasts recently told 
readers, “Our oldest bolding, Exxon, has 
been consistently recommended since 
1957. We have issued no ‘sell’ signals on 
Exxon over those 41 years.” An in- 
vestment of $1,000 in Exxon in 1980 
would have grown to $21,818 by now. 

In foe same issue, Dow Theory listed 
“buy-and-hold stocks for trying market 
times” — four companies “whose 
valuations have gotten somewhat rich 
but whose shares still offer market-beat- 
ingpotentiaJ in foe decade ahead." 

Tney are: American Express Co M Walt 
Disney Co., Procter & Gamble Co. and 
Walgreen Co. These stocks are hardly 
revelations and, as Dow Theory ac- 
knowledges, they do not appear to be 
cheap. On foe other hand, their prospects 
indicate that their growth should com- 
pensate for the price. 

You could, of course, wait for the 
market to become less ‘ ‘irrational ’ ' But 
think about it: Over foe past 16 years, 
wb'o have been the rational ones — 
bears who preach gloom and doom or 
bulls who believe that the economy will 
continue to prosper and that, by owning 
stocks, investors can share in that 
prosperity? 


Duma Delays Part 
Of Austerity Package 

Yeltsin Wins Some Reforms Urged by IMF 


By Sharon LaFraniere 

Washington Past Serv ice 


MOSCOW — The Kremlin made 
some limited headway Wednesday in 
winning economic reforms demanded 
by international lenders as part of a 
$22.6 billion bailout of foe country’s 
fragile economy. 

The State Duma, the lower house of 
Parliament, voted to support part of a 
package of tax and spending bills pro- 
posed by foe government 

Some of foe most important measures 
were delayed. The Duma agreed in prin- 
ciple to force small businesses to pay 
taxes in advance — an attempt to con- 
trol foe shadow economy that thrives 
hare. The depaties also gave final ap- 
proval to a law that will allow foreign 
investors to take part in foe privatization 
of Russian enterprises. 

Analysts said the votes showed that 
legislators feared that unless they act 
quickly, they could be held responsible 
for the country’s economic collapse. 

Russian officials have mounted an 
all-out effort to win over foe tradition- 
ally hostile Duma, saying that foe gov- 
ernment must show international 
lenders this week that it has political 
will to raise more money from taxes and 
spend less. 

The board of foe International Mon- 
etary Fund, foe biggest lender, will de- 
cide Monday whether to approve a rec- 
ommendation for massive new credits 
that Russia desperately needs to ease foe 
current financial crisis. 

IMF officials have not explicitly said 
that the loans would be rejected if the 
Russian Parliament fails to act, but they 


have urged reforms in foe strongest pos- 
sible terras. Anatoli Chubais, President 
Boris Yeltsin’s chief debt negotiator, 
said Wednesday that the IMF wanted 
foe same assurance of any investor, 
namely that they would give money if 
they were convinced that foe money 
would come back. “And finally, we 
have to accept this kind of logic,” he 
added. 

Falling oil prices and the collapse of 
foe Asian financial markets are partly to 
blame for foe fact that foe Russian gov- 
ernment is drowning in short-term. 


high-interest debt. But equally if not 
er failure c 


more important is foe uner failure of foe 
tax system and the lack of spending 
controls. Even foe most wealthy res- 
idents and businesses pay nothing to foe 
government, and openly flaunt their tax- 
free status. 

Part of Mr. Yeltsin’s plan would 
make the personal Income tax scale 
more uniform, while the government 
tries to step up collection. Mr. Chubais 
said Wednesday that alone would bring 
the government an additional $20 bil- 
lion a year. 

The plan would also modify foe 
value-added tax. cut the number of gov- 
ernment employees and reduce some 
subsidies. 

[Stocks rose for a fifth day amid 
expectations foe legislature will ap- 
prove most of the austerity measures, 
Bloomberg News reported. The bench- 
mark RTS index rose 3.76 percent to 
190.56. Tie IMF loan, which would 
alleviate a cash shortage that threatened 
to force the government to devalue or 
default, sent stocks and bonds soaring 
on Tuesday.] 


Stock Falling? It’s Time 
To Reprice the Options 

Employees (but Not Investors) Get a Big Break 


By David Cay Johnston 

Ne*t York Times Service 


NEW YORK — Increasingly over 


foe past decade, stock options have be- 
>fa 


come an essential part ofa corporate pay 
package. Now, at a growing number of 
companies, particularly in foe technol- 
ogy sector, they are moving beyond foe 
executive suite — often to everyone 
down to foe janitor. 

In October, when shares of Ascend 
Communications Inc. had fallen below 
$36 from a high of $80.25 just 90 days 
earlier, foe board quietly gave employ- 
ees a sizable gift, slashing prices on tens 
of millions of stock options they held. 

A month later after the stock had 
fallen below $23, Ascend, a telecom- 
munications network equipment maker 
in Alameda, California, did it again, 
although this may come as news to 
shareholders. It was only disclosed six 
months later, in foe 12th footnote to a 
series of financial tables that foe com- 
pany filed with foe Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. 

These maneuvers shifted about $1 
billion in equity from investors to em- 
ployees, who (Hi average ended up more 
than $600,000 richer, foe Wisconsin In- 
vestment Board estimated. 

Ascend is not alone. This type of 
tinkering with what was supposed to be 
a reward for a job well done is on foerise 
— and is causing growing controversy. 
Research by academics and compen- 
sation consultants now shows that it is 
much more common than even foe crit- 
ics had thought. 

Giving employees foe right to buy 
their employer’s stock for a set price, no 
matter how high foe stock rises, is sup- 
posed to give workers a powerful in- 


■ cemive to pull together to- lift a com- 
pany's fortunes — and thus foe return to 
shareholders. 

And as foe stock market has soared, 
options have indeed showered wealth 
on countless people — even if their 
employers’ stock has been propelled as 
much by Wall Street euphoria as by 
their own hard work. 

Bur what of companies that stumble, 
even in boom times? Say an employee is 
given foe right to buy a company's stock 
for $20 a share — and counts on a nice 
windfall from those options as pan of 
total pay. If the stock slumps to $ 1 5, and 
stays there, the option is worthless. 

One solution that is growing in pop- 
ularity; simply “reprice” the option. If 
that option price drops from $20 to $10, 
foe employee is suddenly in the money 
again at $15 a share. 

Like all options, though, that money 
dilutes the stake of outside investors, 
and foe biggest of them — institutional 
investors like pension funds — are not 
happy about it. 

In their defense, many companies — 
especially high-technology concerns — 
say they will lose talented people if they 
cannot dangle potentially lucrative op- 
tions in from of them. 

"The only good argument I have 
heard for repricing is to address a po- 
tential turnover," said Yale Tauber, a 
compensation expert at William H. 
Mercer, pay consultants. * ‘The currency 
they deal in. especially in Silicon Val- 
ley, is options.” 

If they Jose key employees just as 
they are preparing to bring a new 
product or service to market, companies ■ 
insist, it can spell ruin for investors, , 


See OPTIONS, Page 15 


U.S. Regulators Give 
Approval to MCI Deal 
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The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — WorldCom Inc.’s takeover of MCI 
Communications Corp. won conditional approval from an- 
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hurdle to foe deal originally valued 

The Justice Department — like European antitrust regulators 
last week — cleared what would be one of the biggest U.S. 
mergers on the condition MCI sell all of its Internet business. 

“After reviewing foe terms of foe proposed divestiture and 
its likely impact on foe market, foe department concluded that 
foe divestiture would resolve the department's competitive 
concerns,” a Justice Department release said. 

MCI agreed to do so and announced Wednesday that it found 
a buyer: London-based Cable & Wireless PLC, which in May 
agreed to buy MCI's wholesale Internet business. Now it also 
will acquire MCI’s retail Internet business for $1.75 billion — 
a move satisfying regulators on both sides of foe Atlantic. 

The merger also must win approval from foe Federal 
Communications Commission, foe last regulatory hurdle. It is 
expected to act next month. 

MCI already is foe nation’s second-largest long-distance 
company, behind AT&T Corp., and would remain so after foe 
merger with No. 4 WorldCom Inc. 

U.S. regulators and, until last week European regulators, 
have been looking closely into whether the combined com- 
pany would crimp competition and possibly raise prices in foe 
Internet “backbone” business. 

Internet backbones are high-capacity networks that cany 
Internet and other data traffic for third parties. 

Cable & Wireless said in May it would bny MCI’s Internet 
backbone business — all the switches, routers and other 
equipment that comprise foe network — as well as contracts 
with 1200 Internet service providers for $625 million. 
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35 Wounded 
In Israeli Clash 
With Bedouin 



STARR: White Home Fires Back at Prosecutor Over Subpoenas 

. - ■ j... Kite OiMio’s decision to 



Agence France-Presse 

ARRASHAIDA, West Bank — 

Thirty-five Palestinians, including a 
pregnant woman, were wounded by Is- 
raeli soldiers on Wednesday in clashes 
near Bethlehem, witnesses and hospital 
sources said. 

The wounded were victims of rubber 
bullets, beatings or gas inhalation from 
canisters fired by sofdiers trying to clear 
a road blocked by demonstrators. 

A total of 35 people, at least 15 of 
whom had been hit by rubber-coated 
bullets, were hospitalized at Beit Jala's 
Hussain hospital near Bethlehem, 
among them a pregnant woman, hospital 
sources said. 

The clashes broke out near the 
Bedouin camp of Axrashaida, to the east 
of Bethlehem, when Israeli soldiers 
seized about 200 sheep, which they put 
in trucks, saying that the animals were 
grazing on a “closed military area." 

Hie Bedouin then blocked a nearby 
road with stones in protest. 

Dozens of soldiers then arrived to 
clear the road, firing tear gas and beating 
demonstrators, witnesses said 

An Israeli Army spokesman said he 
would comment later. 

Earlier Wednesday, Israeli settlers 
fired at a Palestinian police vehicle in the 
same area, shattering a windshield but 
not injuring anybody, a Palestinian of- 
ficial said 

Elsewhere m the West Bank. Jewish Mp ■ §SSif | , 4*^jU w ’’f'-kwl ’ %, X&* < 

settlers in Hebron threw stones at a Wjk 
second Palestinian police vehicle, which 

then crashed into a wall, sources said 111 Tm* ’ ; sjj J ' ^ Sr/-' ^ „ ■%- *\ 

A Jewish settler group calling itself ■WB 

“The Committee For Road Safety” frw«~fw 

claimed responsibility for both attacks. A Palestinian lying wounded after dashes Wednesday with Israeli troops. 

Pollard Says Israel Lets Him Rot in U.S. Prison 


Continued from Page 1 

Mr. Cockell, for example, was the only 
person from die Secret Service allowed 
in the room when Mr. Clinton provided 
five hours of sworn testimony in the 
Paula Jones civil lawsuit in January. 

In response, the Justice Department 
was to file a motion in federal court 
seeking to temporarily block the sub- 
poenas while the two sides continue to 
fight over the issue of Secret Service 
testimony, according to sources aware of 
the strategy. A closed-door hearing was 
held Wednesday afternoon to consider 
the issue. 

The subpoenas, dated Monday and 
delivered to the Justice Department on 
Tuesday, came on the same day that 
Attorney General Janet Reno tiled a 
brief asking the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the D.C. Circuit to reconsider its 
decision last week ordering Secret Ser- 
vice employees to answer Mr. Starr’s 
questions. While some Justice Depart- 
ment lawyers fear it is a lost cause, one 
factor that influenced Ms. Reno's de- 
cision was the expectation that Mr. Starr 
would not limit him s e l f to the three 
employees he previously subpoenaed. 


according to an administration official 

A source close to the matter said more 

subpoenas were expected as early as 
Wednesday. In particular, officials were 
concerned that Mr. Starr may s^ktoti- 
mony fromprevious leaders of the white 
House detail under Mr. Clinton, includ- 
ing David Carpenter, who just last week 
was given a high-ranking job at the State 
Department, and Lewis Merleth, who is 
now the director of the Secret Service 
^nri hag led the fight against Mr. Stan*. 

’‘This was a tremendous strategic 
blunder by Stair because it demonstrates 
the slippery slope we warned about that 
he said wouldn f t happen,” said Warre n 
Dennis, a private attorney for former 
Secret Service agents who have filed a 
brief arguing against Mr. Starr’s pre- 
vious subpoenas. “It’s shockingly oad 
judgment^’ 

Charles Bakaly, a spokesman for Mr. 
Stair, declined to comment. But the de- 
cision to move forward with the sub- 
poenas appeared motivated in part by 
Mr. Starrs frustration with six months 
of resistance from the Secret Service and 
could put pressure on the agency to 
compromise. In a letter accompanying 
the subpoenas, Mr. Stair’s office com- 


plained that Ms. Reno s decision to ap- 
S had simply created more delays 

Sere impeding the 
Mr Staitrecendy tod se nt the a gency 
a far-reaching request for records doc- 

movements from 6 P.M. to 6 
evening that Ms. Uwmskv 
White House and on the days off iter 37,. 
visits there after moving to a Tentage* 
fob in April 1996, sources said < 

P Separately. Mr. Starr has ban sak- 
ine similar records oetaOing Mr. Ch^- 
ton’s activities from the WhiieFtous^ 
bur lawyers for the president have to* 
sisted the independent counsels re- * 
quests, arguing that they are teobraad.- . **■ 
Mr Starr is Investigating whether Mr! 
Clinton lied under oath during the Jones 
deposition when he denied having sexu-_* 
al relations with Ms. Lewinsky and 
whether he obstructed justice by urging 
her to commit perjury as wejL 

Outside the grand jury, Mr.^btarrs- 
nrosecutors have interviewed about 20 
other uniformed officers, but the Secret^ 
Service instructed them to decline to* 
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duties in proximity to the president 
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SUN: A Computer Technology With Potential of ‘Science Fiction 9 . 


Continued from Page 1 

s tructions or information, sometimes by 
actually dividing a program into parts 
and spreading the computation work 
across several computers. 

In addition, Java has already achieved 
widespread distribution — thanks, in part, 
to Microsoft which ships it with its In- 
tranet Explorer browser tor navigating the 


Reuters 

JERUSALEM — Jonathan Pollard, an 
American Jew convicted of spying for 
Israel and jailed for life, accused the Is- 
raeli government in comments broadcast 
on Wednesday of abandoning him while 
his health deteriorates in . i 'v jail. 

“Nobody er a damr. { I’m just 
dying by ir’. ijre,” Mr : oP 'rd, 43, 
said in a Lipe played by his wife, dsther, 
on Tuesday to an Israeli parliamentary 
committee lobbying for his release. 

“You think they care, Esther. They 
don’t give a damn. I'm just a stinking 


North American zhid." Mr. Pollard said, 
using a slur for Jew. 

“This charade must stop .now," he 
said in the tape broadcast on Israel’s 
army radio. 

Israel in May finally admitted that Mr. 
Pollard, a former naval analyst, was its 
agent 13 years after he was convicted of 
passing information on Arab countries 
to Israel and jailed for life. He said the 
United States had withheld the infor- 
mation from its ally. 

Israeli ministers have met Mr. Pollard 
in his North Carolina prison, and the 


government has pledged to work for his 
release. But Mr. Pollard's lawyer ac- 
cused the government of foot-dragging. 

“The government says they are in 
negotiations with Americans, but we 
don’t see any support for that,” said his 
attorney, Larry Dub. He said Mr. Pollard 
needed emergency surgery for nasal 
polyps. 

The parliamentary committee plans to 
present President Bill Clinton with a 
petition signed by lawmakers from 
across the political spectrum calling for 
Mr. Pollard’s release. 
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LAGOS: Amid Surreal Chaos, Nigeria Is Waiting for Deliverance desktop con^to 
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his large estate. Nigeria, where one in six 
Africans lives, lurches. 

In this disorder. General Obasaajo, 63 
and retired, is widely viewed as one 
bulwark, an elder statesman for a dis- 
oriented nation, although he said he had 
no immediate political ambitions. The 
general was arrested in 1995 along with 
several other people on charges of com- 
plicity in a coup plot and remained in jail 
until June 16, eight days after his nemes- 
is. General Abacha, died. 

Among those arrested with him were 
General Shehu Yaradua, a former chief 
of staff who, like many other political 
prisoners, died last year in jail under 
suspicious circumstances. Officially, 
“cardiac arrest" killed him. The alleged 
instigator of the coup plot. Colonel 
Lawan Gwadabe. remains in prison. 

“Abacha was more than evil, more 
than sadistic; he was actually mad,” 
General Obasanjo said "Look at what 
he did to the nation’s oil industry. He 
closed down our four refineries so that 
Nigeria would have to import refined 
fuel, and he could make a fortune on 
those import deals. As a result we are 
paralyzed because we have no fuel." 

Oil industry officials here confirmed 
that General Abacha had allowed the 
refineries — two in Port Harcourt, one in 


Oweni and one in Kaduna — to faH into 
such disrepair as to be unusable. 

He then organized the import of gas- 
oline through his own agents, charging 
hugely inflated prices for the fuel in 
Nigeria on which he and his family took 
large commissions. The cost to this 
country of 105 million people was enor- 
mous; not only was it no longer pro- 
ducing its own gasoline, it was paying 
inflated prices to buy it and seeing the 
money disappear into General Abacha 's 
personal accounts. 

One of the first acts of General 
Abubakar, the new military ruler, was to 
replace General Abac ha’s shadowy im- 
port agents with several major oil 
companies, including Mobil, Shell and 
Elf, the officials said. “Asa result,” said 
one official, “the price has now fallen 
from $40 a ton to $10.” 

However, it appears that the gasoline 
has not yet made it to the pumps, or is 
being hoarded there out of the fears of 
arson or ransacking that accompanied 
the riots after Mr. Abiola’s death. Just 
when the hoarding will ease is unclear. 

So, too, is the date — almost certainly 
this week — when General Abubakar 
will announce his plan for a democratic 
transition. Since his release. General 
Obasanjo has met several times with the 
new ruler and said he believed that Gen- 
eral Abubakar genuinely wanted to re- 



SPEC1AL DELIVERY — Technicians filling a huge balloon with 
water Wednesday in Turkey. In a test the balloon will be hauled by 
a tug to Northern Cyprus, short of drinking water in a drought 


turn the armed forces to the barracks as 
soon as possible. They have ruled Ni- 
geria for 28 of its 38 years of Inde- 
pendence. 

After the 1993 elections, which Mr. 
Abiola appeared to have won, the armed 
forces annulled the vote. The effect on 
Nigeria has been crippling. 

General Abacha proved to be a ru- 
inous leader. And because the annul- 
ment convinced many people that a man 
from the southern Yoruba tribe like Mr. 
Abiola will never be allowed to rule, it 
exacerbated ethnic tensions. 

The army’s upper ranks are domi- 
nated by men from the northern Hausa 
and Fulani tribes. 

“It is a great pity that, at every crisis, 
big or small, People talk of Nigeria 
breaking up," General Obasanjo said. 

At last, the general's flight was called. 
He was on his way to Botswana and then 
South Africa, where he has been invited 
to be with an old friend. Nelson Man- 
dela, on his 80tb birthday. 

“Peihaps,” General Obasanjo said, 
“I can be a stabilizing influence, a con- 
science for our nation." But as the plane 
taxied away, the lights were still out in 
Lagos and stability scarcely imagin- 
able. 

■ Tanker Drivers Go on Strike 

Tens of thousands of commuters were 
stranded in Nigeria’s commercial capital 
of Lagos on Wednesday as fuel tanker 
drivers went on strike to protest the 
deaths of colleagues and damage to 
tankers during last week's riots, Reuters 
reported from Lagos. 

Long queues of vehicles waited in 
vain for the arrival of fuel at the city’s 
gas stations, leaving Lagos streets free of 
their usually heavy traffic. 

Nigerian Leader Axes 
Old Electoral Bodies 

LAGOS — Nigeria’s military ruler. 
General Abdulsaiam Abubaka. disban- 
ded three of the country’s discredited 
electoral bodies at a meeting Wednesday 
ahead of a nationwide broadcast setting 
out his political plans. 

Mr. Abubakar dissolved the Transi- 
tion Implementation Committee, the Na- 
tional Reconciliation Committee and the 
National Committee on the Devolution 
of Powers, the reconciliation committee 
chief, Alex Akinyele, told reporters. 

“We have completed our assignment 
and therefore we have been congrat- 
ulated and commended," he said, saying 
they had been treated in a “very civ- 
ilized" way. 

There was no immediate indication of 
the fate of the National Electoral Com- 
mission of Nigeria, which earlier reports 
said would also be dissolved. 


discredited by their close association 
with the late dictator Sani Abacha, who 
died of a suspected heart attack on June 
8. 

All this comes ahead of a broadcast by 
General Abubakar, apparently now 
scheduled for Thursday, military 
sources said, setting out his plans for a 
fora return to democracy. 

General Abacha had in 1995 prom- 
ised a “transition” to democracy by the 
end of this year. 


World wide Web and with the Windows 
98 operating system. Though Sun is suing 
Microsoft, contending that it made un- 
authorized changes to Java, the Microsoft 
version of the language will support Jini. 

If all goes according to Sun’s plans, 
over the next 18 months, a number of 
companies that make computer hard- 
ware and consumer gadgets will begin 
incorporating Jini, allowing each of 
these devices to talk with each other and 
to share processing power. 

Among the first of these will be 
Quantum Corp., a disk-drive maker 
based in Milpitas, California, that intends 
to commercialize the Jini technology to 
make drives that have built-in office net- 
work connections. Today, such connec- 
tions are controlled by the operating sys- 
tem and are difficult to configure. 

“There is definitely going to be a 
dramatic leap in ease of use,” said Paol 
Borrill. vice president and chief architect 
at Quantum. 

Over the next few years, advocates of 
distributed computing predict, today’s 
desktop computer wBl evolve from a 
self-sufficient machine that must hold, 
all the memory, .storage and processing ■ 
power it needs for any job into a social 
machine that will automatically mteract " 
not only with other computers but also 
with myriad consumer devices. 

But there is a catch to all of this: The 
technology at the heart of this evolution 
is the network, and all the assumptions 
about the future of distributed comput- 
ing are based on the belief that computer 
networks will be ubiquitous — and. in 
most cases, wireless. 

On a large scale, such networks are 
now being deployed by cellular tele- 
phone companies and by computer in- 
dustry groups working on new standards 
for wireless office networks. Once these 
technologies are available to consumers, 
beginning later this year, the stage will 
be set for a fundamental change in per- 
sonal computing. 

It is the network, which can range in 
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William Joy of Sim Microsystems, a chief designer of Jini technology,^ 
which aims to harness vast networks’ power for individual computers^ - 

size from a group of linked household world in which millions of small pro- : 
devices to the global Internet, that is the grams seamlessly flit back: and forth, 
foundation upon which the new dis- between tens of thousands of devices 
tributed computing will be built that have been enabled to recognize and; 

The essence of distributed computing be recognized by die network, 
is the ability to divide large set of . “The trendis very clear.” said William: 
computer - instructions into - multiple Joy, co-fbnnderof Son Microsystems and 
parts L eadi of which is jwooessed by a achiefdesigBer<rfJfflL“Wearemoving 
' different machirie'within a network/ toward a world in' which it will be possible 

Until now, each generation of com- to move software codes that act as our 
puters — mainfr ames, minicomputers personal agents between many different 
and personal computers — has been computers in a global network." 
built on a foundation of centralized con- Advocates of distributed computing* 

trol wielded by an operating system, a envision a computerized world in which 
single, monolithic program that per- every person will be surrounded by a 
forms the combined role ofa traffic cop, web of hundreds of small computers 
butler and secretary. embedded in everything from smarts 

But the recent proliferation of high- cameras to pagers to cell phones and; 
speed and wireless networks and the hand-held computers that will exchange*; 
melding of computing and telecomms- messages and data without the inter- 
nications technologies driven by the In-, vention of a centralized computer. • .«# 

temet has encouraged developers to pro- Sun's Jini is scheduled to be marketed* . 
ceed on the assumption that every home, in September under the name Java Tone.'-Jf^ 
car and other personal environment will Sun says it is now working with more 
eventually be part of a universal net- than 30 companies, ranging from Fed-.: 
work. For that reason, it is sometimes era! Express Corp. to the giant software^ 
known as “ubiquitous computing.” producer Computer Associates, to de-f 
Distributed computing foresees a velop Java Tone products. 


EU: Donations Cut to Hundreds of Humanitarian Organizations 
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funds for projects, including one to en- 
hance “public awareness of the common 
agricultural policy.” Another 170 mil- 
lion ecus was partly unfrozen. But pay- 
ments totaling 360 million ecus remained 
suspended or, in some cases, nullified. 
These included cash that earlier had 


may be necessary to end a program to as they prepare to join the European] 
help migrant women from developing . monetary union in January, appear to be 
countries escape sexual abuse and “near taking a less benevolent view. It is not^ 
slave conditions" as domestic servants only a question of money, several ob-j 
in several EU nations. servers said hut also nf rh*» inno_sr<in^_.. 


ive conditions as domestic servants only a question of money, several ob-j 
several EU nations. servers said, but also of the long-stand-- 

Diana Sutton, European officer of die ing struggle for influence between the 
International Save the Children’s Al- Parliament and the counciL a 

fiance, said that pioneering work that Leaders at several of the nonv 
does not fit easily into existing cate- governmental organizations said then 

HSD iwilrl nnt nmiiin nritlinn* £1 l' . 1 
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With millions of ecus of diverse fund- 
ing in complete doubt, “staff at some 
organizations with responsibilities and 
families are looking around” for other 
jobs, according to Giampiero AJhadeff, 
secretary-general of Soiidar, a cross- 
European organization representing 
more than 400,000 professional and vol- 
unteer social and humanitarian workers. 

The Platform of European Social 
Non-Governmental Organizations, 
which was set up with the commission’s 
approval in 1995 to coordinate the work 
of 25 humanitarian and social networks 
representing hundreds of organizations, 
is faced with extinction unless it can 
persuade the EU to reinstate its blocked 
funding. Most of the networks also lost 
their funding in 1998, which to many 
observers seemed bizarre in that the 
commission earlier this year formally 
launched a so-called social dialogue 
with 'the nongovernmental organiza- 
tions. 

The commission said it would pay for 
“preparatory actions” by associations 
of the disabled. But this left in doubt, for 
example, the long-term financing that 
sustains the small liaison office set up by 
the European Union of Deaf People in 
Brussels. If that has to close, “believe 


network again," said the group’s di- 
rector, Johan Weseman, communicating 
through a sign-language interpreter. 

The funding crisis directly affects um- 
brella organizations working across 
frontiers, such as Mobility International 
or tiie European Disability Forum. Many 
such groups have had to put plans on 
bold because of the uncertainty over 
funding. For example, Mr. Alhadeff of 
Soiidar, a European umbrella group for 
social and humanitarian workers, said ii 


: poverty. dren s rights or combating child por- 

:us of diverse fund- nography on the Internet 
ibt, “staff at some Mr. Alhadeff said many of the or- 
■esponsibifities and ganizations operated on such tight 
around” far other budgets that even a temporary suspen- 
iampiero AJhadeff, skm of funding could be disastrous. He 




Some of the programs under threat 
were started at the initiative, of the Euro- 
pean Parliament. But national govern- 
ments, under pressure to curb spending 


etary union. 

They said the crisis jeopardized thF 
programs that aim to put social problems/ 
' suc h as disability, poverty, home-^ 
lessness, migration, exclusion from sotj 
mety, racism, and drug dependency — au 
the heart of the decision-making process^ 
in Brussels. j 

. The program to redeem Vienna pros-u 
titutes, which started the whole mess.;, 
continues. It proved so successful that 
the city of Vienna took it over. \ 
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SSS AIRPORT: More Fallout in Hong Kong 

estate its blocked Continued from Pam 1 Thp min nf , _ 

etwoxks also lost role of Mrs. Chan in the airporP 

.which to many some of Hong Kong’s overload. Shin- ^ *** ifsbc o 

arre in that the pers may decide to stay with these much chief executiw Kong’.^ 

is vear formallv r.h««r*»T atmrute akv-h -i c? 1 ® 1 “ccutive. Tung Chee-hwa. wherr? 



cheaper anpoits, which are closer to hk wherf ? 
Iheirrource of supply: China. Ci0Ser ^ Sunny LoJ 


their source of supply: China. 

“It’s quite likely Hong Kong will not 
recapture 100 percent of the business 
when Hong Kong gets it together,” said 
Clive McDonnell, an economist at SG 
Securities. 

. The government has begun several 

S ines Into the problems, with a pog- 
fburth by the legislature if it is not 
satisfied with the government’s inves- 


ajrested Tuesday by the Independent 
Commission Against Corruption on sus- 
picion of using substandard materials on 
foundation work done on the main cjty 
terminal -far the new airport railway. 3 
If something as grave as the airport's 
malfu n ctioning had happened in a place 
with a fully elected legislature, “a gov- 
ernment could .fall because it’s so se- 
rious.” said Emily Lau. a member of the 
legislature from the opposition frontier 
Party. 


■ Uorversity of Hoag Kong. onMme S 

Mrs. Chan is a career civil servant* 
K^°^ ied * e No. 2 post ii Hong* 
Kg *■« Bri&h governor; ! 

and snpported his political 
** so enraged BeijiSg. Her 1 
stewardship through the tranStibn to 




- the h« government^ 
organizations in Asia was seen* 

foreign ^ 

th- ^*2: Kong people fed that* 

s^wSSt? 4 .° f sn P eri °nty of the civil? 

servants has. been much 


KM 1 ' ■«»* eroded,” saidi 
^^Oieng, direct of the Conte# 

ad£ H “Ttey-were aedtent ’ 
PQljcy. but they were’ 
^ tested at managing crises.” J 
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Very briefly: 


The Trib Index 

Press as at 4-00 P.M New York time. 

Jan. 1. 1992 = 100 

Laud 

Change 

%cftang* 

ysarto ctete 
% change 

World Index 
Rp^oml Indexes 

205.55 

+ 0.70 

+ 0^4 

+ 19.43 

Asta/Paddc 

86.23 

+ 0.54 

+ 0.63 

-1024 

Europe 

247.66 

+ 2.02 

+ 0.82 

+ 2829 

N. America 

266.17 

-1.04 

-0.39 

+ 2323 

S. America 
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Clinton Asks Firms to Cooperate on Year 2000 Bug 
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WASHINGTON — President 
Bill Clinton plans to propose leg- 
isladon that would immunize busi- 
nesses from lawsuits if they share 
information about solving the year 
2000 computer glitch. 

Many companies have resisted 
exchanging technical advice with 
one another, delaying the pace of 
repair work, because they fear 
costly litigation if die information 
they provide inadvertently turns out 
to be inaccurate. 

"We have to take prudent steps 
to clear away any legal barriers to 
effective action,** Mr. Clinton said 
Tuesday in a speech before business 
leaders and others at die National 
Academy of Sciences in Washing- 
ton. 

Die president also encouraged 
small firms, many of which are still 
ignoring die problem, to get crack- 
ing, warning that "any business 
that approaches the new year armed 
with only a bottle of champagne and 


a noise maker is likely to have a 
very big hangover on New Year’s 
morning. \* 

The event, which included a 
speech by Vice President A1 Gore, 
was the administration's most pub- 
lic discussion of the glitch to date 
and reflects a more aggressive pos- 
ture toward the problem. Mr. Clin- 
ton. and particularly Mr. Gore, had 
been criticized by congressional Re- 
publicans and others far not saying 
enough about the comparer issue. 

The impact of the problem is still 
unclear. Many technology industry 
analysts contend that businesses 
and government agencies have too 
much woik to do in too little time. 
Some predict that widespread elec- 
tronic disruptions — from stalled 
assembly lines to power outages 
and frozen bank accounts — will 
lead to a worldwide recession. 

Others, however, maintain that 
large U.S. companies and the fed- 
eral government are on track to fix 
their most crucial computer sys- 
tems in n‘iw. Whatever disruptions 
that might occur, they argue, will be 
minor. 


“No one will ever find every vice president said. Mr. Gore env meat ^ iiS "Good^^r^^ 
embedded microchip, every line of phasized the federal government s ton s so-c irfQK the 

code that needs to be rewritten,'’ repair work, saying his goal is to could ^bea^weo^re me 

u. mubu. I..... .ho MUMinmAni’ii mrict mbcal AOEQSt cOngT6SS101la| [HHS. 7 


code mat needs to oe rewritten, ' repair wonc, saying un, y ? 

Mr. Clinton said. “But if compa- have the government’s nw^tcntical Ang^oongre^ ^ ^ 'white 
nies, agencies and organizations are computer systems year Z00u-com- iV “- , ■, cnnmress (his 

readi-if ttey undoSdSe threat pliant by \toh 31, 1999. . 

anH hav*» Kar-lnm nlfttis ihnnowiinll Th/* administration has SSt in Week ft D3IT0W, C3IW(**y . 


^ , 


nies, agencies and organizations are 
ready, if they understand the threat 
and have backup plans, then we will 
meet this challenge.” 

The problem stems from the fact 
that millions of electronic devices 

— from mainframe, computers 

process payroll checks to. heart 
monitors in hospital intensive-care 
units — were programmed to rec- 
ognize only the last two digits of a 
year, assuming that the first two 
would be 1 and 9. When Ian. 1, 
2000, arrives, the machines will un- 
derstand the year “00” not as 2000 
but 1900, potentially causing them 
to shot down or stop working prop- 
erly. 

The two-digit system was used 
because it saved comparer memory, 
which was prohibitively expensive 
in the 1960s and '70s, explained 
Mr. Gore, who presented a detailed 
history of the problem, “ft saved 
millions of dollars, but it also cre- 
ated one whale of a problem,” the 


The administration has “set in week a narrow, 
ration IsonT to mate sore that MI" focused 
every cabinet member understands comjames to 
to ismority nnmMr tin*” Mr. 

With less than 18 months to ad- with broader, underlying issues* 
dress the glitch, John Koskinea, the such as who 
presidents year-2000 adviser, said company s v ^ 
be hoped Congress, industry add who can be held , 
trade groups could reach an agree- computers that malfunction, •; ; V ; 


computers 


Nasdaq Hits Record 
As Blue Chips Falter 


• Automatic Data Processing Inc. and Bridge Information 
Systems Inc. agreed to create an alliance to provide market 
information and services to the financial industry. 


Doubts on Tokyo’s Resolve Hit Yen 


Cmy i M fty Our S*f From PtmaKSa 

NEW YORK — Stocks closed 
mixed Wednesday after flirting with 
a record, but the technology-heavy 
Nasdaq composite index pushed to a 


photographic film, Kodak’s second^ 


sixth straight record, buoyed by an 
optimistic forecast from Intel. 


1 Zonagen Inc. of Woodlands, Texas, submitted Vasomex. a 


Bloomberg News currency sales chief at Merrill Deutsche marks from 1.8052 DM as 

NEW YORK — The dollar rose Lynch & Co. ‘ ‘The more he’s in the Russia’s Parliament debated and 
against the yea on Wednesday on ascendancy, the higher the dollar passed some laws on tax collection 
speculation that Keizo Obnchi, the goes.” to revive the economy, setting in- 

leading candidate to become Ja- The dollar climbed to 140.555 vestors at ease about Germany, its 
pan’s prime minister, would not ■— — — ■■■■ ■■■ — — biggest creditor, 

speed up efforts to end the country’s FOREIGN EXCHANGE Hope that die Parliament will 

recession. pass me laws is taking some of the 


sales chief at Merrill Deutsche marks from 1.8052 DM as 


□Ul to treat impotence that would be the first competitor for 
Pfizer Inc. 's Viagra, to the Food and Drug Administration to 


Pfizer Inc. 's Viagra, to the Food and Drug Administration to 
seek its approval 

• Brazil plans to sell as much as 5 percent of stale-owned 
Banco do Brasil SA to capitalize on a soaring share price and 
increase trading in the stock The stake is worth about 50 0 
million reals ($430 million), the bank said. 

• McKesson Corp M the largest drug wholesaler in the United 
States, ended talks about wbat it called a “business com- 
bination” with HBO & Co., which sells computerized health- 
care information systems to companies that do not want the 
expense of building their own systems. 

• The Los Angeles Times, owned by Times Mirror Co^ 

plans to introduce a four-section national edition this year or 
early in 1999. The paper now distributes a 12-page version in 
pans of the East Coast Bloomberg. NYT. Reuters 


speculation that Keizo Obuchi, the goes.” 

leading candidate to become Ja- The dollar climbed to 140.555 


leading candidate to become Ja- The dollar climbed to 140.555 

pan’s prime minister, would not - -— — — 

speed up efforts to end the country’s FOREIGN EXCHANGE 

recession. 

If elected by the ruling Liberal yen at 4 P.M. from 139.98 on Tues- 


Democrats, Mr. Obuchi would re- 
place Ryutaro Hashimoto. who 
resigned after party losses in par- 
liamentary elections Sunday. 

Mr. Obuchi has shown scant en- 
thusiasm for large tax cuts or quick- 
er action to shore up ailing banks. 

“He’s like the tire that’s already 
on the car,” said Stephen Jonathan, 


pressure off the mark Many traders 
sold marks in recent weeks on con- 


In Japan, Mr. Obuchi, the current cern that Russia would not get the 
foreign minister, may announce his loans it needs. 


candidacy as early as Thursday, party 
officials said. He heads the hugest 
party faction, giving him the lead in 


the race for the top post The party 
will choose its next leader July 21. 


will choose its next leader July 21. 
The lf.S. currency fell to 1.7996 


In other trading, the dollar fell to 
1.5117 Swiss francs from 1.5207 
francs, and it fell to 6.0315 Freoch 
francs from 6.0490 francs. The 
pound was at $1.6350, up from 
$1.6348. 


Monsanto to Purchase a 4th Seed Company 


optimistic forecast from InteL 

The Dow Jones industrial average 
fell 11.07 points to 9,234.47. On 
Tuesday, foe Dow set a reconi at 

9.245.54. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 Index 
rose 2.77 points, to 1,174.81. 

The Nasdaq rose 26.13 points, to 

1.994.54, led by Intel, which rose 3 
9/16 to 8414 after the semiconductor 
bellwether predicted that sales 
would increase in the second half. 

The benchmark 30-year Treasury 
bond rose 6/32, to 105 31/32, 
nudging the yield down 2 basis 
points to 5.70 percent 

The Commerce Department re- 
potted Wednesday that total busi- 
ness inventories declined by 0. 1 per- 
cent to $1.07 trillion in May, giving 
further evidence dial the high-flying 
U.S. economy has entered a period 
of sharply slower growth. 


as it recovered ground from Jap- 
anese rival Fuji • i 

Time Warnerrose 3 7/1 6 to 94 2 tjf 
16 after the New York-based media 
conglomerate’s second-quartet 
earnings more than tripled to $101 
million, soundly beating Wall Street 
expectations. 

Caterpillar fell 4 to 52, dragging 


ILS. STOCKS 


the Dow down. The heavy equip*- 
ment maker reported a second- 
quarter profit of $446 million, up 2.5 
percent from a year ago bat shy of 
most analyst forecasts. Caterpillar 
blamed weaker demand from Asia.*’ 
Compaq Computer fell Vfc to 33 9f 
16 after the computer maker posted 
a loss of $3.6 billion in the second 
quarter because of huge charges r£ 
lated to its purchase of Digital 
Equipment and plant closings. 
Without the $3.63 billion in one-- 
time expenses. Houston-based 


David Katz, chief investment of- Compaq topped projections. 


Reuters Monsanto, which is based in St Louis, Missouri, 

CHICAGO — Monsanto Co. said Wednesday it said PBI’s strength in cereal seeds would cotnple- 
had agreed to acquire Plant Breeding International rnent its powerful position in com, soybeans and 


Cambridge Ltd. from Unilever PLC fra about $525 
million in cash, marking its fourth major seed com- 
pany acquisition in two months. 

Monsanto said the latest acquisition would be its 
last of a major seed company in wbat has been a $6 
billion buying spree. 

Plant Breeding International breeds and markets 
winter wheat, barley, rapeseed, potatoes and other 
crops, primarily in Britain France and Germany. 


cotton seeds. 

“Now that we have done this, we are done with 
acquisitions of major seed companies.” the Monsanto 
president, Hendrik Verfaillie, said in an interview. 

In May, Monsanto agreed to buy the second- 
largest U.S. seed company, DeKalb Genetics Corp.. 
and the leading cotton-seed producer. Delta and Pine 
Land Co. In June, it announced plans to add Cargill 
Inc.'s international seed business to its portfolio. 


ficer of Matrix Asset Advisors, said 
that overall, p-arningg are surpassing 
investor expectations. * ’There are 
more pluses than min uses,” Mr. 
Katz said. “There's this sigh of re- 
lief.” 

Ford Motor fell I 1/16 to 59 7/16 
after the automaker earned $2.4 bil- 
lion in the second quarter, down 6 
percent from a year ago, but above 
Wall Street expectations. Sales fell 8 
percent to $37 J billion from $40.3 
billion a year ago. 

Eastman Kodak soared 8W to 


Intel climbed after the largest 
maker of computer chips posted a 
second-quarter profit of $12 billion, 
down 29 percent foam a year ago but 
slightly above expectations. 


AMR said second-quarter profit^ 
ie 35 nercent because of more * 


--8216. Despite scaling-back prices for 


rose 35 percent because of more 
passengers and lower fuel prices fof 
its American Airlines unit, th£ 
second-biggest U.S. air carrier. ' 
Delta Air Lines fell 316 to 139 1 / 
16, US Airways Group dropped 2 
1 1/1 6 to 77 3/16, and UAL, parent 
United Airlines, slid 3Vi to 90. . . 


(Bloomberg. API 
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Russia Bank 
£ets 2d Offer 
Of Bailout 
From a Rival 


EUROPE 


A ° Bank Kfcn ~ 
^tep, me fifth-largest bank in Russia 
by assets, said Wednesday that it has 
offered to try to save AO Tokobank 
* from pankraptcy after another bank 

^ rescue plan led by fee 

■central bank. 

Tokobank owes about $600 mil- 
lion to Russian and foreign creditors 
and is being administered by the 
central bank. The Bank of Moscow 
winch planned to buy 50 percent of 
Tokobank under the central bank's 
bailout scheme, pulled oot last week, 
iraying Tokobank’s losses were 
thrre times as high as expected. 

But a liquidation of Tokobank 
would “result in the most serious 
negative consequences for the Rus- 
.Sian banking system,” said Alex- 
ander Zourabov, chairman of the 
executive management board of 
'pank Menatep. “Not all possibil- 
ities for resolving Tokobank’s prob- 
lems have been exhausted.” 

I Menatep said its plan involved 
ikying a controlling stake in 
Tokobank and converting some of 
its debts into Menaiep’s own long- 
jenn debt instruments. 

Tokobank, like many R ussian 
■banks, held a large amount of cur- 
rency forward contracts, effectively 
betting against a sudden w eakenin g 
bf the ruble. The bank also ma <te 
Some bad loans. When the current 
Russian financial crisis began, pres- 
sure on the ruble mounted, raising 
'poncem over a devaluation, and in- 
terest rates soared. That meant 
(Tokobank was increasingly unable 
to meet its obligations. 

[. Menatep said die central bank 
’‘agreed m principle” to fee par- 
ticipation of Menatep in the rescue 
pf Tokobank. In addition to restruc- 
turing Tokobank’s debt, Menatep 
jyoakl also increase the number of 
iTokobank shareholders. 

.i. The plan is also subject to ap- 
proval by Tokobank shareholders 
and creditors. 

j. The central bank took over the 
v&drainistration of Tokobank on May 
8 The centra] bank had pledged 
$150 million to the Bank of Moscow 
to bail out Tokobank. 

(Bloomberg, Reuters) 


Spanish Investors Lap Up Shares in Rioja 


By S harm an Esarey 

• • Return 


MADRID — Shares in fine Rioja wine 
makers have become the toast of Spain’s small- 
cap stocks,’ just one year after they hit the 
scene. 

The wine sector’s share prices have outpaced 
fee market this year and are expected to con- 
tinue to sparkle, benefiting from lop- flight har- 
vests, growing demand for up-market urines, 
And fee prospect of domestic price hikes. 

“The demand for Rioja is at its zenith both at 
a national and at .an international level,” said 
Carlos Ramos, analyst at Ahorro Corporation 
Financiera. “Almost all these wineries suffer 
from excessive demand and they are making 
investment plans that are virtually guarantee d 
to be a success." * 

So far this year, fee Spain’s benchmark Ibex 
uadex has climbed 47 percent, but three of the 
four listed wineries have sharply outperformed, 
wife Bodegas Riojanas up 50 percent; Com- 
pania Vmicola op 60 percent ana Baron de Ley 
up 76 percent The fourth. Bodegas Sc. Bebidas, 


up 21 percent on fee year. 
Until last July, 


Bodegas & Bebidas was fee 


sole winery on fee bourse from Rioja, Spam’s 
premier and largest wine-producing region. 
That month, Baron de Ley and Compania 
Vinicola del Norte de Espana both listed. 

With the arrival of Bodegas Riojanas in late 
September, Spain had put together a sector 
without peer whose sole disappointment to in- 
vestors has been its small size. 

Together with France and Italy, Spain 
provides 60 percent of world wine production 
and the Rioja region accounts for 40 percent of 
national output. 

Conor O’Shea, an equity analyst for Spain at 
Paribas in London, said that in France and Italy 
stock-market exposure to fee sector is muddied 
because it must be carried out by fee purchase of 
shares in larger conglomerates which partic- 
ipate in diverse businesses. 

LVMH Moet Hermes sy Louis Vuittoo SA, 
the French luxury goods maker, for example, 
has wine interests, but also Champagne, learner 
goods, beauty- products and financial and eco- 
nomic media. 

Among the newer wine producers, Australia, 
Chile and to a lesser extent fee Unified States, 
have exchange-traded winery shares. 

In fee past eight years, fee value of the Rioja 


wine market has risen from 39 billion pesetas 
($25.5 million) to 1 10 billion pesetas last year, 
posting 10 percent compound annual growth, 
said Javier Suarez, analyst at Santander In- 
vestment. 

The only hitch to growth is a severe lim- 
itation on production, with the area of cul- 
tivation not expected to surpass 50,000 hectares 
(20,000 acres) anytime soon. In comparison, 
the area for fine French Bordeaux wines is some 
112,000 hectares. 

That limitation has already forced grape 
prices in the region up to more than 130 pesetas 
a kilogram ( 2 L 2 pounds), up 10 pesetas in recent 
months asd up from a trough of 50 pesetas at fee 
start of the decade. 

But strong demand, coupled wife a taste for 
more expensive wines, is likely to make it 
relatively easy to push these price increases on 
to consumers. 

Fine wine consumption is considered cyc- 
lical and climbs during boom times. 

The Spanish economy is clipping along, with 
gross domestic product growth expanding at 
nearly four percent. Santander Divestment sees 
private consumption rising three percent this 
year and next 


Strong E U Economy Seen Buoying Euro 9 s Birth 


GmeiUdbrOmSufFrouDhpcacba 

STRASBOURG — Strong eco- 
nomic growth in the 11 countries 
joining the European monetary un- 
ion in January should support the 
start of a common currency, Wim 
Drrisenberg, the president of the 
European Central Bank, said Wed- 
nesday. 

“The improvement in the eco- 
nomic situation in fee EU seen last 
year, which is expected to continue 
in 1998, may oe considered to 
provide a very satisfactory starting 
point for monetary union,” Mr. 
Doisenbeig said. . 

The slump in Asian economies 
and the turmoil in Russia have had 
“remarkably little impact on the 
economic development outside 
Europe,” he said.. 

In a speech to fee European Par- 
liament, Mr. Doisenbetg warned, 
though, that governments must con- 
tinue cutting deficits and striving for 
balanced budgets to make the euro a 
stable currency. 

The bank will set monetary policy 
for Germany, France, Italy. Spain, ■ 
Portugal, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Finland, Luxembourg, Ireland and 
Austria beginning in January, when 


those countries lock their exchange 
rates together and form fee euro. 

Mr. Dnisenberg confirmed that 
fee bank’s governing council would 
announce the details of its inflation- 
combating strategy in September or 
October. 

He also said feat he expected a 


decision tty the bank's policymak- 
ing council on guidelines for mem- 
ber central banks’ gold reserve 
policies by November. “The ECB 
will have an important say on Euro- 
pean Monetary Union central bank 
gold policies,” he said. 

Last week the bank’s policymak- 


ing council decided that fee bank 
would hold 15 percent of its mon- 
etary reserves in gold. It also an- 
nounced that a guideline for all na- 
tional central hanks' gold and for- 
eign-exchange operations would be 
drawn up by the end of the year.' 

(Bloomberg, Bridge News) 


Fixing to Do Business as Claudia Schijfer 

Austrian Finds a Partner of That Name After the Famous Model Says ‘No 9 


Agence France-Presse 

HAMBURG — An Austrian businessman could 
stand to make a lot of money with Claudia Schiffer. 

Friedbebn Bnadbont's new company, Claudia 
Schiffer Handels- & Marketing GmbH, will intro- 
duce its first product in time for Christmas, a CD 
tided “Magic Moments. ” Perfumes, textiles, drinks, 
diets and books are to follow. 

The hitch? Mr. Brandhorst, 35, is in partnership not 
wife fee world-famous model, but wife a 29-year old 
postal worker from Mecbemich in North Rhine- 
Westphalia, whose name also is Claudia Schiffer. 

He approached the more famous of the two with his 
business idea but was rejected. So he sought out 
someone else with fee same name. After asking the 
other Claudia Schiffer to put up half of the company's 


capital of 25,000 Deutsche marks (about $ 1 4,000). be 
had fee name entered into fee commercial register. 

* ‘This is perfectly legal under German law. since one 


and anyone can register a company 
under his own name,” a spokesman for die Hamburg 
chamber of commerce said. However, problems could 
arise if fee use of fee nam e is misle adin g or if people are 
deliberately deceived, the spokesman said. 

Mr. Brandhorst says he will not infringe upon the 
more famous Claudia's rights. Neither will be use a 
photo of her on his products. “We need to determine 
what we can do without violating the other Claudia 
Schiffer’s rights,” he said. 

But he said, “This is a matter of brand-name policy. 
He added, “She mustn't violate our rights either.” 
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lataimliwuil HcraM Tribune 


Very briefly: 


• SKF AB, the Swedish maker of ball bearings, said its first- 
half profit fell by 26 percent to 817 milli on kronor ($101.4 
million) as high interest rates in Asia hurt demand and 
currency devaluations made its prices less attractive. 

• Pressac PLC. the British maker of electronic components 
for automobiles, said it had agreed to buy G. Cartier In- 
dustrie SA of France for 624 million French francs ($102.3 
million) in a bid to broaden its geographical reach. 

• The head of the European Central Bank will earn almost 
$2 1 ,000 per month, a European Commission spokesman said. 
Asked about his salary. Wim Duisenberg told the European 
Parliament he would earn 40 percent more than fee best-paid 
ELI official. 

• Dutch industrial output fell a greater-than- expected 3.3 
percent in May as holidays depressed production after strong 
g ains in April: Finland's industrial output fell 1.5 percent in 
May as metals companies produced less; Italy's industrial 
output, adjusted for working days and seasonal factors, rose a 
hi gher-fean -expected 2.5 percent in May, pushed up by pro- 
duction of wood and metal products used in construction. 

• Gruppo Gianni Versace SpA said its 1997 profit surged 
34.5 percent to 99.4 billion lire ($55.9 million) as rising 
European and U.S. sales offset declines in Asia, which the 
Italian fashion house said would hurt 199S revenues. 

• Leo Kirch, the German media magnate, has named Dieter 
Hahn as the chief deputy of his empire, fee Kirch Group. Mr. 
Kirch will retain control of the group, while Mr. Hahn will begin 
immediately in the newly created position of vice chairman. 

• Volkswagen AG's chief employee representative, Klaus 

Volkert, said workers would stick to their demands for a 28.8- 
hour week in order to secure jobs even though an order 
backlog of more than 600.000 cars was leading to lengthy 
waiting lists for Customers. Bloomberg. Rcultr-.. AFP 
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EdperBrnscan 
Frirka Rnl 
FaJcanbndge 
Geac Compute 
Imperial Oil 
Inaj 

1 PL. Energy 

I fWrflnrof 

Magna Inti A 
Newbridge Net 
NetacaunCrertt 
Norn nda Inc 
Ntaern T rie ootn 
Puncdn Prilm 
Petra Cdn 
Placer Dane 
Potash Sask 
Renaissance 
Royal Bk Cdn 
Royal Grp Tech 
Seen inn Co 
ri>3caaA 
Siiiicor 
Tafcmon Erry 
Trieqlnbe 
Telus 
Thomson 
TwOom Bonk 
Torstar 
TroreoBa 
Tin nsCda Pipe 
Triiec Hahn 
Westcaast Erry 
Weston 


Vienna 

Bonk Austria 
Bund Verv 
CreritoSPh) 
EA -Generali 
ErstK Bank 
EVN 
OMV 

Oesi EMM: 
VATtdt 
Wienerberg Bqu 


TSE ladOftriats: 74169Q 


Previous: 7287-04 

2020 

19.70 

19.90 

19.85 

35X0 

3 480 

3515 

35® 

JOBS 

39X5 

39.9S 

39® 

41*5 

41.® 

41® 

41X5 

84*0 

8*« 

e*3s 

8*10 

3815 

37.7P 

38)0 

37.® 

27 JB 

2*25 

2*70 

76.90 

64.70 

61® 

*46" 

6*35 

49.95 

49® 

49® 

49X5 

50.95 

2025 

2070 

2025 

5005 

49*5 

49.95 

49® 

81X0 

B8I5 

81® 

79® 

25/5 

25.10 

25.70 

2525 

X20 

29X0 

2975 

29® 

39.70 

38*0 

39® 

38® 

41® 

41® 

41.75 

41® 

2*65 

2*® 

2*® 

24X5 

580 ® 574® 

580X0 571® 

16X0 

1590 

16.10 

1590 

40.80 

4815 

40X0 

40® 

25X5 

25X0 

2575 

2525 

19.40 

I860 

IS® 

18*5 

69.75 

69® 

69.75 

69x5 

1620 

16X5 

1*15 

1*05 

ioa 00 

105® 

107.90 

106® 

36X5 

35X0 

3*10 

35® 

76*0 

75X0 

7*35 

7560 

23X0 

2325 

2325 

2325 

8600 

8*60 

85® 

8540 

2225 

22X0 

7?a$ 

22X0 

2*25 

2185 

2*70 

2195 

1*35 

1595 

1625 

16® 

10925 

10815 

109 JS 

10875 

2275 

2115 

2225 

22® 

91 15 

90.70 

91.10 

91® 

41® 

4125 

4125 

41.95 

60.10 

59® 

*0.10 

59® 

25.90 

25*0 

2590 

2145 

5815 

49® 

■THU) 

48® 

42.® 

40X5 

41® 

4025 

41.® 

40X5 

4085 

41.75 

37X0 

3675 

3*85 

3*85 

rrw 

45X0 

45)0 

4*90 

66JD 

*£90 

*670 

6*10 

2375 

MM 

Z3X0 

2175 

73® 

23X0 

2325 

73.10 

25.90 

2575 

2590 

2580 

3425 

33.90 

3425 

3*15 

31.75 

3170 

3125 

31X5 

55*0 

54® 

5*50 

55® 


ATX tadera 1510*7 


Previous: 1507® 

1099 

1087 

1090 

1090 

1035 

1035 

1035 

10® 

14® 

14)5 

1430 

1425 

3440 

3350 

34® 

3135 

790.95 

771 

77850 

773® 

1B98 

1872 

1879 

18® 

1495 

1450 

1650 

1467 

1634 

1403 

1434 

16® 

1655 

1432 

1652 

7636 

3112 

3050 

3108 

3094 


Wellington 

AkNZeaidB 
Bnerty Vnvt 
Co/tetH ritoro 
Fletdi Or Bktft 
FleldiChEny 
FteWi Oi Paper 
Indep. News 

Lujo Nathan 
Sky Network 

Tefcnjm NZ 


NZSE-40 tadrat 210599 
PlWtoHK M7827 


2.16 

2X6 

216 

202 

0® 

077 

0.97 

0.97 

725 

2.14 

21x 

220 

3X5 

1® 

29s 

2X3 

570 

545 

5X5 

£30 

225 

6® 

720 

*71 

as 

218 

*70 

*77 

4X5 

4.75 

*65 

2® 

2® 

7X0 

2X5 

8X5 

8® 

835 

8® 


Zurich 


ABB 8 

ABB R 

Adecco 

AtasrisseR 

Ares-ScronaB 

BaerHdgB 

Balotse Hdg R 

BkVBtan 

OH Spec deni 

CtanantR 

Crf Suisse Go R 

E an -demle 

Hotderbank B 

LieditenstlBB 

NeetteR 

Novartis B 

Novartis R 

OeifihnBueiiR 

PtiatnVisnB 

Rj*eraanl A 

RrderHdgs 

PneWB 

Rods Hdg PC 

SAlr Group R 

Sourer R 
SSCR 

SdundlerPC 

SGSB 

Swatch Group B 
Swatch Group R 
Sutler R 
SuUerMedteR 
Swiss Ute B 
Swiss Reins R 
UBS B 
UBS R 
UB55UU 
Zuncti AssurR 


SPItadQc5101® 
Previous: 51 12.96 


2419 

7365 

2365 

2393 

498 

-f/0 

490 490® 

720 

495 

7® 

70S 

1999 

1977 

19® 

1985 

2190 

7010 

2030 

2150 

4949 

4910 

4910 

49® 

1470 

1425 

U60 

1420 

44*50 

433 

444 

441 


19625 19325 193.75 19*25 


1006 

985 

994 

995 

357® 

352 

355 

355 

92® 

9025 

9090 

9095 

2090 

2060 

2079 

2053 

990 

959 

J 80 

951 

3374 

3370 

310 

3116 

7470 

3413 

2413 

2454 

7459 

7*0 

2410 

2447 

293 

387 

292 

295 

935 

921 

931 

9® 

20-19 

20® 

2044 

20® 

1160 

1140 

II® 

1157 

374 

36*50 

3» 

3*4 

15130 

14875 

150® 

150BS 

518 

510 

517 

506 

1440 

1645 

1653 

1640 

590 

580 

585 

585 

34® 

3461 

2461 

2465 

2742 

2716 

2739 

2705 

1185 

1159 

11® 

11® 

256 

251 

255 

251 

1224 

11® 

1213 

11® 

433 

4)5 415® 

418® 

1349 

1345 

12® 

1240 

4D3B 

3940 

4)18 

3971 

441 

423 

425 

634 

548 

539 

544 

544 

264 

26150 36350 

263 

1149 

1119 

114? 

1116 





































































































The 1998 International Herald Tribune Survey ■ 

— RSVPr ,• • J ] 


Dear Reader 

to the 1Hbune - ^ 

e^en a further you are a regular, occasional or 

the four though* on 

to jwt)dureabeaer^^^^ and your business, can we endeavour 

* e J£! ffyou could take the time to fflin this 
post it (tbenostn ■* the instructions onthe reverse side and 

£S£ ( 1 fSCKtt? ^ 

a^essfa^the v 2 ?. drawin 6» please fill in" y oiir name and 

SfW brfoW ‘ *"» winners Wl be sent a decanter 

ot bine Champagne Cognac Extra from Rrimy Martin.- 

Thank you very much for your time. 

T^L € • /. 


Peter C. Goldmark Jr 
C hairman and Chief Executi ve 


,Plea«oimfica*ayouri»a|Kwig«iiriaian X &| t he <l ppit^it i a^i>oaaM^ 


YOU AMD THE 

INTERNATIONAL HERALD TRIBUNE 


1 -► How often do yon usually read or look at the HT? 

5-6 days a week TZ3 i-2 days a week EZ3 m 

3-4 days a week £ J le ss than once a weak P I 


when in home comtry 

Home subscription P I gTi 

Personal office subscription F 1 

Colleague/friemi/relatwe F 1 

Newsstand F S 

lortyreadlheHTvitientravefrig F I 


whe n trav efeifl 

Airiine P j tat 

Hotel F 1 

Newsstand F t 

Other I 4 I 


■ 3 And how many people excluding yourself usually read your copy of 

the Dm 

One F I Three F J Five or more t I cat 

' Two F 1 - Four I No-one else C I 

,4 -► On average, how much time do you spehdreatffing the BIT? 

■ Less than 15 minutes F 1 : 1-2 hours I* 1 ott 

; 15-29 minutes P I 2-3 hours FZ 1 ■ 

i 30-44 minutes P ~j - Over 3 hours F I 

45 minutes- 1 hour E~D' Not sure F I 

f ^ 5 - ► fior a typical iene of the IHT, whet percentage of pages do you look at 

or mdfrom before you (beard the newspaper? 

: 100% □ 60% □ 20% □ Pit 

80% EU . 40% EH Lessthmm EU 

.6 -► llsualto fKjw many separate tfaies do you pick upyourcopyoftbe 

IHT before you have finlsbetf with ft completely? 

:* " write w •- ^ ~ . 

7 - ► How many other iU%Mwspapea do you usually read? (Haase 

mdude aH defly titles whether they be international, nationaLor kwaQ 

* One P 1 Three F j Five or more FI | tw 

: Two FIZ1 Four F Z3 Neather T_ 1 

;8 - ► ff you had to no* by order of importance to you personally the dafiy 
l newspapers you read, whera wotdd you rank die IHT? . 

I First P Z ( Second P Zl ThW F i Other (WRITE IN) nun 

;■ : 9 -► Please imficat* your level of agreement with the following 

'* statements regarding the IHT: 

Stnoft Agraa Rahharqpw Dbapw Streaky 
ayw . m rdmflr w ( Bsagrn 

: Publication! want to read L_J F -I E I F 3 E — A m 

* You can believe what you read in it E EH P — 1 E-Zl E. J El . J w 

Hook forward to reading it FZ"! d I F | F — 3 E— 

: Is a leisurely read FZ 1 F Zl P 1 £ — 1 E— 

-baputtotolrBadthonu^nihff EZH L_J t — I £_J EZ3wi 


10a- ► Do you ever read the PIT op the Internet? 

Yes D NoO 


tot 


1 0b- ► If yes. Each (by ttfeuMt WtmwMwk 5thMsM LmaAn 

o O □ O Om 


AIR TRAVEL... 


11 -► Approximately how many international mr trips have you made In the 
last 12 months? 


Business Pleasure Bust aass Pteasm e 
1-3trip$aO 11-lStripsOO 
4-BtripsOO 1 6-20 trips lUjlUJ 

7 -IOtripsOEZH 21 + trips ? I f - I 


Bus wess Ptease re 

nona P IF 


12 - Which, if any, of the regions Dated below have yon visited by air in 
the last 12 months? 


Austria F HP J tw-ut 
Bdqium/LuxBrnboura EZZIC — J m-w 
France ll IP 
Germany LT|P U nug 
Greece L ~| P Zjna-m 

Israel ii IP ^ BMit 

haiy iTZIlP Z &-Z3I 
NetheriandsL_J l|ZZI p^ 
Siamfinavia ll Zf J pg^i 

SpainEZUF — Jt®® 1 
Swtaaterair IP 1 b*- 311 


Business Pleasme 

Hong Kong F IP l wci 

httfia F ( P ~It«44M 

bidonesial! lj 


KWl 


Japan F IP I w* 

KoreaF H P _l a»ri 

MalaysfeCZI] P J tnsa 

3tw-is 


Singapore !! II* 1 (sun 
Taiwan FZZJE 


ISU 9 ) 

ItBMIl 


ukF !L_J 


Eastern 


Other Asia/Pacific P IF l ic«n 

USA P if I «t« 

| Canada P ]P Ao usn 

OftW &li^pfcl30a«n CfinttdAmerica4irt)beanQQ^ 
Africa P Ij 1 I gna South America JC,, _U ni 

Australia/New ZeatendEDCHI^ 1 * Middte EastdlillDpws) 

^JaT^For busine^ trips what class of travel doyouitsuafiy i^7 

Trips op Trips of 4 hws 

ttibews wm» 

Fast Class ^3 0,1 

it Business Class □ £=J 

Economy l — 1 L — 1 

13b- ► How want frafl*** 1 dub * ** yo,, “ IIIB,nb ® r 0,7 

NoneEHH OneEZl- TwoEZ3 Three or nwre Pro 


Win A Decanter Of 
Fine Champagne Cognac Extra 



REMY MARTIN 

FINE CHAMPAGNE COGNAC 


To thank you, a dollar will be given 
to a charity of your choice. 

Please indicate which of these charities 
should benefit from your dollar donation. 


World WBdfife Fund F I 
MddoctnsSansFrontieres P 1 


Cancer Research l ~T1 
International Red Cross F H m 


14 - ^ Approximately how many nights have you spent in hotels on 
business rrithu lest 12 months? 


1-7 Q 15-29 □ 50-74 □ 
8-14 EZH 30-49 ED 75+ □ 

none 

OT 

□ 

15 -► to the last 12 months, have you: 

Yes 

No 

flown n yoiff own private plane? 

a 

P Ira 

town m your Company's plane? 

□ 

(L Itn 

j ABOUT YOUR LIFESTYLE... 





16 -►Which, if any, of the following cards do you use? {Please check aH that 

apply-) 

AMEX Gold/Piatinum I 1 l ow Any other card I 1 J em 

AMEX Green □,», 

Visa Gold/Premier P 1 n« International telephone cafing cards: 

Other Visa HZUmb -AT&T EZIwn 

MasterCard Gold P I~l iui —MCI f 1 I mw 

Other MastarCani P 1 ns -Sprmt P J m 

Drner$ Club l 1 i na Any other inti raffing cads I 1 l i?n 

17 - ► Which of tfia following items have you bought in the last 12 months, 

whether for yourself, your household or as a gift? (Please check all 
that apply.) 


Cognac HZ J en 
Blended/matt whisky F l m> 
CanadiaiVUS/lrish whiskey FZ I mi 
. Gin P I os 
Vodka PT J OT 
Crystalware P \ m 


Perfumes I 1 J w 
Watches I 1 ^ OT 
Jewefry P 1 ™ 
Designer clothing I 1 1 on 

leather items l r ~ i n» 

VUHfihg accessories I 1 l m 


18a- ► How many cars do you have in you’ household? 

none one two 

o o a 


1 8b- ► Do you have a company car? 

Yes □ 

Who chose it? Your company H 1 


three or more 

Dot 


No f —] 051 
You P — 1 1 » 


18c- ► What t« the size of the engine of your: 

under 1999cc 2000-3000cc over3000cc 

persaially owned car? Z Z1 ^ | P _ I on 

company owned car? P_ J P "1 P —l ow 

19 -► Which of t)w following do you currently use7 

PaneoaRy Forbuinesa - 

Personal computer E_ZI pa o m 

Laptop/notabook/handhefd computer IZZl w P _ | wa 

CD-ROM £□ MU o W 

Video conferencing ZZJwa (' ( tsw 

Celkilar/mobile phone (ZZl w> L J ed 

Compact satellite phone P ~l m a BZJ 

The Intern et/other on-line services: 

- for business and finance information P I ns o S 3 ) 

- for generd nfbmtation P _ I «a a IM) 

Have you ever bought goodsfeeivices through the Internet? Yes(‘_ZI NoLZJw 

20 -► Which, if ny, of the folkming publications do you read regularly (at 

least 3 out of 4 issues)? 

Financial Tones l‘ | m The Economist \' _ i mi 

USA Today l‘ l ot The European IIZJ \ m 

The Asian Wdl Street Journal f 1 J ea Far Eastern Economic Review jlZJ m 

The WaH Street Journal Europe P \ m Newsweek L— I tw 

BusinessWeek P J m Time ['_ j m 

21 -► Which, if any, of the following have you done in a business or personal 

capacity in the last twelve months? 

Acted as adviser to another company PZ 1 m 
Been interviewed on TV, radio or by the press (ZZI ct 
H ad an article, paper or book published tZZ3 m 
Sat on an industriaVprofessional committee 


Lobbied or advised members of national/local government (ZZ ot 
B een involved in an envirorertent^conservation/aninial welfare group (Z Z nn 


| YOUR WORK... 1 

22 - ► Are you currently: 


Working full/part time ( r ( 

A student fZ Z ot 

Not in paid employment/other F 1 

Retired 1! ! 

23 - ► What Is your job tide or position? 

Owner/Partner i r 1 ot 

PoKoan/Govemment Minister F liw 

Chainran/Presi dent/C EQ E | 

Diplomat/Senior „ — 

Managua Director P ~1 

tkvemment Official 1! 1 

Vice President FZ J 

Medical P 1 

General Manager P l 

Legal EZ3 

CFQ/Ftnance DrecToj/Trrasurer P_Z1 

Education L! l 

Department Head P 1 

Clerical position P 1 

Consultant C ( 

Other job/posrtion F 1 

Other senior position E 1 

(WRITE IN) 

Other DirectotfManager FI 1 

P5) 


24a- ► What is the main activity of your organizatMKi? 

Mar*jfacbring/engin earing I 1 I m Computing |’ . I 


Primary industry/utilities F I 

Construction P I 

Whol^B/retail F j 

TraveltourismAranspaiation F 1 

Publishmg/printing/ F I 

broadcasting 

Banking P | 

Other financial services F I 


Telecommunications F I 
Other business services P I 

Education f ) 

Medical EZ] 

Legal F . I 
Govern ment/diplornatic | ? Z } 

Other (WRITE IN) < 


24b- ► For those of you working in the financial sector, which of the 
following best describes your job function? 

Financial Analyst l 1 I <■« 

Portfolio Manager F _ I 
Investment Department Head P 1 
Other (WRITE IN) mi 

25 - ► How many people does your organisation employ? 

CouirbYOfnddenca ffoffcHndft 


Under 10 CZU 
10-49 □ 
50-99 EH3 
100-249 □ 
250-499 EZ] 
500-999 EZ3 
1000-4999 P I 
5000+ □ 


□ 1 12-131 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
a 
□ 
□ 


Does not operate outside your country of residence P~ I 

26 -►please imficate for which of the goods or services fisted below you 
are wholly or partly responsible for your company's decisions to 
purchase, tease or change suppliers? 

Desktop s/PCs P I Other financial services f ~1 m-ia 

Software I 1 I Business services I! I (»m 

Network systems II 1 Company vehicles l! I tina 

Corporeta/businsss aircraft I* II ami 

Other office equipment/technology 1Z 1 CcrrferencesArade feirs/exhfcftions L 1 I m-m 

Commercial banking services international courierylreight services r ( 
Investment banking services II Z Plant and etppmentAaw materials QZZ] m m 
Corporate Investments £ 1 Bus. premsestfndustrial site sdection P I atm 


m 


34b- ► Yes No 

Are you currently studying for an MBA? I* I F I mn 

Do you have any plans in the future to study for an MBA? 1* J £ZZU» 

35 - ► Approximate: household income (pre-tax) in USS from all sources: 

Up to $30,000 CD $150,000 to under $200,000 ETUaa 
$30,000 to under $50,000 EZZl $200,000 to under $300,000 
$50,000 to under $100,000 fZU $300,000 to under $500,000 P 1 
$100,000 to under $150,000 I* ~~l $500, 0W) and over f I 

Or, write in own currency: 

36 - ► Which, if any, of the following categories of personal investments 

and financial services do you have or use? 


Life insurance I 1 I ici 
Private banking I 1 ~ l mi 
Private pension plan l'~ I wi 
Stocks or bonds I 1 ~ I wa 
Government securities l‘ ~ l i«n 
Funcfe/unit trusts f 1 ~ i wm 


Gold/precious metals 1‘ 

Commodities I 1 | im 
Foreign curency j* Zl isii 
Property/real estate (wholly owned) Z l im 
ColectiUes (art, antiques, cors, stamps) l 1 _lea 


► In order to be eligible for the prize drawing*, please write in your full name and 
address in the space provided. 

Tide: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Prof. Other 

First Name Family Name 

Address — 


Postal Code _ 
Telephone no. _ 
E-mail address. 


City/Town 


Country 


The IHT frequently seeks to conduct surveys amongst its readers for purposes 
of editorial and commercial development. If you do not wish to be contacted in 
the future please check the box below. We can assure aQ respondents to this 
questionnaire that their nones and addresses will not be used for any purpose, 
nor passed on to any third parties, other than for IHT research, and only then 
with their permission. 

Idonot un sh w participate fihfttvr Off suveys oi^rlhB next 18 months. I 1 I in) 

Thank you for your cooperation. Now simply follow the folding instructions on 
the reverse of the questionnaire and please post it 


’Valid where legal 


. i 

* I 

1 I 


27 - ► Do you have international responsibilities in your job? 

Yes EH No EH an 

| ABOUT YOU. .. 



28 -►lam: 

Male EJ 

Female f Ian 

29 -►Age: 

Under 25 EZ3 
25-34 ED 

35-44 □ 
45-54 □ 

55*64 EH o2i 
65+ ED 


30 - ► How . many chBdren do you have .either Bvmg at home or away from 

home (but for whom you are financially responsible)? 

Nope One Too Three Fb ororma w 
a) aged under 15 F ~ I F I I* I F. 1 F l au 

b)aged 15 or over l 1 _ I P I F I l r I P ~~i 

31 - ► Which country do you currently live in? 

WRITE IN n«s 

32 - ► How kmg have you been living in your country of residence? 

Less than 1 year P Zl 2-5 yeas P _ 1 1Qyears+ P 3 am 

1*2 years F I 5-10 years 1 

33 - ► Which country are you a CitizeiuNationai of? 

WRITE IN Bum 

34a- ► Which level are you educated to: 

Doctorate l 1 _J Standard university level P 1 

M8A P _l Secondary/high school level f* 1 

Higher universitv degree level P I 
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PAGE 15 


ASIA/PACIFIC 


Budget Needs 

$10 Billion in 
Credits Now, 
Jakarta Says 


~~ President Bj. 

Habibie of Indonesia wanted Wed- 
nesday that die country needed at 
least $10 billion in additional exogr- 

t 2 !?* «o prevent its budget 
deficit from ballooning out of coo- 
troL 

The warning came as the Inter- 
na tional Monetary Fond is poised to 
resume loans from its $43 billion 
bailout package for tbe country. A 
planned disbursement of $1 billion, 
originally due to be released in May 
was considered by the agency’s 
board. 

Mr. Habibie said he was confident 
the IMF would resume disburse- 
ment of the loans. The IMF and tbe 
Indonesian government agreed on a 
new set of economic targets last 
month, the first step in the resump- 
tion of the disbursements. 

But the funding is only a small p art 

of the money Indonesia may need to 

help se e it through the collapse of its 
currency and its economy. 

With its revenue ravaged by die 
deteriorating economy, the govern - 
ment needs more money to protect a 
*" pfeutuse to the IMF not to let the 
budget deficit exceed 8.5 percent of 
gross domestic product It has been 
in talks with the agency for about $6 

billion in additional funds, which 
would come on top of the $43 biUioa 
bailout plan. 

Almost half of Indonesia's 200 
million people are expected to slip 
below the poverty line by the end of 
1998. 

Indonesia is grappling with its 
first recession in 30 years as an 83 
percent plunge in the value of its 
currency in the past 22 months has 
left most companies unable to repay 
foreign debts. The government has 
taken over 70 permit of the banking 
system, and inflation has soared to a 
23-year high of 52 percent 

Disbursements from the IMF- 
brokered bailout have been suspen- 
ded since May, when anti-govern- 
ment riots erupted in Jakarta and 
^ provoked the resignation of Pres- 
ident Suharto. 

Separately, Indonesia's central 
banker said the country would wel- 
come the acquisition of some of die 
country’s banks by foreign lenders. 

‘ ‘Recapitalization of banks, mer- 
gers, acquisitions — tins is the kasd ~ent company c urren t profit 
of rate that might be expected fEaifc T 5 fn 33 ft in me first 



INVESTMENT VENTURE — Arthur Ryan, left, chairman of Prudential Insurance Co. of 
America, joining Keiu Nishida, president of Mitsui Trust & Banking Co., in Tokyo on 
Wednesday to announce the formation of a mutual fund joint venture in Japan. 


Strike Widens 
As Seoul Hunts 
Labor Leaders 

C mp B ai b<r Oar Sa>g Fran Dtspexba 

SEOUL — South Korean police 
launched a manhunt Wednesday for 
55 top union leaders as workers at 
state companies defied government 
warnings and joined tens of thou- 
sands of angry strikers in a general 
stoppage. 

But financial-sector unions said 
they were undecided on strike action 
or had delayed it because of con- 
cerns about lack of public support. 

About 140,000 workers from 55 
unions, including 55,000 auto and 
metal workers already on a three- 
day stoppage, were on strike Wed- 
nesday, union officials said. 
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Brunei’s Civil Servants Get a Raise 


By Thomas Fuller 

. iMernatwnaLHeraldTribme 

BANDAR SERI. BEGAWAN, 
Brunei — Bucking a trend in South- 
east Asia, the Sultan of Brunei gave 
civil -servants in this tiny, oil-rich 
country a raise of as much as 14 
percent Wednesday, a move that 
will benefit 80 percent of the coun- 
try's working citizens. 

The sultan announced the raise — 
officially called an * ‘allowance’' — 
during a speech marking his 52nd 


birthday. He said his subjects 
needed the extra money to combat 
the ill effects of the Southeast Asian 
economic crisis. 

The raise, weighted toward 
tower-income workers, will not ben- 
efit Brunei’s thousands of foreign 
workers. The move contrasts with 
policies in other countries across the 
region where salaries for civil ser- 
vants have been cut or frozen . 

Tbe Wednesday announcement 
came as this tiny, oil-based country 
found itself increasingly exposed to 


New Rules on Commissions 
Trim Japan Brokers 9 Profits 


. ' Bloomberg News 

TOKYO — The three largest 
brokerage firms in Japan — Nomura 
Securities Co., Daiwa Securities Co. 
and Nikko Securities Co. — said 
Wednesday that quarterly profitsfefl 
as new regulations let clients ne- 
gotiate lower trading commissions. 

Nomura, the largest of die three, 
said current, or pretax, profit de- 
clined 58 percent in the fiscal first 
which ended June 


a, die second laigcst, st&i^nr- 

St quarter. 

iced a loss of 7.4 biUioa yen 


Nikko 


foreign banks, on topof their 

business,” Atihjar flyas, the man- ($5i9 million), after a loss of 1.9 


aging director of Bank Indonesia, 
said. ( Bloomberg . Reuters) 


billion yen a year earlier. 
Regulations setting commissioiis 


KIA: Carmaker Put on Auction Block 


Continued from Page 11 

including Asia Motors Corp., a sub- 
sidiary that makes trucks and vans, 
and subsidiary component manufac- 
carers. 

% Mr. Lee said Hyundai, Daewoo 
and Samsung would all be invited to 
enter bids along with any foreign 
manufacturer that ranked among the 
world’s top 20 motor vehicle 
companies. Any company that 
wants to take over Kia should ac- 
quire 51 percent of the stock, he 
said. 

Bidding price and cash flow 
would e«ch count for 30 of 1 00 


r s in deciding the winning bid, 
Lee said, while the ability to 
guarantee jobs and market vehicles 
overseas would count for 25 points. 
Prospects for long-term development 
would count fra- the final points. 

• Mir Lee set tough terms for bid- 
ding, saying prospective owners had 
to offer more than the current share 
price. 

At the same time, both Kia and 
Asia Motors will write off 90 per- 
cent of their capital and issue new 
shares, tinder this plan, Kia will 
have 1.5 trillion won ($1.16 billion) 
in capital, while Asia Motors will be 
left with 600 billion won in capital. 


for trades of more than 50 million 
yen were scrapped in April. That 
spaxked competition among broker- 
age firms. Nomura, for one, slashed 
its stock trading commissions and 
said it would not charge some clients 
for trades. Overall, Nomura’s trad- 
ing c ommis sions foil 27 percent. 

“For the next two to three years, 
the trend is (town,” said Robert 
Garone, an analyst at Dresdner 
30. . Kleinwort Benson (Asia) Ltd. “The 
key is for Nomura to make it up in 
asset management and other growth 
aeas." 

’ Nomura’s first-quarter unconsol- 
idated company profit fell to 14.8 
billion yen on a 17 percent fall in 
revenue, to 91.2 billion yen. 
Daiwa's parent company profit fell 
to 2.4 billion yen, and revenue fell 
22 percent, to 62.2 billion. Nikko 
revenue fell 19 percent, to 47.4 bil- 
lion yen. 

Penalties levied against Daiwa and 
NDdcoby the finance Ministry for a 
series of scandals also hurt their earn- 
ings, analysts said. Sanctions against 
Nomura, the first of the three brokers 
to be punished for paying off a rack- 
eteer, expired at the end of last year. 

Daiwa was banned from trading 
on its own account for four months 
through April 24. Nikko 's penalties 
for paying off a racketeer expired in 
March. Nikko was also banned from 
trading on its own accountforpartof 
April and May for attempting to 
manipulate Softbank Coop, s snare 
Ice and funneling profits to a 
politician. 


the region's troubles. A persistent 
slide in crude oil prices has slashed 
government revenue, and the recent 
collapse of one of the country’s 
biggest companies has hurt investor 
confidence and left infrastructure 
projects unfinished. 

Brunei’s currency, which is 
pegged to the Singapore dollar, has 
remained relatively stable, but this 
has served to make Brunei more 
expensive than its neighbors. 

Shoppers often travel to nearby 

devaluation of its currency, to stock 
up on groceries and other goods. 

Analysts said Wednesday that the 
salary increase will inject much- 
needed liquidity into the economy. 
Brunei’s peg to the Singapore dollar 
has allowed deposits to be drawn out 
of the country and into Singapore. 

“It’s a one-way pipeline,” said a 
Western banker here. Singaporean 
banks are banned from lending their 
local currency outside the country. 


nation- 
wide to detain tbe country's most 
well-known union leader, Dan By- 
tmg Ho of (he Korean Federation of 
Metal Workers Unions, and 54 other 
leaders for instigating illegal strikes. 

Despite the crackdown, die metal 
workers* union and the country’s 
militan t Korean Confederation of 
Trade Unions renewed threats on 
Wednesday to launch a general 
strike on July 22. 

Both union groups denounced the 
government for launching the man- 
hunt 

“We are trying to find a solution, 
but look at what die government is 
doing,” a spokesman for the metal 
workers’ muon said. 

Signs of stress also appeared with- 
in the labor movement as unions at 
hanking institutions railed off p lans 

to join in and protest the govern- 
ment's forced merger of five ailing 
banks with stronger institutions. 

But limited participation in this 
week’s strikes has underscored the 
weakening influence of tbe coun- 
try's labor unions. 

“The workers who have been 
striking are relatively well-paid and 
that is why die general public is not 
that sympathetic,” said Kim Dae II, 
a labor economist at the state-run 
Korea Development Institute. 

(AFP, Reuters ) 



InKmuiaQa! Hcnld Tribute 


Very briefly: 


• Sime Darby Bhd. expects to complete the sale of its 60.3 
percent stake, valued at770 million ringgit ($186 million), in 
Sime Bank Bhd. to Rashid Hussain Bhd. by Sept 6 . 

• Bank of Thailand officials said that at least 25 Thai 
ttions have restructured their 2.8 billion baht ($68 
») debts. 

• Japan's steel production in June fell 10.9 percent from the 
same month a year ago to 7.75 million metric tons, the Iron and 
Steel Federation reported. 

• Glaxo Wellcome PLC said it was in talks with Young Jin 
Pharmaceutical Co. which may lead to Glaxo investing in the 
financially troubled Korean company. 

• Matsushita Electric Industrial Ccx, Sony Corp., Victor 
Co. and Philips Electronics NV of die Netherlands have 
agreed with the Chinese government to create a video compact 
disk standard to counter patent piracy. 

• Philippine Airlines Inc. intends to spin off its major 
services into different joint ventures within the next six 
months, a senior airline official said. 

• Shown Shell Sekiyu KK, Japan’s timd-largest oil refiner, 
plans to close a refinery for the first time. The Niigata 
prefecture plant is the smallest of Showa's five refineries. 

• The Philippine government’s budget deficit increased to 24 
billion pesos ($574 million) in the first six months of 1998, 
widened from a deficit of 15.5 billion pesos in the first five 

months. Bloomberg. AFP. Reuters 


Executives Targeted at China’s 2d-Largest Brokerage 


Bloomberg News 

SHANGHAI — Senior executives at J& A Securities Co., 
China’s second-largest brokerage, are under investigation after 
auditors discovered 1 billion yuan ($1 20 million) missing from the 
firm's accounts, J & A employees said Wednesday. 

Thang Guoqing, the Resident, and Yang Jun, die general 
manager, were summoned*© Beijing on Tuesday for questioning, 
according to employees at the firm, which is backed; by the 
People’s Liberation Army. Hong Kong newspapers reported that 
Mr. Thang had been arrested. 

“The government has tried several times to investigate, but the 


company didn't cooperate,” said Han Chunxu. a researcher at the 
Stock Exchange Executive Council controlled by the State Council’s 
restructuring office. “They just kept investigators at the gale.” 

Word of tbe inquiry sent Chinese stocks tumbling for a second 
day. The index of Shenzhen stocks open to foreign investors fell 
2.4 percent The firm, based in Shenzhen, with total assets of 17.56 
billion yuan, is one of China's most active stock traders and a 
major underwriter of mainland stocks. 

Yin Ke, one of the firm’s executive directors, is now in charge 
of the day-to-day operations, said an official at the Shenzhen 
Securities Commission. 


OPTIONS: When Company’s Stock Falls, Repricing Benefits the Staff 


Continued from Page 11 

while keeping those people brings die pros- 
pect of more revenues and higher share 
prices. 

Other experts defend stock options as an 
appropriate reward for employees who com- 
mit their time and careers to a company, 
while investors can far more easily move 
their money elsewhere if things go wrong. 

The fact is, though, that higher share 
prices do not necessarily follow when the 
options bar is lowered. 

“After option repricings, share pices 
move in a random walk,” said David Yer- 
mack, associate professor of finance at New 
York University's Stem School of Business. 


And new data show that once companies 
reprice options, there is a good chance that 
they will do it again — thus becoming serial 
repricers. 

As for large companies, like those making 
up the Standard & Poor’s 500-stock index, 
perhaps one company a year reprices ex- 
ecutive options. Bat at midsize companies, 
slightly mare than 1 .2 percent of options held 
by executives are repriced each year, Mr. 
Yennack found in his latest study. 

Repricing, he found, is even more com- 
mon among smaller companies, with 2 per- 
cent of executives' options repriced annually 
from 1992 through 1995. 

Mr. Yennack’s findings understate the 
situation because he limited his research to 


executives. Companies like Ascend, which 
repriced options for everyone except officers 
named in proxy statements, were excluded 
from his study. 

SEC rules require detailed disclosure in 
proxy statements, which are mailed to all 
shareholders, when a repricing occurs on 
options granted to the chief executive and 
other named executives. But if the exec- 
utives are excluded, these rules do not apply, 
even though the cost to outside shareholders 
may be much greater. 

At Ascend, when the five executives 
named in the proxy statement did not have 
their options repriced, they were granted 
712,000 new options, all at prices below the 
lowest repriced options for other employees. 


KUDLOW : Optimistic Economist Is Back in Limelight After Serious Drug Abuse 

Continued from Page 11 


government, politics and fi- 
““ nance. He'onoe even starred 
in a Cadillac commercial. 

Suddenly, he was persona 
non grata in Washington and 
44 n Wall Street. In 1995, he hit 
Wbck bottom and checked into 
a drug and alcohol treatment 
program at foe Hazel den 
Found atio n in Minnesota 


after his third wife caught him 
draining their retirement ac- 
count to support bis drug 
habit and threatened to di- 
vorce him. .. 

“I was squandering all our 
money,” hue said. ^It was 
without question the worst 
period of my life.” 

Now he is back — sober far 
tire past three years, he says, 
and chastened by his expe- 


riences on the edge, newly 
converted from Judaism to 
Cat holicism and ensconced 
as a well-paid chief econo- 
mist for American Skandia 
Marketing, a Connecticut- 
based subsidiary of an inter- 
national insurance conglom- 
erate. He is once again a fa- 
miliar face on CNBC, C- 
SPAN and network talk 
shows, and be writes far the 


Bloomberg News Service and 
the opinion pages of The Wall 
Street Journal and The Wash- 
ington Times. 

* ‘I’m not a martyr. I’m not 
ahen>,” Mr. Kmflow said last 
week while seated in the ma- 
hogany-paneled lounge of the 
exclusive Union League Club 
on foe East Side of Manhat- 
tan. “I’m just grateful to be 
back in play.” 
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International Funds Listing 

Track the performance of over 2.400 
international funds, everyday, on the l HT 
site on the World Wide Web. 

■■ htipy/wwwjhtcom 


Although he says he lacks 
the passion and drive for pol- 
itics that once marked him as 
one of foe most aggressive 
and arrogant players in Wash- 
ington. Mr. Kudlow appears 
to be angling to make his 
marie on public policy. He of- 
fers advice on Capitol Hill to 
a small but influential group 
of Republicans, including 
Representative Bill Archer of 
Texas, chairman of the House 
Ways and Means Committee, 
and Representative John 
Kasicb of Ohio, chairman of 
tbe House Budget Commit- 
tee. 

“His star is rising once 
again,” said Ari Fleischer, 
Mr. Archer’s press secretary, 
“His forecasts and analysis 
have foe double benefit of be- 
ing accurate and appealing to 
what Republicans want to 
do.” 

Already this year, Mr. 
Kudlow persuaded Mr. 
Kasich to draft a House 
budget resolution that dedic- 
ates future surpluses — other 
than those in the Social Se- 
curity trust fund — to tax cuts. 
Mr. Kasich had been more 
concerned about balancing 
foe budget and shoring up So- 
cial Security than cutting 
taxes. 

“The vision has to be big 
think and big bang,” Mr. 
Kudlow said last week in urg- 
ing Republican leaders to 
raise their sights higher. “1 
think taxpayers of all political 
stripes are just fed up with the 
complexity and rare struc- 
ture. 

“Larry makes very bold 
ictions about things and 
> made very bold predictions 
about surpluses that look Like 
they’re starting to come 
tnie,” Mr. Kasich said. 


Airport Authority 


Sale of Used Equipment and Ferries 

The Airport Authority intends progressively to offer for sale by tender equipment which 
has been used during the construction of the new airport at Chek Lap Kok. The disposal 
programme is expected to commence during August 1998 and should continue over a 
period of about one year. 

The proposed tender packages are: 

Package 1 - prefab, office ( 1 7.000m2) 

Package 2 - 2 x prefab, workshops 
(incl. equip.) 

Package 3 - prefab, labour camp for 
4000 persons 

Package 4 - 100 x container offices 
Package 5 - office fum. 

Package 6 - office equip, (incl. fax, 
copiers, typewriters, shredders, 
refrigerators, air-cons, etc.) 

Package 7 -IxPABX 
Package B - 100 x mobile phones 
Package 9 - 240 x trunk radios 
Package to - 3 x ambulances 
Package 11 - 5 x fire trucks (incl. equip.) 

Package 12 - 13 x cars 
Package 13 - 46 x 4WD vehicles 
Package 14 - 1 1 x 4WD pick-ups 
Package 15 - 32 x light buses 
Package 16 - 26 x buses 


Package 17 - 5 x road sweepers 

Package 18 - 2 x forklifts 

Package 19 - miscellaneous light vehicles 

Package 20 - 1 x landing craft + sampan 

Package 21 - 13 x ferries 

Package 22-15 sets buoys etc. 

Package 23 - materials testing and 
laboratory equip. 

Package 24 - 2 x water treatment and 
storage plants (1 150 and 1320 cu m per 
day) 

Package 25 - mechanical bar screen 
(sewage), pump and compactor 
Package 26 - 3 x diesel gen. sets (563kVA) 
Package 27 - medical centre equip. 
Package 28 - survey equip. 

Package 29 - miscellaneous kitchen 
equipment including banquet masters and 
gannamede system 
Package 30 - 10 x heavy duty AC units 


Parties who wish to purchase any of the above equipment should express their interest in 
writing stating the party's name, address, name of contact person with fax and telephone 
numbers and the package(s) in which they are interested, addressed to: - 

The Project Director 

Airport Authority 

8 Chun Yue Road 

Hong Kohg International Airport 

Lantau, Hong Kong 

Attn: Ms. Stella Fok 

Tai. No. (852) 2769 1160 
Fax No. (852) 2802 8231 

When the relevant equipment is available parties who have expressed interest will be 
invited to tender and will be issued with tender documents including details of the equipment 
and instructions regarding inspection. 
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World Roundup 


Racing the Clock 

Athletics Hicham Guerrouj, 
latest in the distinguished line of 
Muslim 1.500- merer world record 
holders, says he plans to reduce his 
own world mark by a further two 
seconds. 

The 23-year-old Moroccan took 
an astonishing 137 seconds from 
Nou red dine Morceli's previous 
world mark in a meet in Rome on 
Tuesday night, clocking 3 minutes 
26 seconds. "I ran 333 here in pour- 
ing rain last year.” he said. "This 
time the weather was perfect. If God 
wants HI come back to Rome next 
year and I‘U run 3:24.” ( Reuters ) 

Steelers Stay and Go 

Football The Pittsburgh Steelers 
already have signed their first im- 
portant free agent for the 2000 sea- 
son: their coach. Bill Cowher. The 
Steelers made Cowher one of the 
NFL's four highest-paid coaches 
by doubling his salary from SI mil- 
lion to S2 million a year. 

In a separate move, the Steelers 
released Greg Lloyd. 33. a five- 
rime Pro Bowl linebacker whose 
nasty temperament and aggressive 
personality were the trademarks of 
their defense of the 1990s. {AP ) 

FIFA Doesn’t Believe It 

Soccer Brazil remained on top of 
FIFA's world soccer rankings de- 
spite its loss to France in the World 
Cup final. The French, meanwhile, 
moved up 15 places to No. 2. (API 



Golf the Way It’s Meant to Be Played 

British Open Offers Adversity in Both Weather and Terrain 
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r»v, i p „ na ^ QL an : m week,’* Watson said. “They’ll all be 

By Leonard Shapiro ble ^ practice sacks. 

since ^ last Open here in ’91. Bnfc- 

SOUTHPORT, England— The wind dale's greens have also been rebuilt, 
has been howling, me rain has been Soft and spongy eight years ago 
spitting out of menacing slate-gray skies “Pitching into them was like pitching 
and the layered look has been de rigeur into a laundry basket full of clothes, 
all week. And so, as the 127th British Jack Nieklaus moaned at the time 
Open begins here Thursday morning . they have been replaced by firmer. 


IVre Knuf/IV AmojimI P ri m 

Brad Faxon of the United States practicing on Wednesday at Birkdale. 


Despite Sore Elbow, Faldo Says He’s Fit to Play 

Wuhinpon Post Sen-ice Faldo, a three-time British Open 

SOUTHPORT. England — Nick champion. “I played a proper round 
Faldo of England got in a hill practice and didn't hold back on anything. I 
round Wednesday and declared him- even hit two dozen practice balls af- 
self fit enough to play Thursday de- terwani All in all, it’s knitted to- 
spite a sore right elbow that forced gether well and everything is fine. I’m 
him to withdraw last week from the 
European Tour’s Loch Lomond event 
in Scotland. 

“The arm is doing great." said 


pleasantly surprised. As the ground 
gets harder. I’ll have to be careful, just 
don ’r take too big a divot. It does get a 
little tight, but there is no pain." 


hard by the Irish Sea, all the elements 
are in place for a rollicking run of golf 
the way it was meant to be played on an 
unforgiving course that will not suffer 
foolish shots gladly. 

“The more you play the game, the 
more you realize that failure is more 
prevalent than success.” Tom Watson. 

Bkitish Open 

winner of five British Opens, including 
his last in 1983 here at Birkdale, said 
Wednesday. “This is a game of ad- 
versity. Yon just have to deal with it." 

Every shot in their bulky bags will be 
required from the field of 156 players, 
most of them trotting out turtlenecks 
and slocking caps to keep warm in the 
chilly breeze. There will be some shots 
many have never even thought of at- 
tempting should they happen to stray 
from narrow fairways cut through the 
sand hills all around this 7.018-yard. 
par-70 layout that Watson considers 
among his favorites in links -style golf. 

Because of a particularly wet winter 
in this breezy comer of the world, the 
rough is unusually strangling for this 
seventh Open at Birkdale. Balls hit into 
the high hay will be suitably penalized, 
if they can be locared in the first place. 

“There will be a lot of golf balls out 
there for the members to find next 


faster and far more contoured surfaces. 

Watson, 48 and 14 months removed 
from the Senior Tour, wouldn’t say so 
Wednesday, but Birkdale may represent 
his last, best chance to equal Harry 
Vardon's record of six British Open 
titles from J 896 ro 1 91 J . Watson credits 
his own success on these shores, win- 
ning his first claret jug in 1975 at 
Carnoustie, to “my ability to get the ball 
up and down in bad conditions. 

“People miss greens in bad condi- 
tions,' ’ watson said. * 'Hell, that was my 
modus operandi — miss the green and 
get it up and down for par." 

This week, as always, the compe- 
tition is formidable, even if Greg Nor- 
man, a two-time champion, is out for the 
first time since 1988 with a surgically 
repaired shoulder and England’s Nick 
Faldo, a three-time winner, is nursing a 
sore right elbow that forced him to with- 
draw last week in a European Tour 
event at Loch Lomond, Scotland. 

Nieklaus also is among the missing. 
He ended a string of 36 straight British 
Opens going back to 1962 and 154 
straight majors by withdrawing last 
week. He said he preferred to save his 
sore left hip for the U.S. Senior cham- 
pionship next week in Los Angeles. 

Justin Leonard will try to defend the 
title he won a year ago at Royal Troon, 
where weather conditions were severe 


in the first round but mostly benign over 
the last three. At 26. he is a superb 
tactician, an absolute necessity in ne- 
gotiating this trick}- territory, with a fine 
feel for all the subtle short-game shots^ t 
required at every hole. - * ■ 

And Leonard, w ho came from rive off 
the pace to win three of his four pro- 
fessional titles, makes big-rime putts 
under pressure. At Troon last year, be 
sank a 15-footer for par at the 15th, a 15- 
footer for birdie ai the 1 6th, and a 3t> 
footer for birdie at the 17th ro catch and 
finally beat Sweden's Jesper Pamevik. 

“1 feel a bit more at ease this week," 
Leonard said Wednesday after playing 
77 holes in the practice rounds, three 
less than his Troon preparation. “J feel 
more relaxed because I accomplished 
something at this level last year. Part of 
the pressure is gone now." 

Tiger Woods is under some pressure if 
only because of somewhat disappointing 
finishes in the Masters itied for 8th) and 
U.S. Open (tied for 18th* and a per? 
ception that he has had an off-year, even 
if he insists his game is vastly improved 
from a vear ago. In addition to a win hi 
Atlanta,* he has had seven other top 15 4 
finishes on the PGA Tour, earned SI. IS 
minion and remains lhe No. I ranked 
player in the world. Some slump. *■ 

Woods is being listed as the favorite 
bv several national bookmaking firms, 
including the William Hill company! 
which makes him a 10-to-l choice. 

Home country fans are focused mi 
25-year-old Lee Westwood, the hottest 
player in the game with seven victories 
over the last nine months, and Colin 
Montgomerie. The Scotsman is now 
easily the best player in the world witfg 
out a' major championship. 
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ULTRA: For the Ultimate Challenge in Hardship , Try the 135-Mile Marathon Across Death Valley 


Continued from Page I 

a kind of eccentric cousin to 
regular track and field. The 
sport *s roots extend to the late 
ISOQs and what was called 
pedestrian ism, in which am- 
ateur and professional ath- 
letes competed in sometimes 
weeklong running marathons 
around a track, or city-to-city 
races of 500 miles or more. 

What has happened, 
however, is that old-fash- 
ioned running has merged, in 
both style and substance, with 
harder-edged sports like 
mountain bike racing and 
rock-climbing. Harsh settings 
and promotional literature 
that relies on words like * ‘ex- 
treme" have become part of 
ultrarunning's package. 

“It used to be a big deal to 
finish a marathon,” said Ted 
Corbin, who is credited with 
helping revive interest in 
ultramarathoning in the 
1960s and 1970s. “But 
there's been an evolution. 
People wanted more chal- 
lenges, and they’re willing to 
suffer.” 

For Ms. Smith, the Bad- 
water race — formally named 
Hi-Tec Badwater for the 
shoe-company that created it 
in 1987 and still sponsors it — 


has added meaning. Of the 
expected field of 31 Amer- 
ican and international com- 
petitors. there are only three 
women, and two of them. Ms. 
Smith and Julie Teiger, 44, 
trained together in Bemards- 
viile. The third woman in the 
race is Anita Allen, 44. of 
Miami. 

Ms. Smith and Ms, Teiger 
met in an aerobics class at the 
Bemardsviile YMCA. 

“We were soul mates,” 
Ms. Teiger said of Ms. Smith. 
“Our arm swings would be in 
sync when we ran, and our 
breathing would be quite sim- 
ilar.” 

Ms. Smith worked as a 
coach and trainer with Ms. 
Teiger, who now lives in Utah, 
and this year she persuaded 
her friend to test herself 
against foot racing's worst. 

“I am scared; I am really 
scared,” Ms. Teiger said in a 
telephone interview late last 
week from her home in Park 
City. Utah. “But I am going 
on misi in Lisa, because sbe 
said I can do it.” 

Ms. Smith should know 
what to expect She has lived 
it finishing twice. Last year, 
when she came in third, in just 
over 37 hours, she had to walk 
backward up the steep, final 


grade to Mount Whitney be- 
cause her ankles and quadri- 
ceps simply were not working 
for proper forward loco- 
motion after 125 miles or so. 

But the terms Ms. Smith 
used to describe that journey, 
sitting at the table in her apart- 
ment in the quiet. leafy sub- 
urb of Bernaidsville. were 
spiritual. Badwater. she said. 

Nearly everyone 
hallucinates. One 
r unn er last year 
swore he had 
crossed the Golden 
Gate Bridge. 


is about magic and the forces 
of the world that come alive 
after so many hours pushing 
and prodding at the limits of 
mind and body. Nearly every- 
one hallucinates, for example. 

One runner last year swore 
he had run at one point across 
the Golden Gate Bridge and 
recalled every detail Ms. 
Smith saw goats fly overhead 
last year. She heard Indian 
chants and babies crying. You 
know you have arrived at 


Badwater's heart, she said, 
when the visions siarL 

“It's the most incredibly 
spiritual place.” she said. “It 
makes you want to live in the 
moment, experience the mo- 
ment, live with it, take it, suck 
it all in.” 

Ms. Teiger said that on her 
friend's advice, she would go 
to Badwater with a spiritual 
agenda to try to shape her own 
marathon-inspired visions. 
She plans to think about the 
pioneer women who settled the 
wesiand whohad to face chal- 
lenges far beyond the calcu- 
lated, artificial environment of 
a road race, however arduous. 

“They had miserable 
shoes, no water, carrying a 
baby on the hip, maybe bury- 
ing a baby on the way,” Ms. 
Teiger said. “And here we 
are with our fancy shoes and a 
car that follows us. carrying 
water. We’ve got it made.” 

Ms. Smith is hoping to 
break 34 hours this time. Part 
of her strategy, in keeping with 
the harsh spirit of the race, 
perhaps, is to do it without any 
sleep. The first year, she slept 
for two hours. Last year she 
caught a 45-minute nap, and 
only then because her mother. 
Dorothy Smith, who was pan 
of her racing crew, insisted. 
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Lisa Smith: “It's the hardest race in the world.” ; ? 
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Major League Standings 


EAST DIVISION 



W 

L 
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GB 

New York 

46 

21 

.759 



Boehm 

S3 

38 

J82 

15 

Toronto 

47 

47 

-500 

2216 

Baltimore 

44 

50 

•468 

25 1 .) 

Tampa Bay 

35 

57 

380 

33 1 * 
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Clwetond 

S3 

38 

382 



Minnesota 

42 

50 

AS7 

US 

Kansas City 

41 

51 

446 

12S 

Chicago 

39 

53 

434 

MV, 

Detroit 

38 

52 

422 

14S 
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Anaheim 

51 

41 

-554 

— 

Tenuis 

si 

42 

-548 

te 

Oakland 

44 

48 

.478 

7 

Seattle 

41 

53 

X36 
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w 

L 
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GB 

Atlanta 

61 

32 

456 



New York 

44 

42 

-523 

1216 

Phltodeiphta 

47 

43 

-522 

12V» 

Montreal 

37 

SS 

an 

23 'h 

Fkmda 

36 

57 

387 

25 
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Houston 

55 

38 

-591 



Chicago 

51 

a 

348 

4 

Mttwaukea 

46 

45 

-505 

8 

Cincinnati 

44 

50 

468 

11K 

SL Louts 

43 

40 

447 

Ills 

Pittsburgh 

41 

S3 

441 

14 
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Son Diego 

40 

34 

438 

— 

San FmdsGo 52 

42 

-553 

8 

Los Anodes 

47 

44 
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12V, 

Colorado 

41 

53 

436 

10 

Arizona 

31 

62 

333 
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AMERICAN LEAGUE 



Boston 

110 

010 100-4 

B 0 

Tampa Bay 

000 

013 001—5 

11 2 


Payment enclosed by cheque made payable to Portfolio 


Sdtatogen. Corel (6). Motuy TO. C Reyes 
(9) and Hattebrng; Refcoc Medr (7). A. Lopsz 
(8) and DiFeDCB. W-A. Lope*, 5-1 
L— Mahay. 1-1. HR— Tampa Bay, Sorrento 
(13). 


KoBasOty 001 010 180—3 10 0 

Detrail CM 401 3ta-8 U 1 

Belcher, Wh tenant (7). Mtsley (8) and 
Fascna: J.Thompsoa MAndenan (7). Crow 
(81 and J. Olhrer. W— J. Thompson. M 
L— Seiche* 84. HRs— Oebuit ToXtaifc (20). 
L Gonzalez (12). D. Cruz (3). 

A wn ba irn 000 BOO 020—2 I 3 

Oakftsd 320 Ml Ota— 6 9 0 

Whores. Cadaret (4). P. Harris (53. 
Dettfda (71, Watson (a and Nerfrc Rogers. 
T. J .MaThmn (7L Groom (81. WorreS (8L 
Mahler (9) and Which. W— Rogers. 9-3. 
L — OBwes. 54. 

New York 011 001 121—7 12 0 

dmbnd 100 000 000-1 6 D 

Petttixe and Gffnnfc Barba Plunk (8), 
Mormon (9), Ogee (91 and SJUomar. 
W-Peftme. 12-5. L— Burba 10-7. HR-New 
York, Knoblauch (61. 

Toronto 010 030 001-5 7 2 

BaKbaotv 410 010 3te— 11 14 0 

W.WMonra Person (6), QvontriU (81 and 
Fletcher, KLBrnwn IB); Mussina and Halles. 
W— Mussina 7-5. L-W. WHioms. BU. 
HRs— Battmora R. Palmeiro Q7). SintwN 
(14), Carter (in. Hades (51. 

Minnesota 001 811 002—5 12 1 

Chicago 012 100 004—0 11 0 

Tewksbury. Morgan (5), Tnxnbtey IB). 
Aguaera (9) and Stdntoacic Siruka Howry 
<BL Kflithner (9). Fouflce (9) and Krautar. 
W— Foulke, 2-1. L-AguBera W. 

HRs — Minnesota Lawton (12), Meaies Ul. 
ChJcnga F. Thomas (15), Bede (25). 

Tun 000 000 JW-3 4 2 

Seattle 183 800 Jta-4 11 0 

Burkett Bales (7). D. Patterson (71 and l. 
Rodrigues Fasaera TbnBn (9) and D. 
Wilson. W — Fassera. 9-5. L— Burkett 5-1 a 
Sv— Timlin (3). HRs— Tun. Eteter (7). 
Seama Griffey Jr 2 (39). 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Chicago 001 004 000-7 11 0 

Prfhbergh 002 101 000-4 10 1 

Tapani, Mulhoiland 16). Beck (9) and 
Seurats Peters, Dessens (A, Tabaka (A. 
Rincon (8). Loisete (9] and Kendo U. 
W— Tapani. 10*. L— Peters, 3-7. $u-Becfc 
05). HR— Pittsburgh T. Ward (3). 

Affaata 002 110 000—4 B 1 

Now 

York 002 ooa 000-2 4 lLipeekaig (9j 
and J. Lopez; BJ Jones, Pe ffl pher (Oh Tew 


B) and Piazza W— Smelt* 7-2. 
L-&U0MS, 7-4. Sy— JJgteflfcerg (11). 
HR — A Scuta, ChJooes CM). 

PtdodeWda ooo ooo 022-4 11 1 

MHwoutee 000 000 011-2 0 0 

Beech, Gomes (7). M. LeBer (9) and 
Ueberihct; Judea M. Myers (8X C Fo» (0 and 
Hughes. W-Gomes,B3.L— Judea7-B.Su— M. 
Le*effl9) JtR-MSwoutgeaBtnraz 00). 
Montreal 001 100 000-2 4 3 

Boride 700 000 000-1 J 8 

Hermortsoa Urbina (9) and WWgen 

LHemandex, ShmBer (9) and Zaun. 
W — Hermansoa 7-7. L— 1_ Hernandez, 7-4. 
Sv — Urblno (23). 

Cindnwrtt no 002 300—7 12 0 

SL Louts 010 300 008-4 8 1 

Pams, 5 u Sven (4). Games (9) and 
Toubensee; S turner nyra Frasartore (8) and 
PagnaaL W— SMm 2-4. L— Sftrffhrmyra 
9-8. Sv— Games (1). HRs-Gndnnalt 
Toubensee (7). D. Young (9). St. Louis, Gant 
(14). Goeffl (Q. 

San Diego 214 100 000-8 10 0 

Cofcrodo 300 M0 000-7 14 0 

Langston. S. Sanders IS), MkeU (8), 
Hoffman (9) and Leyrttz, G He rna nde z (5); 
KDe> Wainhouso (A. Munoz (61. Leskanic 
(7). Me£lmr(f>andMartwaitng. J. Oeed (81. 
w— S. Sanders. 141 L-Klte 4-12. 
Sv— Hoffmor (28). HRs— San Diego, 
Canrtoffl (161, Joyner (7), Leyrttz C2J. 
CotoraSo, Cnstma (28). Hetton (15). 
SooFmnctace OH 000 100-1 4 1 

Las Angeles 000 010 001—2 5 0 

Gardner: S. Reed (7). Johnstone (9). Nen 
<91 a«d 6. Johnson; Park. Osuna (7). 
Rodwsky (8) and C Johnson. W— Radinsky. 
4-4. L— Johnstone, 2-5. H 51— Las Angeles, G 
Johnson (12). 

Houston 004 000 000-4 12 1 

Arizona 109 000 100—2 S 0 

Reynolds D. Henry (8), B. Wagner (8) and 
Eusebla Dual W. Banks (6), Smatl (B) and 
Pabregas. W— Reynolds. 12-5. L— DoaL 3-5. 
Sv—B. Wagner (22). HRs— Houstoa De.Bed 
03), Alov ail. Are on KJasserr (31. 

Japanese Leagues 


Hiroshima 

38 

34 

□ 

-514 

6 

Yokulf 

33 

40 

0 

452 

VM 

HansMn 

28 

45 

0 

384 

15% 
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Nippon Ham 48 

29 

1 

422 

— 

Seftu 

37 

33 

1 

328 

7% 

Kintetsu 

39 

35 

0 

.527 

7Vl 

Daiei 

39 

36 

0 

320 

8 

Orix 

29 

41 

1 

415 

15% 

Lotte 

27 

45 

1 

377 

7816 
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Yokohama ll Yomlurt 12 






W 

L 

T 

Pd 

GB 

Yokohama 

42 

28 

1 

-599 



ChunkM 

38 

34 

1 

527 

5 

Yomhiri 

40 

34 

0 

526 

5 


Hiroshima 5, ChurtfcW 3 
Ytauil i Harrshtn 1 

PAcrK LEAGUE 

Nippon Ham 4, Ortx 4 He. 12 bmfngs 
Driel S, Lotte 2 
Seibu 6. Kintetsu 3 


CRICKET 


DUUIAN V*. soom JUWCA 
TMtSE-DAV MATCH, SECOND DAY 

WBPEsam ei aesiBKGsrnan; srlano 

South Africa: 342-3 ded a red and 49-4 
Durham: 284 

S4M4BMT V*. « UHKA 

THREE4MKV MATCH, SBCOND DAY 
wrnwsarr m thuntom. englamd 
Somerset 364-4 declared 
Sri Lanlur 130 and 343-3 


CYCLING 


ToUH PE FRAHCE 

Pladngs In fourth 252-kaometer. (154- 
mlte) stoge from Plouay to Cholei France an 
Wednesday; 

1 . Jeroen BiDevens. Nelheriands. TVM five 
hours 48 minutes 32 seconds 

2. Nicoto Mfarah Italy, Rise Scotll sJ, 

3. Jan SvaradaCzarii Repubfe&MopeL sJ. 

4. Frederic Moneassliw France, GAN, si 

5. And ml Tchmil BeighmL Lotto, si. 

4. Erik ZabeL Germany. Telekom, SJ. 

7. Tom Steeta. Betglum> Mapai, sx 

8. Lars MJdnetsen. Denmark. TVWL »i 

9. Men SOondrt, Britain. FDA si. 

la F0H0 Batdofa IWy, Rfeo Scatti, sA 


OVERALL.- 1. O-Ciody. 19 horns, 43 
minutes. 29 seconds- Z Hamburger (Den- 
mark) Casino at 11 secs- 3. Hlncnpie stj 4. 
Hoopner, 14 secs 5. Jan 32; 6. Hen*. 33: 7. 
Goroo- Acosta, 34; 1 Chanteur. 39: 9. Cobeila. 
Siiazabetlfll. 


TRANSITIONS 


AMERICAN LEAOUE 

YA NKEES -Signed OF Chad Curtb to 3 - 
year control extension. Bought contracts at 
RHPJutoVuteru from Atlantic Ctty.AL and P 
Joe Graho ftom Nashua AL and assigned 
them to Columbus. iG 

TEXAS— Assigned P Douglas Garda la So- 
vaanati SAL 

NATIONAL LEAOUE 

Arizona— A ctivated INF Hanley Frias 
from 60-day disabled Bst and optioned him to 
TucsoaPCL. 

Atlanta— A ctivated OF Curtis Pride from 
15-day disabled Dst. Optioned IB Randall 
Shnon la Richmond tl_ 

Montreal— A ctivated OF Robert Perez 
from 15-day disabled fct Optioned 2B Jose 
Vidro to Ottawa, IL 

NY MBTS-Aatwried INF-OF Malt Franca 
tram 15-day disabled Kri.Optioned OF Benny 
Agbaynm to Norfolk. IL 

PtmtUROH-SIgned RHP Scott XAngen. 
beck and asrigned him to NashvBte. PCL. 

nonui 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

HiFMLO— Signed OB Rob Johnson to 5- 
year contract. 

cako u ha ■ Signed NT VlHami Maumau 
and WR Jim Turner. 

ONOMNATi— Signed OE Glen Steeie. An. 
nounced retirement of DE Ray Seals. 

BALLAi-SJgned DE Greg EBs to 6-year 
wntroo and TE Eric B[omsonfu2-yeorcon- 
Irect Released RB Sttennan WRurs. 

oreen bay— S igned DE KebhMcKenziela 
l-year contract. Agreed to terms with WR 

Carey Bradfard. S Scan McGqrrahan and OB 

Mott HaEseibeck. 

N.Y. jets— S igned OT Jason Fabbri and OT 
Eric Bateman. 

tm CB-KR ABen Rassum, DT Brandon Whit- 


ing, CB Clarence Love and LB Ike Reese. Re- 
signed WR Freddie Solomon to I -year con- 
tract. Released Charles Emanuel and Cp 
TeveH Jones. 

PimauROK— Signed Bill Cowtieo coach, 
to 3 -yew contract extension. Released LB 
Greg Lloyd. Signed DB Jason Simmons. 

ST. Lours— Agreed to terms with RB Ray- 
mond Priester an 3 -year contract and S Bitty 

JenWns Jr. 

san DiECO-SIgned DT Neman Hand to 3 - 
year contract. 

TENNESSEE— Agreed to terms with TE Bill 
Khoyat WR James IGdd. G Joey Wyte and 
TE TonyChurdL 

Hoaunr 

NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE (C ! 

AMAHEW—SignedCJohanDavidssanrtii- 
yenrconlracJ. Signed D Tenon Sandvrtlh to 1- 

yenr contract. 

UUMRY— Acquired C Bab Bassen tram 
Datois Stars for C Aaron Gave/ 
CAROUNA-Slgned F Ran Fronds to out 
ttyear contract. Signed D Al ktfrate to mat- 
ttynar contract 

ANCfiiES-RMignwf O Phffcppe 
Boucher to 2-year contract. 

Nashville— Signed LW Matt Henderson. 
Acquired C Petr Sykom, 1999 tWrt-rouria 

draft pick and future consideratkinE flam De- 
troit Red Wings tor RW Doug Brawn. * 

M Y - BAMOERs-Agreed to terms with s 
Wfte Rfdtfer, 1 

N.Y. ISLANDERS— Signed G Marcei 
^Wired LW JatgenJoriMon 
from Calgary Flames far LW Jan Hlavuc. ~ 
prmaiWGB-sigiKd c Alexei Kdkunov 

«* JOSE-Skjjya D Bob Room fa ^.yaar 
aMtfract. 

TAMPA RAY-Signed D Paid Mara to 3 ye<^ 
CQnpDCL 

Ei d^ ,T0 ~ Avrsed lwm * ■ tm ° 0at 4 ■ 
10 * ans with D Mar- 

ray Baron on 3-yew cantrad. 

RMigned C Dale Humer to l-year contract. 
^EM^ameaBrettZowmwrsbaete,. 
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live - Athletics IAAF GP1 - Nice 


tune in tonight 19.25 


(CET) 
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Eurosporl, Europe’s No.1 Sports TV Channel, available on 

cable and satellite 
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SPORTS 


Festina Chief Queried in Drug Scandal 

International Afni/iui 


International HemldTribun* 

' Fj ? ncc “ The manage- 

nieM of the Festma bicycle racing**^ 

“an- 





dal, announced Wednesday that the head 
Bnm° ^Roussel, the coach of the nine 




been asking for two days for the inquiry 
%so that he could answer whatwere 
termed rumors, die management noted. 
Its. announcement did not mention un- 


* — ^wwuwsuauaJSQ 

searched the team’s hotel in Cholet. 
__Tbe affair began last Wednesday 
when a masseur for the team, which is 


based in France, was arrested at die 
French-Belgian border in an official 
Tour de France car bearing die Festina 
emblem. A search of die car revealed a 
large but so far on certain quantity of 
amephetamines, steroids, masking 
mugs and EPO, a chemical that thickens 
die blood and thus carries more oxygen 
to muscles. All these substances are 
banned in the sport, but believed to be 
occasionally used by some riders. 

The jailed masseur. Willy Voet, a Bel- 
gian , is said to have first insisted that all 
the drugs were for his personal use and 
then to have said that he was taking them 
to Dublin far delivery to the team doctor 
under orders from Festina officials. 

Both Roussel and the tram doctor. 
Eric Ryckarat, have denied this, and 
Roussel announced Tuesday night that 
he had instructed his lawyer to act 
against publication of what he trained 



Tour. Richard Virenque and Alex Zulle, Jeroen Bfijlevens, center, winning tile fourth stage Wednesday in Cholet. 
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An American Cyclist Has His Eye on the Tour’s Yellow Jersey 


; By Samuel Abt 

Imemanona} Herald THbune 

* CHOLET, France — A few Amer- 
kans hearts were broken Wednesday 

on the D 1 two-lane road at a spot marked 

by a green banner just ontside the village 
1 of Plume lec in western France. 

; Foremost among those affected was 
v Uerage Hincapie, who wears the red, 
.% white and bine, star-spangled jersey of 
theU.S. national bicycle road rnr« rhgm- 
pkw. * ‘It’s been a dream of mine to wear 
the jersey in the Tour de France es- 
pecially,” Hincapie, 25, said before the 
stan of the daily stage. “The only thing 
Fd trade it for is the yellow jersey.” 

As he spoke, the U.S. Postal Service 
rider was second in the overall stand- 
ings, two seconds behind the Tour’s 


leader, the man in the yellow jersey. 
Hincapie, his teammates and their of- 
ficials knew that if he finished first, 
second or third in the first of three time- 
bonus sprints of the day and the leader. 
Bo Hamburger, a Dane with the Casino 
team, finished behind him, the Amer- 
ican would be the race’s virtual leader. 

‘Tknowit’Ilbehardbutyou can’t pass 
up a chance like this,” said Hincapie. “I 
can hope. I feel confident and I’m going 
to try my best. I’m a little nervous, ex- 
cited, but that's die Tour de Ranee.” 

11113 is Hincapie ’s third Tour. A 
teammate and another. American, 
Frankie Andrea, has already ridden six 
editions of die world’s greatest bicycle 
race and finished all of them. With that 


ranch more experience, he pat the mi 
sion into perspective: ‘Tt’fl be hard. T1 


tthexms- 

hard-The 


whole team will ride to put George in 
position to sprint but ifll be a very 
difficult two seconds to come by.” 

In the end, it was too difficult. Stuart 
O’Grady, an Australian with the Gan 
team who was in third place overall and 
a second behind Hincapie, won the 
sprint and the six bonus seconds de- 
ducted from his overall elapsed time. 
Hincapie was third, gaming two 
seconds that no longer mattered. 
O'Grady was now die virtual leader as 
Hamburger gained no time. 

The Australian, 24 and an Olympic 
champion in team pursuit, also won die 
second bonus sprint and finished third in 
the final one while neither Hincapie nor 
Hamburger scored. 

At die end of the fourth of 2 1 stages, a 
252-kilometer (156-mile) journey from 


Plouay in Brittany to Cholet in the Loire 
region, O’Grady exchanged his virtual 
leadership for the real thin g — he moun- 
ted the victory podium and slipped into 
the yellow jersey. “That feels won- 
derful,” he said. He leads Hamburger, 
in second place, by H seconds, with 
Hincapie third, also 1 1 seconds behind. 

The flat stage was won in a sprint 
finish by Jeroen Blijlevens, a Dutchman 
with TVM, in a time of 5 hours 48 
minutes 32 seconds, an average speed of 
43 kilometers an hour. Second was Nic- 
ola Minali, an Italian with Riso Scotti, 
half a bicycle length behind 

O’Grady, Hamburger and Hincapie 
all finished in a large bunch of riders 
eight seconds behind the winner. The 
American was among a handful who 
were slowed by another mass crash. 


about two kilometers from the finish, 
buz got up quickly and sped off. Another 
victim was Mario Cipollini. the world's 
top sprinter, who was unable to compete 
in his specialty for the second time in 
this 85th Tour because of a crash. 

Hincapie was disappointed afterward 
but not crushed. “I did my best,” he 
said. “Not good enough.” 

All nine riders on the team seemed 
keyed up Wednesday morning as they 
awaited the start while thousands of 
spectators strolled among them, seeking 
autographs and a friendly word. Brittany 
is mad about bicycle racing and Plouay, 
the start, is particularly wild about the 
sport and annually stages a one-day race 
that attracts many tens of thousands of 
spectators. The town will be the host to 
die world championships in 2000. 


Before Cup thud, 
Cries of ‘He's Dead 9 

Reuters 

PARIS — Cries of “He’s dead! 
He’s dead!” filled the Brazilian 
team's hotel after Ronaldo was 
found having a convulsive fit on 
Sunday, the hotel director said in a 
radio interview Wednesday. 

The Brazilian soccer star fell ill 
in his team’s hotel on the outskirts 
of Paris just hours before die World 
Cup final on Sunday night. 

“There was general alarm with 
yells and shouts, which woke up all 
the players, who were in the middle 
of their siesta,” said Paul Cheva- 
lier. who runs the Grande Romaine 
chateau at Lasigny, where the team 
was based during the competition. 

“For a time we heard people 
saying, ‘He’s dead, dead, dead!' ” 
he told France Info radio. “It cre- 
ated a terrible atmosphere around 
the team, which was clearly demon- 
strated later on the pitch.” France 
beat Brazil, 3-0, in the final. 

Ronaldo, 21, reportedly swal- 
lowed his tongue during die con- 
vulsions. He was taken to the hos- 
pital for checks and went on to the 
Stade de France, but failed to pro- 
duce anything like his normal form. 

“I suppose Ronaldo’s nerves 
broke,” Mr. Chevalier said. “He 
has been under dreadful pressure.’ ' 

Normally when the Brazilians 
left for their matches there was a 
party atmosphere with singing and 
music, he said, bnt the mood before 
Sunday's final was different 
“When they left the hotel,” he 
said, “there was complete silence 
on the bus. and we who knew them 
personally understood at that mo- 
ment that there was no cohesion, 
and they had lost the Cup.” 
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Orioles Are Finally Starting to Earn Their Keep 




’"’t'-'-K. ■ ■ ■ 

■ ■ 


The Orioles' Roberto Alomar making a head’s up play, diving into first. 


The Associated Press 

Take down those fire sale signs. It 
may be too early to break up the Bal- 
timore Orioles. 

Baseball’s highest paid team — and 
the biggest flop of die first half — won 
its sixth straight since the All-Star 
break, beating the Toronto Bine Jays, 
1 1-5. Tuesday night 

Chris Hoiles’s grand slam capped a 
six-run first inning as Baltimore moved 
within 1 (M games of Boston in the wild- 
card chase — a formidable deficit, but a 
lot better than die Orioles’ 15V6-game 

..margin after the first half. Thatwas when 
the team owner, Peter Angelos, pur the 
players on notice that if they didn't turn 
it around soon, be would unload several 
of his 11 pending free agents. But the 
recent success may have changed that. 

Rafael Palmeiro, B.J. Surhoff and 
Carter hit solo beanos for the Orioles, 
who completed their most successful 
homes tand in five years. Baltimore took 
four from Boston and two from Toronto 
to match a 6-0 homestand in June 1993. 

I tw i nta 8, Rangws 3 Ken Griffey Jr. 
hit his AL-leading 38th and 39th homers 
— his 1,500th and 1,50 1st career hits — 
for the host Mariners. Griffey’s first 
two-homer game since June 2 put him 
one behind the St Louis Cardinals’ 
Mark McGwire and four ahead of 
Sammy Sosa of the Chicago Cubs. Grif- 
fey has 333 career homers, moving past 
Bobby Bonds for 60th place on die 
career list, three behind Joe Adcock. 


Texas* Juan Gonzalez, who leads the 
majors with 101 RBIs. did not drive in a 
run for the sixth straight game. 

Yankaac 7, Indians i In Cleveland, 
Andy Petti tie plunked the Yankee-kiJler 
Jim Thome on the arm in die first inning, 
then breezed through the rest of the 
Indians’ lineup for a six-hitter. 

With a split in the two-game series, 
the Yankees improved to 66-21 and kept 
pace with the 1902 Pittsburgh Pirates 
for the best start this century. 

Thome, 8-for-21 with three homers 
against New York this season, was hit 
on the right forearm by a fastball from 
Petdtte (12-5). X-rays were negative. 

WbiteSox 8. Twins 5 Frank Thomas hit 
a..twr>oct. Jitree-xun homer off Rick. 
Aguilera (3-6) to cap a fonr-run ninth 
inning for die host White Sox. Albert 
Belle homered for the seventh time in six 
games fra Chicago, which won fra the 
fourth time in five games despite blow- 
ing a 4-3 lead in the top of the ninth. 

Athletics g, Angels 2 In Oakland, 
Kenny Rogers (9-3)pitched six score- 
less innings before leaving with sore- 
ness in his left hamstring as the Ath- 
letics won their fifth straight against 
Anaheim. 

Devil Rays 5, Red Sox 4 Miguel Cairo’s 
ninth-inning single drove in the winning 
run as host Tampa Bay ended its i l- 
game losing streak. Albie Lopez (5-2) 
pitched two innings for the victory. 

Tigers s, Royals 3 Justin Thompson 
finally won a home game and Tony 
Clark hit a three-run homer as Detroit 
beat Kansas City. Thompson hadn't 
won at Tiger Stadium since last SepL 5. 


He entered Tuesday with an 0-6 record 
and 5.56 ERA at home this year. 

In the National League: 

Reds 7, Cardinals 4 One out from his 
first major league save, Danny Graves 
watched McGwire strolling to the plate 
to pinch hit for the Cardinals. Graves 
missed the strike zone on his first two 
pitches to before getting McGwire to 
ground out to third as Cincinnati won its 
ninth straight 

Cincinnati’s winning streak followed 
an 1 1-game losing skid, and the Reds 
have now won nine straight on the road, 
their longest streak since a 10-game run 
from Sept 16-27. 1964. 

. McGwire, who leads the majors with 
.40 homers, .planned to take his first day 
off since June 4. With him out. the 
Cardinal manager. Tony La Russa, 
moved everybody up a slot in the batting 
order, and the Cardinals got home runs 
from Ron Gant and Gary Gaetti. 

Braves 4, Mots 2 In New York, John 
Smoltz (7-2) revived Adanta's rotation 
with eight strong innings , and also bit a 
go-ahead single as the Braves broke a 
three-game losing streak. Chipper Jones 
hit a solo home run and an RBI double, 
helping Adanta avoid matching its 
longest skid of the season. 

Ct*s 7, Pirates 4 In Pittsburgh, Glen- 
atien Hill had three hits and two RBI s. 
including one of four consecutive run- 
scoring singles in a six-run sixth inning 
for Chicago. Sammy Sosa failed to 
homer for the fourth consecutive game 
— be has 35 homers in 93 games — but 
contributed an RBI single. 

Phillies 4, Brewers 2 Scott Rolen’s 


two-run double off Jeff Juden (7-8) in 
the eighth broke up a scoreless game in 
Milwaukee and lifted Philadelphia. 
Juden surrendered consecutive singles 
to Doug GlanviUe and Gregg Jefferies 
to start the eighth before Rolen sent a 1- 
2 slider into the gap in left-centra. 

Expos 2, Martins i In Miami, Dustin 
Hermanson (7-7) allowed five hits in 
eight innings and overcame some shaky 
defense as the Expos snapped Florida’s 
season-high winning streak ai four. Her- 
manson, traded by the Marlins before 
last season, defeated his former team- 
mates for the second time in five starts 
since being dealL 

Padres 8. Rockies 7 Wally Joyner 
homered and drove in four runs as San 
Diego ended host Colorado's season- 
high four-game winning streak. Ken 
Caminiu and Jim Leyritz also homered 
for the Padres. San Diego’s Tony 
Gwynn ended a career-worst O-for-19 
slump with a second-inning single. 

Astros 4, Diamondbacks 2 In Phoenix, 

Shane Reynolds (12-5) became the 
NL’s fourth 12-game winner, picking 
up his fifth victory in a row as Houston 
snapped a four-game losing streak. 
Reynolds, who gave up five hits in 736 
innings, is 9-2 since losing in Kerry 
Wood's 20-strikeout performance in 
Chicago May 6. 

D od g er * 2 , Giants i Robb Nen’s wild 
pitch scored Raul Mondesi with two 
outs in the ninth inning in Los Angeles. 
Nen’s 1-0 pitch to Adrian Beltre with 
the bases loaded was in the dirt and got 
past his catcher. Brian Johnson, allow- 
ing Mondesi to score standing up. 
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ART BUCHWALD 

First In, Last Out 


M ARTHA’S VINE- 

YARD, Massachusetts 
— There is a rale that every 
vacationer wants to be die last 
person to discover a new 
place and doesn’t want 
anyone to come after him. 
Once ensconced, summer vis- 
itors are full of resentment 
for newcomers 
whom they 
suspect will 
never appreci- 
ate the place. 

What is not 
talked about is 
chat people’s 
pets also do not 
like newcom- 
ers. You see it 
every day when dogs bark at 
new canine arrivals getting 
off planes at the airport It is 
said the dogs who came first 
refer to them as “nouveau* 
bitches.” 

Charlie, a Wheaton terrier, 
came to our island in 1997. He 
found it quite delightful and 
was happy when ms owners 
decided to come back this 
year. When he returned, he 
felt accepted by the dogs he 
met last year, and he con- 
sidered himself a veteran of 
the place. Then, on Main 
Street Charlie spied a French 
poodle riding in the back of a 
station wagon filled with suit- 
cases and children. When they 
stopped to ask directions of 
Joel, his owner, Charlie knew 


immediately that they were 
first-timers and he started to 
growL The poodle growled 
back and tried to get out of the 
wagon to have a go at Charlie. 
Charlie’s owner pulled him 
away and scolded him. 

“You can’t get mad at dogs 
just because they came to this 
heavenly place after we did. 
You can get mad at new 
people, but not dogs.” 

Charlie seemed upset 
Walking down by the dock he 
saw five or six dogs arriving 
on the ferry. It was more than 
he could bear. 

His owner said, “I know 
what you’re thinking Charlie, 
but these dogs are entitled to 
vacations too. Perhaps they 
will behave better than they 
look." 

You could tell Charlie’s va- 
cation was spoiled. The island 
can bold just so many dogs, 
and he had been assured that 
he would be the last one per- 
mitted to run on the beach. 

I saw Charlie at his house 
the other day. He was 
stretched out on the porch and 
didn’t seem to want to move. 

“What’s wrong?” I asked 
JoeL 

The reply was, “He hasn’t 
moved ail summer. He feels 
the island is ruined and the 
nouveaux bitches have taken 
over. Now everyone in the 
family is having a lousy va- 
cation.” 



4 Galleries of Earthly Delights 

New York Tunes Service 

L ONDON — Built at a cost of about $1 1.5 million, four 
major galleries on Earth's history will open Thursday at 
the Natural History Museum in London. 

They are “From the Beginning,'' an exploration that 
looks back IS billion years to the formation of the universe; 
“Earth's Treasury,” a display of the planet's riches, in- 
cluding diamonds on loan from the De Beers company; 
“Earth Today and Tomorrow.” focusing on humans' im- 
pact on the environment, and “Earth Lab.” where visitors 
can identify and compare fossils, minerals and rocks with 
museum specimens. 



Taking New Yorker’s Helm, a Popular Captain 


By Robin Pogrebin 

New York Tunes Service 

N EW YORK — Tbs announce- 
ment dial David Remnick, a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning writer, 
would replace Tina Brown as ed- 
itor of Tne New Yorker was met 
with sustained applause by mem- 
bers of the staff, many of whom 
later described their feelings as 
profound relief. "It seldom hap- 
pens that the absolute best person 
on the face of the earth for a given 

S isicion gets that position.” said 

eudrik Hertz berg, the senior ed- 
itor at the magazine. 

Remnick, who has spent the last 
six years writing for The New 
Yorker on topics from Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn to Mike Tyson, is the 
fifth editor of the magazine in its 
73-year history. 

The appointment, which be- 
comes effective immediately, was 
announced by S.L Newhouse Jr., the 
chairman of Advance Publications. 
The announcement came just a few 
days after The New Yorker’s cur- 
rent editor, Tina Brown, resigned to 
start her own media company in 
affiliation with Miramax Films. 

“I thought he was the best man 
for the job,” Newhouse said, re- 


ferring to Remnick. “I think he has 
a combination of stalls both as a 
writer and conceptually as a 
magazine person.” 

Remnick ’s appointment comes 
after months of tension over the 
magazine’s financial losses, which 
came to a head this month with the 
expiration of Brown's contract De- 
spite award-winning editorial con- 
tent, considerable — if sometimes 
controversial — publicity and in- 
creased circulation, die magazine 
has continued to lose money in its 
13 years under Newhouse. Al- 
though losses have decreased to 
Sll million last year from $30 mil- 
lion in 1992, recent changes on the 
magazine's business side suggested 
that Newhouse had had enough. 

Remnick was by no means an 
obvious choice to succeed Brown. 
There had been speculation that 
Newhouse might select someone 


David Remnick, at 39, is the fifth editor of the magazine. 


with a tested mass-market track 
record, such as Gray don Carter, the 
editor of Vanity Fair, who one 
Conde Nast executive said was 
offered the job but turned it down. 

Such a choice would have 
seemed in keeping with the style of 
Brown, 44. She was a glamorous 
magnet for the gossip columns who 
many say created — for better or 
worse — the era of the magazine 
editor as celebrity and pointed up 
the importance of “buzz.'* 


Remnick, 39, promises to be a 
significant change of pace. With a 
gentle and pensive manner, he is 
more likely to be found sitting ax a 
seminar at die Council on Foreign 
Relations than running the gauntlet 
of paparazzi on his way into some 
black-tie benefit. 

In fact, Newhouse indicated that 
he did not run to Remnick as a first 
choice. He confirmed the contents 
of a widely circulated e-mail mes- 
sage sent by Michael Kinsley, the 


editor of the on-line magazme 
Slate. In it, Kinsley said Newhouse 
offered him the jobon Saturday and 
changed his mind on Sunday. 

Newhouse made his decision 
early Monday morning, after read- 
ing a several thousand word memo 
by Remnick. . . 

Looking somewhat dazed at the 
magazin e s offices, Remnick said 
he had been thrilled six years ago 
when a free-lance article of his was 
published in The New Yorker un- 
der its editor at the time, Robert 
Gottlieb. 

“I was raised on this 
magazine,'' Remnick said. 

Remnick said it was too soon to 
tfliic specifically about his plans for 
The New Yorker, although he did 
say be wanted to see more city 
coverage, more humor and more 
varied foreign correspondence. 

“It would be ridiculous to start 
making pronouncements about ma- 
jor changes and all the rest," he 
said. “Do I have things in mind? 
Yes, 1 do. But I want to think them 
through.” 

Remnick said he admired what 
Brown had done. “I think she has 
opened up this magazine in tre- 
mendous ways, and it needed do- 
ing,” be said. He also said he did 
not buy the argument that New 
Yorker readers are a dying breed, 
not when young people art attend- 
ing poetry readings, buying books 
at Amazon.com and wandering 
through Barnes & Noble. 

“I want them," he said of the 
next generation. .“I want them to 
understand The New Yorker as 
something that is part of their worlds 
and their lives ana their passions.” 

In his remarks at a staff meeting 
Monday morning, Remnick joked 
about the three changes he would 
immediately make at the magazine: 
More service pieces, such as 
“America's Ten Best Pizzas"; a 
weekly section called '‘teens talk to 
teens,” and more Russia coverage 
(before coming to The New Yorker 
in 2992, Remnick spent almost four 
years covering the former Soviet 
Union for The Washington Post). 

In the words of his colleagues. 


Remnick’s tenure was charaeter- 
ized as likely to be something of a 
cross berween William Shawns 
New Yorker and Tina Brown s. 
Although Remnick has writien 
about Howard Store and Mike 
Tyson, he has also held forth on ute 
Russian elections, in much die spir- 
it 0 f the old New Yorker s lengthy 
ruminations. , 

“He’s good-looking awl artic- 
ulate and scholarly — it s almost 
unbearable,” said Roger Angeli, a 
longtime writer at the magazine. 
“No groaning or cursing or stalk- 
ing the halls and saying, 'This time 
I can’t do it. I’m nor a writer.* Plus, 
he's a good guy- This is highly 

SU ?ome said Remnick might be in 
for a rude awakening. “Running a 
weekly is an incredibly compli- 
cated management job,' said Mar- 
tin Walker, a magazine consultant. 
“Here's a guy who’s been a writer 
and an author, and they're two very 
different jobs.” 

Brown said Remnick would have 
his hands full- but she recommended 
him to Newhouse with the be lief that 
he was capable, in part because — in 
addition to writing — be has already 
been offering editorial guidance to 
the magazine for some years. 

“I knew that David can handle 
it," she said. “David is a work- 
aholic like I am. He is prepared to 
give up his life for his work.” 

Remnick said he intended to 
continue having a life. He lives in 
Manhattan with his wife, Esther 
Fein, a reporter at The New York 
Times, and they have two boys. 

He also described complaining 
about workloads as “a weird mod- 
em form of self-aggrandizement — 
‘Gee whiz, 1 work really hard at 
something I love.' That’s called 
luck, not Tabor.” 

As to whether he would feel 
pressure to follow Brown as the 
public face of The New Yorker out 
on the party circuit, Remnick said; 
“1 think any editor has to do some 
of that, but 1 have to do that in my 
own way. It would be foolish to try 
to imitate Tina. It would be foolish 
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W ITH nine nominations for her videos “Ray of Light" 
and “Frozen," Madonna topped the list of nominees 
for the 1998 MTV Video Music Awards. Besides Madonna 
for “Ray of Light,” those nominated for best video of the year 
included Brandy and Monica for “The Boy Is Mine"; Puff 
Daddy and the' Family for “It’s All About the Benjamins 
(Rock Remix.)”; Will Smith for “Gettin' Jiggy Wit It” and 
The Verve for “Bitter Sweet Symphony." 

□ 

David Letterman’s “Late Show" has been knocked off 
the air in seven Southern and Midwestern cities this week 
because the stations' owner had trouble getting tickets for 
people who wanted to see the show in New York. Instead, 
viewers of these CBS stations are being treated to a mixture of 
infomercials and sitcoms. Letterman was bounced by Nick 
Evans, owner of Spartan Communications in South Carolina. 
“I think this is the type of fellow feat is used to getting the best 
table at a restaurant at a moment's notice while the rest of us 
have to wait in line,” said Rob Burnett, executive producer of 
Letterman’s program. Evans was annoyed because his lawyer 
had trouble getting into a Letterman show being taped in New 
York, Burnett said. Evans said it was his advertisers and some 
viewers, not his lawyer. 

□ 

Bad news for the Beijing 40, the Barshefsky Beanie Babies. 
They are being held ar the U.S. Customs facility at Dulles 


International Airport near Washington, and they may have to 
be destroyed. The pack of plush critters began to create an 
international incident when the U.S. trade representative, 
Charlene Barshefsky, brought them back from China for her 
daughters. Seeking to avoid debate over whether she had 
floated import restrictions on the 40 staffed toys, Barshefsky 
turned them over to customs last week, which now holds them 


Girl 1$ Bom to Princess Stephanie 

The Associated Press 

M ONACO — Princess Stephanie of Monaco gave 
birth to a girl on Wednesday, and named her Ca- 
mille Marie Kelly, the palace press office said. 

The 33-year-old princess has not remarried since her 
divorce less than two years ago, and the identity of the 
infant's father was not made public. 

Stephanie already has two children, Louis, 3, and 
Pauline, 4, with her former bodyguard, Daniel Du cruet, 
whom she divorced in October 1996, after 15 months of 
marriage. Both children were born before the couple 
married. 

Stephanie divorced Ducruet after Italian magazines 
printed photos showing him in a poolside romp with Miss 
Nude Belgium, Fill Houteman. 


captive. Standard practice at customs is to get the license 
holder to permit donation of the suspect goods to charity. But 
the Beanie Babies’ maker, Ty Corp-, does not allow this, a 
source said. “They’re dolls!" said tne customs spokesman in 
response to questions about the Beanies' conditions. “They 
don’t need food and water and they don’t breathe. They’re 
inanimate objects." Little does he blow. 

□ 

The British rock singer Liam Gallagher has settled out of 
court with the fen he allegedly headbutted, in a deal -believed 
to be worth £60,000 (about $100,000), the Sun newspaper 
reported. Last month, Ben Jones dropped assault charges 
against the lead singer of Oasis. But Gallagher still faced a 
civil action for his alleged assault on the British backpacker 
after the fen took photographs outside the band’s hotel in 
Brisbane, Australia, in March. 

□ 

Stephen Sondheim and Tony Randall went downtown to 
talk; up a plan aimed at pumping millions of dollars into the 
theater industry uptown — on Broadway. They and other 
luminaries turned out at New York's City Hall to support a 
zoning plan that would let Broadway til eater owners sell 
unused development rights above their property, or “air 
rights,” with some proceeds to be used for maintaining 
theaters and subsidizing new plays. "A plan that involves 
funding seems to me a dream come true,” Randall said. 
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STAR-SPANGLED — The American bassist Bootsy^ 
Collins performing at the 50th Jazz Festival in Nice. 



take in a rock show 


and use AT&T Direct*" Service. With the world's most powerful network, you get fast clear, reliable connections from anywhere. Plus you'll always have the option of an operator who 
All it takes is your AT&T Calling Card or credit card, and you're well on your way. Important stuff, when you're out on tour. 


speaks 


your language. 


For easy Galling worldwide; 

1. Just dial the AT&T Access Number for the country 
you are calling from. 

2. Dial the phone number you're calling. 

3. Dial your card number. 



AusrtaO 022-WMll 

Betyura* 0800-100-10 

Cndi RepoHc* —00-42-000-101 

Egft*(Catra)f 5IO-02M 

France.—...... OWMMnil 

Cwmw y — fl 110-0010 


AT&T Access Number* 

Gtccce* 00400-1311 

■rabnda 1-800-550-000 

bnal L. 1-800-94-94-949 

hair* 172-101 1 


S*u« Anftfeo. 
Spain 


.1-100-10 


Smodan. 


900-99-00-11 

020.79SU0II 


For access number! nor listed abme.ask any operator for AT&T Direct Service, or via* 

wwwatt xo m / ti w ider “ ^ K 
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